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THE U S CANCELLATION CLUB NEWS 
Published six times a year, January.March, 
May,July, September and November by the US 
CANCELLATION CLUB and sent free to members.
Back numbers 25each to members.
Subscription price to others. $2.50 per yr.

50$ per copy.
ADVERTISING RATES

Full page................................. $15.00
Hal f page............................. 8.00
Quarter page. ..... 4,50
Column inch . . . . . . 1.00
Adlets 2$ per word, min. 50$

Address communications to the Club Secretary, 
C. D. Root, 855 Cove Way, Denver,Colo. 80209.

PAGE 32

On Page 32 we show four covers sent in by 
Prof. C. S. Thompson Jr.(#469)who describes them 
as follows: He wishes to get any information 
other members may have converning these markings. 
Please write him or the editor.

"Several years ago I acquired the three covers 
bearing the jumbo "77's" posted from Beaufort, 
S.C., Macon, Georgia, and Savannah, Georgia. The 
numbers are in bright red and all were destined 
for Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The Georgia let­
ters were apparently triple charged the twenty- 
five cent rate while the Beaufort, S.C., cover 
paid a double charge. In a recent Siegel sale a 
cover such as this was described by him as being 
an Eastern Pony Express cover. However,I had al­
ways viewed them as perhaps being double and 
triple rated letters plus a two cent ship fee. 
All three letters were probably sent in the 1830's 
although only the Savannah, Georgia cover contains 
a date which is 1835. Adding further to the con­
fusion is another cover mailed from London to 
Providence,Rhode Island in 1848. As can be seen, 
this carries a quite similar seven rate marking in 
approximately the same shade of red as the three 
previous covers. The seven rate would surely be 
acceptable at this date as it would represent five 
plus two ship fee. Is it possible that the ear­
lier stamp had been retained and was then being 
used singly?"

EXPANDED FACILITIES

Mr. Edmund Fairchild (#259) who has had a 
stamp and coin store at 247 Broadway, Laguna 
Beach, Calif, for the past six years notifies us 
that his stock and that of "Walt's Stamp & Coin 
Shop" of Anaheim wi 11 be combined within the next 
few weeks at the Laguna Beach location. It is 
expected that combining these two stocks of stamps, 
coins and accessories will enable Mr. Fairchild 
and Mr. Mensch to give better service to collec­
tors in southern California. Se wish them well.

AWARD FOR SERVICE

At the annual banquet of the Twin-City Phila­
telic Society the North-West Stamp Dealers' Assor 
elation presented a tandem clock Radio to J. Stanley 
Thompson (#439) inscribed, "To Stan Thompson for 
his Innumerable Dedicated Services to Philately". 
We are sure he richly deserved this recognition.

Mr. E. D. Piper, Librarian of the Garfield- 
Perry Stzmp Club of Cleveland, Ohio has sent in 
this tracing of a killer of which he would like 
to know the origin. As you know, Mr. Piper is 
making an index of our publications for the G-P 
Library and then sending his work sheets to the 
Smithsonian. Mr. Leo Gordon, after making Xerox 
copies, sends them to us. We expect to find them 
very useful, therefore hope that some one of our 
memberswill be able to identify this cancel. Mr. 
Piper lists it as a "Pendant (five-armed with 
five point negative star in Center".

SOME AUESTIONS ABOUT METER MANUFACTURERS?

I, Is the Universal Stamping Machine Company re­
lated in any way to Pitney-Bowes Co.? The fact 
that both are located in Stamford, Conn. gives 
rise to this query. Requests for this information 
from each one has been ignored.

2. Do these Companies make the cancellation dies 
as well as the machines?

3, Who makes the cancelling dies for the "First 
Day Cancellations? Although the type appears to 
be Universal's, but rumor is that Pitney-Bowes 
made the recent ones. Is this Correct?

If you know the answer to these questions please 
notify the editor, C. D. Root, 855 Cove Way, 
Denver, Colo. 80209.

