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THIS STAMPLESS COVER ORIGINATING IN DALLAS, MISS. ON JUNE 1, 1847 PAID

THE OVER 400 MILE RATE TO GEORGIA. THE POSTMARK IS A FANCY TYPE DISCUSSED

IN THE ACCOMPANYING ARTICLE ON PAGE 34.

Photo by Henry A. Meyer.
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FANCY STAMPLESS POSTMARKS 
by James W. Mi Igram

Just as there are classic covers bearing 
markings that every collector of stampless covers 
seeks to obtain. Not very surprising is the fact 
that quite a number of these postmarks are of the 
type that one calls fancy markings. Well-known 
to all U.S. specialists are the Collinsville axe, 
the York allegorical figure, and the Huntsville 5 
in star. While these markings cannot truly be 
termed cancellations since they do not cancel 
stamps, their significance (or lack of it) is the 
same as those later killers which can be found on 
our early stamp issues. The illustrated Dallas, 
Miss, cherubs and lyre cover bears one of the most 
unusual types that can be found. This style is 
also found in a Jefferson, Georgia postmark. In 
the new Museum of History and Technology in Wash
ington is exhibited a steamboat cover with a black 
Uncle Sam marking with the same fancy frame. This 
cover is dated 1846. New Providence, N.J., used 
a slightly different, but similar, frame. That 
the dates range from 1842 to 1847 demonstrates 
that these prepared fancy frames were available 
at this time for a variety of usages.

This writer has a similar original handstamp 
which he uses on his philatelic books. The pic
ture, in this case an eagle with stars in the 
lower field, is carved in the soft lead alloy 
with a deep oblong space in the center of the 
picture. Common type was screwed into place by 
a steel screw set at one end of this rectangular 
depression. The handle is of wood, and the whole 
handstamp demonstrates excellent workmanship. 
Often a person bought one of these and put his 
name in the space. It is remarkable that so few 
were ever used as postmarking devices.

Many postmarks,such as the Collinsville Axe, 
were specially constructed for just the purpose 
of serving as postmarking devices. Others, for 
example the Exeter, N.H. straight line between 
rosettes, were constructed from printers' type 
and available decorations.

Some markings are definitely fancy; they show 
objects to which one can give names- boats, 
shields, figures, coins. Others, neither fish nor 
fowl,are Ln that never-never land where they show 
only decorations or unusual type; the negative 

Fancy Stampless Postmarks. Cont.
lettering postmarks are good examples. And still 
others are ordinary ci rcles but are accompanied by 
rate markings, 5, 10. Paid, Paid 3, Free, Ship,etc 
which are a bit out of the ordinary. It is not 
necessary or even desirable to draw any 1 ineso 
division, but any person collecting fancy killers 
should be aware of the forerunners of the objects 
he collects.

SEE PAGE 37.
11 lus. Stamp Origin Color Remarks

1 114 Waterbury Black Cover
2 65 Thomaston n n
3 II West Cheshire n n
4 114 ? fi

5 021 Los Angeles n
6 114 New York w
7 150 French Anchor n
8 209 Panama Bl ue
9 38 ? Red

10 184 Asbury Pk. N.J. Pu rpl e
1 1 114 ? Black
12 114 ? " Strip of 3
13 161 Peru n
14 159 Saxony ii

15 178 ? it

16 114 St. Louis, Mo. " Block pf 4
17 147 Canada H

1 nfo 
apprec

rm at i on 
i ated.

on origins not known would be much

Your Secretary, etc. wishes to beg your in
dulgence for delay in answering letters and all 
other items of neglect which may have occurred 
in the recent past. The fact is that in a mo
ment of carelessness resulting in a fall on 
July 20 a left wrist was broken and has been in 
a cast ever since. We hope to get that removed 
soon. Although that is not the most important 
hand, it is surprising how many activities need 
it and how its lack slows one up.

RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE, Cont.from pg. 38.
the service gained a great and welcomed impetus. 
Soon the railway mail was placed on all the im
portant railroads and all of the old route agent 
service was consolidated. After two years of 
strenuous service in Washington, Colonel Armstrong 
resigned as General Superintendent in broken 
health. He returned to Chicago where he died 
two days later. May 5, 1871 while yet in the 
prime of his life, a victim of overwork.

Through contributions from railway mail 
clerks a statue was erected to him on the grounds 
of the old post office building. It may now be 
seen in the north entrance of the present U.S. 
CourtHouse in downtown Chicago,a building which 
is soon to be replaced with the great new sky
scraper building which is nearing completion.

On the base of the statue is the inscrip
tion "To the Memory of George Buchannan Armstrong, 
founder of the RaiIway Mail Service in the United 
States. Born in Armagh, Ireland October 27, A.D. 
1822, Died in Chicago May 5, A.D. 1871, Erected 
by the Clerks of the Service 1881."
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SPECIAL TO USCC MEMBERS
LOSO & DEWINDT 20th Century U.S. Cancels........ $7.95
HERST SAMPSCN 19th Century U.S. Cancels........ $6.25

Both for $14.00
504 to USCC for each order for LOSO or both rec'd
BOB MARKOVITS *64t,B0X Ml DOLETOWN,N.Y. 10941

WANTED

SPECIAL DELIVERY COVERS --- El to E14
REGISTRY COVERS ........................... Fl

OLD U. S. COVERS

ARE MY SPECIALTY!-

particular attention given to U. S. C. C. 
members special needs in old U.S. covers. 
Approvals gladly submitted on request.

