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Published six times a year, January, March, j 
May, July, September and November by the US , 
CANCELLATION CLUB and sent free to members.
Back numbers 25<£ each to members.
Subscription price to others, $2.50 per yr.

500 per copy.
ADVERTISING RATES

Ful 1 page . . . . . . . $15 , 0.0
Halfpage..................... 8.00
Quarter page.......... 4.50
Column inch ...... 1.00
Adlets 20 per word, min. 500

Address communications to the Club Secretary, , 
C. D. Root, 855 Cove Way, Denver,Colo. 80209. '

FINPEX _%9"

The Fort Findlay Stamp Club will stage its 
second annual Exhibition and Bourse April 12-13, * 
1969 at the Imperial House, Findlay, Ohio, lo
cated at the Junction of 1-75 and State Route 12. 
Admission is free. There will be a large dealers 
bourse and a ninety-six (96) frame exhibit.

The show will open on Saturday at noon and 
close at 9 P. M. Sunday hours will be from 10 
A.M. till 6 P. M.

The U. S. Post Office will participate and 
furnish a special exhibition cancel for this 
show.

The theme of the show will center around a 
local community campaign to publicize Findlay as 
Flag City U. S. A. Local Groups as well as 
Findlay's representative in Washington,Congress
man Jackson E. Betts, have been supporting a 
campaign to fly the flag. Boy Scouts have parti
cipated to the extent of distributing door to 
door small flags furnished by local groups. A 
cacheted envelope, available from the Fort Find
lay Stamp Club will feature the "Flag Theme" and 
the Fort Findlay Local Post will be reactivated 
for the two (2) days of the exhibition. The 
local post stamp wi 11 tie in with the above theme. 
Cacheted envelopes with the local post stamp and 
exhibition cancel will be available at $.25 each. 
Cacheted envelopes with only the exhibition can
cel are $.15 each. Those who desire local post 
only should submit stamped, addressed envelopes 
and $.10 per cover. Orders for any of the above 
covers should be mailed to Mr. Hartley Smith, 
1314 Summit Street, Findlay, Ohio 45840. 
General Chairman is: Mr. Al Pundt, 411 S.Main 
Street, North Baltimore, Ohio 45872.

ROCKPEX '69

The ROCKLAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY, (Rockland 
County, N.Y.) announced their second annual ex
hibition and dealers' bourse, ROCKPEX '69, will 
be held on Saturday, May 10 and Sunday, May II, 
1969, at the Nyack, N.Y. Masonic Temple.

According to co-chairmen Moe Luff (#252) and 
Harold L. Laroff, ROCKPEX '69 will honor the 20th 
Anniversary of Israel's admittance to the United 
Nations and will have a special cacheted cover.

The Rockland Philatelic Society also stated 
that it has prepared an exhibitor prospectus for 
interested collectors. Frames featuring ISRAEL, 

TOPICAL and GENERAL collections will be accepted 
this year, with three prizes in each category. 
There will also be a special prize for BEST OF 
SHOW.

Collectors who wish to exhibit at ROCKPEX 
'69, and compete for these prizes, should write 
to Moe Luff, ROCKPEX '69, 12 Greene Road, Spring 
Valley, N.Y. 10977, for a copy of the prospectus.

FRONT PAGE

On the front page are three covers unrelated 
to each other, an unusual "Wheel of Fortune" from 
Ritchie C.H., West Virginia, a "Shield" from 
Dickson's Cross Roads, La. and a modern Cachet.

While the Shield is similar to #1199 in the 
Herst-Sampson Book its origin is not the same and 
it does appear to be slightly different. It is 
from the collection of Mr. Gene Mickel (#766).

The Cachet is in three colors: Red, white, 
and blue and was designed by Mr. Mickel for the 
covers to be sold at an exhibit sponsored by the 
Easton (Pa.) Philatelic Society and featuring 
Junior Col lectors at the Easton Y.M.C.A. on April 
26 from 10:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. It will be an 
exact copy of "The First Stars & Stripes" of the 
United Colonies which was unfurled the same day 
the Declaration of Independence was read offici
ally from the steps of the courthouse at Easton, 
Pa. on July 8, 1776. Covers will be franked with 
the "6^ Whitehouse" regularstamp and are offered 
at 25<f each or five for $1.00 addressed. A large 
self-addressed envelope should accompany all 
orders for unaddressed covers. Order your covers 
from Gene Mickel, 265 N. Main St., Phillipsburg, 
N.J. 08865, cash with order please. This cachet 
is particularly appropriate since the flag was 
designed, made and unfurled at Easton. It was 
carried in the "War of 1812" by Capt. Abraham 
Horn's Company of Easton and has been in the safe 
keeping of the Easton Public Library since 1821.