ADDITION TO ROSTER (OMITTED IN ERROR)

764 Vernon L. Ardiff, 401 S. LaSalle St..Chicago, 
111. 60605-Maritime Postmarks; Paquebot:Ship 
Port of Arrival Marks; River Boat Covers; 
Later etc.

ADDITION TO ROSTER (Reinstated)

739 Duane P. Ulrich, 157 Hillcrest, Pittsburgh, 
Calif. 94656-19th Century USA to 1890 with 
different Cancellations; General USA and

Con federates.

CHANGES IN COLLECTING INTERESTS

277 Mrs. Laura Konikoff, 2215 Fillmore St., 
Hollywood, Fla. 33020-"9th & early 20th 

Century U.S. Covers; Old Picture Post Cards;
All kinds of old USA Trade Advertising 
Cards.

734 Joseph D. Hahn, 812 W. Fairmount Ave., 
State College, Pa. I680I-U.S. Issues of 
1861-66, Proofs, Essays, Errors, Oddities, 
Freaks and Cancellations.
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OLD US COVERS

ARE MY SPECIALTY

Write for my FREE special lists, Approvals 
gladly sent to U.S.C.C. members on request.

W - A - N - T - E - D

"PAID" Cancels on *65 
Both on & off cover 

also hitherto unpublished information on them

The New American Stampless Cover Catalog
Paper Bound, Post Paid........................... $5.00
Hard Cover, Post Paid............................$7.00

E. N. SAMPSON
-ADDRESS ... Box 592, Bath N.Y. , 14810

CANCELLATIONS ---COVERS
TOPICAL SEALS (NON SCOTT)

TRAINS, SPORTS, SHIPS, RED CROSS, 
CHARITIES, RELIGION, ROCKETS, etc.

APPROVALS OTOKAR CERNY A.S.D.A.
189 W. MADISON CHICAGO,ILL. 60602

UNITED STATES POSTAL SLOGAN CANCEL CATALOG 
- 1968 Edition -

COMPLETELY REVISED with hundreds of price increases! 
12 8 pages, plus covers, 5^x8% plastic comb binding.

COMPLETE alphabetical listing of over 2500 known US 
Postal Slogan Cancels, 1897 thru Dec. 19&7; U.S. Phil­
ippine Islands (1908-45); Canal Zone; Commemorative 
Cancels; U.S. Used Abroad; profusely illustrated.
WHERE USED; WHEN USED; TYPE of CANCEL; HOW & 
WHAT TO COLLECT; MACHINE IDENTITY CHART; 2 
WORLD’S PANAMA PACIFIC EXPOSITION Type Charts; 
85-Subject TOPICAL CHECK LIST; CURRENT MARKET 
VALUES for all. ALL FLAG Slogans, Expositions, and 
World’s Fair Slogans are listed and priced.

$4.25 postpaid
MOE LUFF

12 Greene Road, Spring Valley, N.Y. 10977 USA

NEW MEMBERS

794 Jack Enos M.D., 420 S. Holly St., Yukon, 
Okla. 73O99-I9th Century Covers and off- 
cover Cancels. (Horwitz)

795 Theodore 0. Mills, 876 Lincoln St., Santa 
Clara, Calif. 95050-Fancy Cancels on USA 
30 '61 through '82, on & off cover; some 
Western European Countries (Horwitz)

796 Dr. Robert T. Iwamasa, 2114 Laurel Lane, 
Midland, Mich. 48640-Flag Cancels; First 
Day Covers; U.S.A. (Luff)

Material on US series of 1869!! 
(Especially 114)

Covers, Cancels, Varieties, Freaks,etc. 
Also early US philatelic literature, 

magazines, papers, etc.

CY HORWITZ (*661)

Box 26, Tannersville, N.Y. 12485

WANT LISTS SOLICITED
U. S. - CANCELS - COVERS

W. C. WALKER 
102 ELIZABETH ST. 

CLEARFIELD, PA. 16830

Wanted, Fancy Cancels on 19th 
Century U.S., off cover. 

Exchanges Invited!