Write for my FREE special list of old U.S. 
covers.

Send Priced to ROBERT L. MARKOVITS 
Box 431, Middletown, N.Y. 10941

WANTED 
STAMPS and COVERS 

showing LETTER in WREATH.. 
Submit for examination priced. 

ROBERT H. SCHOEN,
Geddes Rd., Saginaw, Mich. 48603

E. N. SAMPSON
Box 162 Hammond, N. Y.CANCELLATIONS, COVERS

TOPICAL SEALS (NON SCOTT) 
TRAINS, SPORTS, SHIPS, RED CROSS 

CHARITIES, RELIGION, ROCKETS, etc.

189 W. Medison STAMPMART APPROVALS 
Chicago 2, Ill. Otokar Cerny A.S.D.A.

CORNER CARDS
COLLRECTOR DISPOSING OF: Hotel Cornets-(3) Insurance- 
(3) Industrial Types-(3) Farm Implenents & Commercial. Some 
beautifully illustrated. Rare. 10 covers for S25-OO. Approval 
O.K. Money returned if not satisfied within 10 days.

619 South Street
H. L. STRAUSS, JR.

Peekskill, New York-

WANTED .... COVERS
FROM ILLINOIS, WIS., MICH.

(One or a Shoe box. Send them on 
for a quick, fair offer.)

ALEX F. ULLRICH
1443 Pleasant Lane Glenview, Ill.

NEW MEMBERS

659 Stuart A. Monroe, 854 Eldorado, Winnetka, 
111.-USA Imperforates, USA Cancellations.

660 J. T. Lahowetz, 902 South Pine, Grand Island, 
Nebr.-U.S. Covers & Old Cancellations; 
European Countries. (Rogers)

661 S. M. Horwitz, Box 26, Tannersville, N.Y.- 
U.S.Cancels, Essays, Proofs, Atlant. Proofs, 
all 19th Century only, Specializing #s 65 & 
114.

WISCONSIN 19th CENTURY COVERS WANTED 
Territorials including M.T.’s later in Wiscon
sin, Iowa or Minnesota. 1847 and 1869 Issues 
used in Wisconsin. Patriotics. Fancies. 
County andP.M. Shawno County, Nashotah & Pine 
Lake ARTHUR VAN VLISSINGEN

Box 912 Lake Forest, Ill.

FILLING WANT LISTS IS MY SPECIALTY 
AN EXCEPTIONAL STOCK OF STAMPS AND COVERS!

AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION
ADVERTISING, PATRIOTICS, CANCELS, ETC.

R. H. MILLER
135 Quail Drive Pittsburgh 35, Pa.

MEMBERSHIP REVIVED

59 C. Dewar Simons 3rd, Seagate Road, Staten 
Island 5, N.Y.-

73 Sylvester Colby, 545 Fifth Ave., New York, 
N.Y. 10017-Dealer

w-a-n-t-e-d
Stamps or Covers with this LINCOLN Cancel.
Please submit priced. Also interested in 1909 
Lincoln Memorial Cards or other Lincolniana.
Carl E. Lewis 
Bldg. 2 Apt. 6,

94-96 "S. Hamilton St.
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 12601

OMITTED IN ERROR FROM 1956 ROSTER
»

589 Howard Peterson Powell Jr., P.O. Box 10863, 
Raleigh, N. Car. 27605- U.S. & Possessions; 
Greece, France, Great Britain #33 Plate #s, 
U.S. Postal Stationery

Regarding FAM Cover shown on page 29 
of the July NEWS, Herman Herst Jr. (#452) 
informs us that the Postmaster at Meridian, 
N.Y. in 1879 was Chester Morley Jr. There
fore, it would appear that these initials 
are not his. Who can tell what they indicate?

CHANGES OF ADDRESS

574 David T. Beams III to 5315 Mission Woods 
Road, Shawnee Mission, Kans. 66205 from 
Kansas City, Mo.

585 Mrs. Henry E. Tidd to 7 Elizabeth Court, 
Marysville,N.B.,Canada from Frederickton.

651 Charles H. Armour, to 223| Grenada Ave., 
Long Beach, Calif. 90803 from Argonne Ave.

William C. Walker (#499), 102 Elizabeth 
St., Clearfield, Pa. wishes to borrow a 
priced copy of "The George Walcott Collect
ion of Civil War Covers" long enough to 
copy the prices in his own copy. He will 
be glad to pay postage both ways and to 
retufn it just as promptly as possible in 
as good shape as it comes to him. Please 
wri te him.
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Convent, La.

Corning 
N.Y. NEW ORLEANS, LA.Parkesburg,Pa.

? Sheffield Detroit
Mich.

Calif 
1929

Buena Vista Ann Arbor 
Mich. Kenosha, Wis.

FROM THE COLLECTION OF JAMES R. LITTLETON (#363).

INFORMATION ON UNKNOWNS WELCOME
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FROM THE COLLECTION OF DR. ROBERT deWASSERMAN.

SEE PAGE 34.
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