The "Wheel of Fortune" cover is one of the 
following list of additions sent in by Richard 
Russel 1(#444) and contained in the Collection of 
Covers belonging to Mr. Arthur E. Beane Jr. (#527). 

ARKANSAS, Prairie View, Logan, Co. 
CALIFORNIA, Centreville 
COLORADO, Fort Lyon 
CONNECTICUT, Hamburgh 
INDIAN TERRITORY, Tulsa 
IOWA, Britt, Hancock Co.
KENTUCKY, Owensbor
MASSACHUSETTS, Waterville, Joel Sibley, P.M. 
MICHIGAN, Port Austin, Huron, Co.

Caseville, Huron Co.
MINNESOTA, Elizabethtown

Nashville Center, W.A.Hinton,P.M.
Minnetonka Beach 

NEBRASKA, Harvard, Clay Co. 
Mission Creek 

NEW JERSEY, Bloomingdale 
NEW YORK, Tompkins Cove 

New Dorp 
Waddington 

NORTH CAROLINA, Belvidere 
Hei 1igs Mills 

OHIO, Chardon, Geauga Co., H. E. Rogers, P.M. 
OREGON, McCoy WASHINGTON, Sumner
WEST VIRGINIA, Ritchie C. H. (Illustrated) 

(Cont. on Pg. 64)Digitized by https://stampsmarter.org/
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ARE

Write for my

D US COVER

MY S P E C I A

FREE special lists,
gladly sent to U.S.C.C. members

Approvals 
on request.

W-A-N-T-E-D

"PAID" Cancels on »65 
Both on & off cover 

also hitherto unpublished information on them
The New American 
Paper Bound, Post

Stampless Cover Catalog
Paid $5.00E. N.

AEDRESS ... Box
SAMPSON

592, Bath N.Y., 14810

Material on US series of 1869!!
(Especi ally 114)

Covers, Cancels, Varieties, Freaks,etc. 
Also early US philatelic literature, 

magazines, papers, etc.

CANCELLATIONS ---COVERS
TOPICAL SEALS (NON SCOTT)

TRAINS, SPORTS. SHIPS. RED CROSS, 
CHARITIES, RELIGION, ROCKETS, etc.

APPROVALS atovad rroav A.S.D.A.
189 W. HADISON CHICAGO,ILL. 60602

CY HORWITZ («661)

Box 26, Tannersville, N.Y. 12485

WANT
U. S. ■

LISTS SOLICITED
CANCELS COVERS

S

L T Y

STANDARD POSTCARD CATALOG (Lowe) 
8)4x10%; 64 pgs. plus covers ENLARGED AND REVISED 

$3.95

Postcard price list, catalog & handbook, for all 
picture postcards. Over 120 illustrations. Con
tains outline history of the postcard, Lincolns, 
Detroits, Stengels, Tucks, Pioneers, Expositions, 
Fairs,Allentown Adpostals,Advertising Postcards, 
Sets & Series, Greetings, Topics, Types, Artists, 
Philatelic Items, Xmas Seals, etc.

MOE LUFF
12 GREENE ROAD, SPRING VALLEY, N.Y. 10977. 
(N.Y. State residents, please add 2% sales Tax.)

W. C. WALKER 
102 ELIZABETH ST. 

CLEARFIELD, PA. 16830

Wanted, Fancy Cancels on 19th 
Century U.S., off cover.

Exchanges Invited;

MELVIN BENDER
P.O. Box 289 -- Miami, Fla. 33101

WANTED: 1876 Centennial Stamped Envelope with Centennial 
Philadelphia, Pa. Postmark, typewritten Address and Letter. 
Also non-philatelic items, books, pictures, Stereos and all 
types of souvenirs including pressed glass.

WARREN TINGLEY (#471)
Elmhurst, Ill. 60126789 Mitchell Ave.

U. S. COVERS

I STOCK ALL AREAS, ISSUES, USAGES, 
CANCELS EXCEPT MODERN FDC. WHAT 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE? SELECTIONS

JAN: 
MAY: 
AUG: 
NOV:

WANTED ^65
4-5-18-2 4 FEB:
8-16 JUNE: 14-18 
11-12-20-21-29 
2-5-19-26-28-29

KENNETH R.