MELVIN BENDER
P.O. Box 289 -- Miami, Fla. 33101

SUPERB

Herst-Sampson

CHANGES OF ADDRESS #1491 NYC

578 Thomas E. Elnen to P.O. Box 34. Skokie, 111. 
60076 from Chicago.

739 Duane P. Ulrich to 157 Hillerest,Pittsburgh, 
Calif. 94656 from Colorado Springs.

745 Peter Stafford to 9460 Cal la Circle,Fountain 
Valley, Calif. 92708 from Stockport,Engl and.

764 Vernon L. Ardiff to 401 S. LaSalle St., Fort 
Dearborn Hotel, Chicago, III. 60605 from 
St. Louis, Mo.

Soldier’s Head on 
U.S. #78, only one known

$145.00

Robert L. Markovits 
P.O. Box 744 - New York, N.Y. 10005

(other fancy cancels 
presently avai lable)

This drawing of an Arrowhead Cancel 
was sent in by Mr. James R. Little­
ton (#363). It is on a 20 Green 
cut-square envelope stamp of 1887, 
cut quite small. Who can place it?

RESIGNED

748 R. W. Gibson
Digitized by https://stampsmarter.org/
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NUMBERS AND LETTERS
IN NEW YORK C«TY HANDSTAMPS 1869 to 1900 

by ARTHUR H. BOND (#505)

Illustrations on front page and also 
on page 25 of the May issue.

Editor’s note: This completes the article on 
this subject by Mr. Bond. If you wish to com­
municate with him please address him at P.O. 
Box 625, Casselberry, Fla. 32707.

TYPE B

The earliest date recorded for this type is 
Oct. 7, 1878 with number 26. This type, with year 
date in two digits in the townmark, continued to 
be used until 1899.

Consecutive numbering has been found from I to 
30 inclusive. Beginning with number 30 only even 
numbers occur, running as high as 52. The writer 
has found no usage of numbers above 29 before Der 
cember 1884 (36). NEW-YORK is hyphenated in only 
about 15% of the townmarks in this series.

Numbers I, 7, and II appear in the serif type, 
practically indistinguishable from those illus­
trated for Type A. Number 7, however, also occurs 
sans-seri f and number 6 has been found only in the 
plain Gothic type that is characteristic of all 
other numerals, as shown in Figure 16.

Killer circles continue approximately 125mm. 
diameter. Beginning in 1887, however, a few stamps 
show 13mm. circles and a slightly different style 
of number, as shown in Fig. 17. These stamps also 
had the dating in the townmark set about 2mm. 
higher, About 1895 a limited number of new stamps 
were introduced, with I Im. circles and smaller 
numerals, some carrying serifs. By this time auto­
matic cancelling machines were in general use and 
handstamps were only used for special applications.

The markings of Types A and B were intended ex­
clusively for out-of-town mail at the General Post 
Office. An article in "The Century" (Scribner's 
Monthly) May 1878-vol. 16 pp.59-79 indicates that 
the assignment of numbered stamps for specific 
clerks and services was an important part of the 
general improvement program.

The advertisement of John Goldsborough in the 
U.S. Official Postal Guide for 1881 illustrates a 
NEW YORK duplex stamp of Type B with year date "79" 
which is remarkable in having II horizontal bars, 
similar to that noted as Type A-i; but shows thin 
unshaded numerals "24" in the small circle. No 
examples of this type have been seen on cover, 
although number 24 has been seen with the usual 
9-bar grid.

TYPE C

Earliest date recorded - Feb. 15, 1878
Latest date recorded - July 28, 1879

The distinctive feature of Type C is the sta­
tion Ietter appearing between NEW and YORK, which 
is repeated in the killer circle as a thin Gothic 

letter. We have found this type used for Stations 
D and G only. It appears on mail for both city 
and out-of-town addresses. In the first few 
months no year date is found. Later it occurs as 
a "triplex" feature in two digits between the 
townmark and killer.

TYPE D

Earliest date recorded with horizontal grid - 
May 21, 1877 (F)

Earliest date recorded with Vertical grid - 
Dec. 24, 1878 (C)

The station letter appears in the townmark at 
the bottom and is repeated in the killer as a 
bold Gothic letter. This marking, with either 
horizontal (D-H) or vertical (D-V) bars in the 
grid, was used at the branch stations on all 
first-class mail. Type D-H is found in 1877 
without the year date, which later occurs as a 
"triplex" feature, with a few exceptions.

Horizontal and vertical types were used con­
currently at many stations, which may be signifi­
cant. Possibly one type was used for mail col­
lected from street boxes and the other for mail 
dropped at the branch offices, although nothing 
has been found to confirm this hypothesis. The 
vertical markings seem to be twice as common as 
the horizontal.

The horizontal grid consists of nine bars and 
the vertical has six bars. The diameter of the 
inner circle varies from 12mm, to 125mm. until 
1893, when new stamps appear with circles IImm. 
to lllmm. diameter. The width of the killer was 
reduced to 17mm. at the same time.

At some stations the replacement stamps coming 
into use in 1893 and later carried the state de­
signation as NEW YORK, N.Y. per Figure 18. This 
occurred with both horizontal and vertical bar 
grids and does not appear to have any signifi­
cance. The old style stamps were used concurrent­
ly with the new and, at some stations, continued 
as the only style until 1899. After 1899 the 
year appears in four digits.

As early as 1883 some of the station letters 
in the townmark carry serifs. Other letters con­
tinue as sans-serif in replacements, with varia­
tions in size and shape. Only one example of a 
hyphenated NEW-YORK has been seen in this type.

Reference to the list of lettered branch sta­
tions in the introduction will indicate the dates 
when certain letters may be expected in this type.

TYPE E

Earliest date recorded with horizontal grid - 
March 27, 1877

Earliest date recorded with vertical grid - ।878

This type of stamp was used at the General 
Post Office on first-class mail for city delivery 
only. Killers show both horizontal (e-H) and 
vertical (E-V) bars; similar to Type D. Several 

(Continued Page 31)Digitized by https://stampsmarter.org/
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NEW YORK CITY HANDSTAMPS. Cont. DOUBLE OVAL HANDSTAMPS

stamps were in use at the same time and replace­
ments show minor variations in size and shape of 
letters. A detailed study of these variations 
for the period 1877-84 was published by W. E, 
Tinsley in U S.C.C. News for Sept. 1957.

The "Triplex” year date has not been seen in 
1877- but does occur in J878 and later. Begin­
ning in 1887 periods appear after the letters P. 
0. in the townmark in some stamps. Killer circles 
are 11| to !2| mm. diameter. NEW-YORK is hyphen­
ated with most of the horizontal markings, but 
the hyphen doesnot occur with vertical markings. 
V/e have not found Type E markings after 1894.

An unusual feature occurs in Type E-H between 
March 1879 and August 1880 in the use of a star 
between NEW and YORK in the townmark, as shown in 
Fig, 19. The significance of this star, if any, 
is now known. The type without star was also in 
use during this period.

Another variation is the use of a 12-bar hori­
zontal grid killer and larger dating circle(Fig, 
20), which has been observed in 1890 only. The 
25mm. circle also occurs at this time with the 
standard 6-bar vertical grid.

TYPE F

Earliest date recorded - 1877 (C)
Latest date recorded - Feb, 3, 1879 (B)

This type has been recorded from Stations B 
and C only. The use of the large station letter 
at top and "CITY DELIVERY” at bottom of townmark 
(Fig.13) indicates that this marking was intend­
ed for use at the branches on mail for city deli- 
very only. It is, however, occasionally found on 
out-of-town mail. Examples are rather scarce. The 
station letter is repeated in bold Gothic type in 
the killer, which has nine horizontal bars. The 
year date "79” occurs as a '’triplex” feature, but 
this has not been noted in 1877-78. Diameter of 
the killer circle is I2iimn.

TYPE G

Earliest date recorded - Jan. 2§, 1894.

This marking shows the letters "I.B.B.” in the 
townmark and the killer carries a number, which 
is in shaded type with serifs. Only odd numbers 
have been found running as high as 11. The grid 
consists of six vertical bars and inner circle 
is Hmm. diameter. The year date is normally 
shown. The marking is found on both city deli­
very and out-of-town mail.

denotes Industrial Building Branch. 
Very little is known about this branch. It may 
have been an auxiliary of Station H? with which 
it was consolidated in i898' The Industrial 
Building was located at 426 Lexington Ave., mid­
way between 43rd and 44th Sts. Station H was lo­
cated at Lexington & 43rd in 1892 and moved to 
Lexington & 44th in 1897’ Station H used a Type 
D-V stamp in 1895.

The markings commonly identified as double 
oval type come properly within the subject of 
this series of articles. They were described in 
some detail by E.L. Willard in an article in the 
July 1951 *ssue of U.S. C.C. Quarterly. The pre­
sent writer’s study has not been sufficiently 
extensive to add much to this information, so we 
must be content with a general summary.

These handstamps were used at least as early 
as 1881. At different periods they vary consid­
erably in size-from about 28mm. x 20mm. to 35mm. 
x 25mm, Usage appears to have been as follows; 
a) REG(Fig, 21) Registered Mail cancelled at the

G. P«0.
b) P0 (Fig. 22) Early use on third-class mail 

cancel led at the G.P.O.
c) P0 with numerals I, 2 and 3 below (Fig,, 23) 

Early use on third-class mail. probably at 
the g.P.O.

d) Large numerals I 2 and 3 (Fig. 24) Newspaper 
wrappers.probably at the g.p,o. or at special 
second-class mail stations,

e) CR (Fig. 25) Third-class mail cancelled at 
the g. P, 0. Willard identifies meaning as 
"Circular Room”.

f) FD (Fig. 26) Early use on third-class foreign 
mail at the g.P.O. - Foreign Department. This 
was probably superseded about 1334 by the dated 
double oval reading NEW YORK. U.S.A.

g) UD (Fig. 27) Has been seen only on postage 
Due stamps of the j39j issue.

h) STATION LETTER (Fig. 28) Used at the branch 
stations on registered letters and third-class 
mail, both, domestic and foreign. Refer to 
list of station dates in the introduction. 
Circular markings of the type shown in Fig.30 

were used 1875’76 at some of the branch stations. 
The G.P.O used a similar stamp without any dis­
tinctive letter. These were not of the duplex 
type and were sometimes used to cancel the stamp.

NEW YORK ’PEARLS”

The cancel 1 at ion shown in Figure29was applied 
only to Postage Due stamps in the shades current 
between 1879 and 1888. It is found in black and 
in various shades of blue. The design represents 
the letters N and Y interlaced at right angles in 
an oval of ’pearls’. This appears to have been 
applied as a pre-cancel by means of a roller car­
rying several dies. 1 am indebted for this infor­
mation to Mr. Warren R. Bower.

This concludes the series on Numbersand Letters 
in New York city Handstamps. Criticism and sup­
plementary information will be welcomed by the 
writer. Some collectors will note the absence of 
reference to foreign mail markings, including 
Supplementary Maj] ancj the so-called "|Fm" mark­
ings. We regret that these are out of our field 
and hope that someone wi 11 be moved to supply this 
information,
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20th CENTURY

PACIFIC GREYHOUND 
UNES

l JUL21 195!

| PASO ROBLES CAUF.j

(Purple)

(Blue) (Magenta)

SHIPPED
JUN 3 $35 

PROM ANSONIA

(Green)

Our thanks to Douglas Gary who sent in examples of two of the private carrier handstamps referred to 
in the January issue of the News, Pacific Greyhound Lines (on Scott No. 807),and Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company (on No. 825, Los Banos, California). The Sears Roebuck appears on a block of Scott 
1021, from Watsonville, California and is also Mr. Gary's contribution. Struck on a torn corner of an 
envelope (U529) the Libby McNeil and Libby is from my own collection and may possibly be incomplete.

Robert Waite Sr. has supplied the "SHIPPED FROM ANSONIA, CONN." with the following explana­
tion.— "The American Brass Company or Scovill Manufacturing Company loaded one or more cars of 
deliveries for New York City each day. These were scattered deliveries and an envelope was enclosed 
in the car with the delivery instructions inside. This assured the trucking company, in whose care the 
car was consigned, of having delivery receipts with the car whereas if the instructions were sent by 
mail they might have gone astray. The cars (for N.Y.C.) were consigned to the United States Trucking 
Corp., Pier 39, East River, NYC... Presumably cars were also shipped to Boston, Chicago and other 
centers." This service would be classified as a domestic variety of Consignee Mail I should imagine. 
The stamp cancelled is Scott 566.

Few articles for research on this subject exist, so we are most grateful to these two members for their 
kind help.

Carolyn Kuhn

Digitized by https://stampsmarter.org/
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F. P. HAMMOND & CO; continued.

Most styles of HAMMOND’S daters were double circle or double circle- 
inner end had the year date incorporated.

They also made canceling corks, rubber stampa and all P.O. supplies.

NEW POSTMASTERS
“DO YOUR OWN PRINTING.”

The cut shown below represents our Rubber Stamp 
Press, a very neat invention for printing Letter Heads, 
Note Heads, Statements, Bill Heads, Postal Cards, 
Envelopes, Shipping Tags, etc. The die is made of 
Rubber, mounted on a cherry base, and any number of 
different dies can be used. As shown in cut the print­
ing die is in position directly above inking pad. To ink 
^♦amp. the plunger is depressed, after which it springs 
back to position and then paper is placed under for 
impression. Any boy can work it successfully, saving 
time and bother of setting type, each die costing but a 
trifle.

Price of Press with ink, pads and one die, $5.00; 
with four extra dies, envelope corner, shipping tag, 
statement head and business card, $10.Uu. It weighs 
four pounds, and will be shipped by mail, securely 
packed, to any address for 64 cents.

ESTABLISHED 1S72.
Seals, Check Protectors, Inking Pads and 

Ink, Twine Cutters, Brass, Ribbon, and Rub­
ber Office Stamps for all business purposes.

The Largest STAMP FACTOBY ia the UNITED STATES.

“RIBBON M. 0. B. STAMP.”
This stamp is now 

used in many of the 
largest post offices. 
The dates for month, 
day, and year are ar­
ranged on three brass 
wheels, and can be 
changed in a second’s 
time. The year date 
wheel runs for ten 
years, and at expira­
tion new dates can be 
placed on old wheel, 
or new wheel fur­
nished at cost of ¥1.50 
to ¥2.50. Price of 

complete, $7.00.
•Extra Ribbons, from 
50 cents to ¥1.00, 
according to color 

wanted. Send for Sample impressions of dies.

“SEAL PRESSES”
For Notaries, Lodges, Banks, Corpora­

tions, etc. '

to amount of work.

We furnish a 
first-class article 
withnickel-plated 
Handle, and at 
prices far cheaper 
than others. For 
an ordinary plain 
lettered Seal our 
price is $3.50. 
Special designs in 
centre of die cost 
from ¥5.00 t o 
¥6.00, according

SPECIAL OFFER. $5.00 for only $3.00.
For $3.00 we will send 500 of our finest engraved 

Note Headings, No. 30, with P. M., Assistant, and name 
of office printed thereon. Also, one Box Record, good 
for three years' use, and can be used five years by sim­
ply changing date with a pen. These books are nicely 
bound in cloth and are adapted to 1,000 boxes or less, 1*. 
M.'s of all offices, except fourth class, can have a “Gen­
eral Postal Account Book” In place of Box Record If 
desired. Send for sample of Note Heading, also Box 
Record. This offer will hold good until due notice Is 
given.

t3—Read page 9, Jan., 1885, Postal Guide.
If you have notone of our catalogues seijd us a postal 

card and we will mall you a copy. It will pay you to 
look over our prices and save money.

Address F. I*. HAMMOND & CO., Aurora, Ill.
4

The rubber stamp press pictured sure is a very neat invention. 
The writer would GLADLY PAY $10.00 for a complete outfit!
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