CALENDAR DATES
21-28-29 APR: 30
JUL: 6-8-13-1 6-17-20-21
SEP: 5-16-21-2 8
DEC: 3-22-25-29
LAURENCE

13005 Keystone Terrace 
North Miami, Florida 33161

SENT ON APPROVAL TO USCC MEMBERS

ON REQUEST.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III
P. □. BOX 4B8 

Lexington, Mass. 02173

WANTED: Momentoes of the past, such as stampless 
folded letters; illustrated covers before 1900; 
Civil War and Western States memorabilia;
Valentines(not post;cards)before 1870; letters of 
famous people; political items (preferably before 
1932); county histories; historical documents; 
photos and albums before 1880; trade cards and 
scrapbooks; pictorial items of many kinds; other 
articles ol Americana before 1900.

Please describe and price. 
JACK STINE

515 Elsie Street, Edwardsvi1le, Illinois 62025

HERST-SAMPSON, 19th CENTURY US FANCY CANCELS CHANGES OF ADDRESS
Out of Print $17.00 281

20th CENTURY U. 
CATALOGUE

S. FANCY CANCELLATIONS 
and PRICING GUIDE
$12.95

ROBERT L. MARKOVITS
P.O. BOX 744 WALL ST. STA.

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10005

526

643

696

William P, 
Ful lerton 
Place.

James to 773 Arbolado Drive, 
Cal. 92632 from 401 Estralita

John D. Roberts to 209 Maine Ave., Cherry 
Hill, N.J. 08034 from Westmont, N.J.
J. Leonard Diamond to 3301 Flamingo Drive, 
Miami Beach, Fla. 33140 from 407 Lincoln Rd. 
Stephen M. Sims to 5852 Corral Way, La Jolla. 
Cal. 92037 from Anchorage, Alaska.

Digitized by https://stampsmarter.org/
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J'NEW YORK FOREIGN MAIL CANCELLATI ON S__ 1870-1876" 
by Morrison Waud ~X#^97)

and Arthur VanVlissingen (#49)
Collectors of U. S. Postal History. Fancy 

Cancellations or the Bank Note issue stamps as 
well as other philatelists will find a world of 
new knowledge and interest in this new 106 page 
book by two outstanding specialists about these 
150 or more postal obliterations generally re
cognized as the most beautiful series of all U.S. 
fancy cancellations of the classic years. It 
brings up to date the many discoveries and de
velopments since Edwin Milliken's great handbook 
in 1942 summarized the data then available.

The Waud-Van VIissingen volume is more com
prehensive than anything previously attempted for 
publication about NYFM. Its profuse illustrations 
include excellent hal ftones that show 66 signifi
cant covers, 71 single off-cover stamps, 24 mul
tiples, and 5 related subjects,

Accurate full-size tracings reproduce 167 
NYFM types including 14 not previously known or 
proved by covers, and 47 other significant postal 
markings used in the Foreign Mail Division of the 
New York General Post Office during the applicable 
period. A new numbering system of NYFM types pro
vides for the addition of future discoveries with
out the disruption experienced in earlier number
ing series. Conversion tables simplify any prob
lems that collectors might otherwise experience 
in adopting the new numbers.

Besides a historical summary of all facts 
known about NYFM, the new book has chapters cover
ing relative rarity of the types, unusual uses, 
Supplementary Mail, and international postage 
rates. General information and illustrated ex
amples include domestic cancellations resembling 
NYFM, cancellations known used both locally and 
on foreign mail, color cancellations, NYFM on 
postal stationery, NYFM on forwarded mail, fake 
cancellations and covers, and famous NYFM corres
pondences.

"New York Foreign Mail Cancellations 1870- 
1876" is published under the auspices of the 
Clarence W. Hennan Memorial Publication Fund of 
the Collectors Club of Chicago. It can be order
ed from dealers, or by letter enclosing check 
di rect f rom Col 1 ectors Cl ub of Ch i cago, Room 1430, 
33 South Clark Street, Chicago, Illinois 60603. 
Price of the regular edition, in hard cover cloth 
binding, is $17.50 postpaid. The limited deluxe 
edition with slip cover and bound in simulated 
leather contains a separate pocket containing a 
set of II transparent acetate looseleaf pages 
showingall known NYFM types actual size.for com
parative purposes and study. Price is $25.00 
postpaid.

FRONT PAGE. Cont. from Pg. 62.
Also please add the following towns from the 
Cover collection of Mr. Gene Mickel (#766)

ILLINOIS, Hillsborough 
MINNESOTA. Stillwater 
RHODE ISLAND, Canonchet 
WISCONSIN. Ashland.

CANDIDATE FOR DIRECTOR AT LARGE APS

Kelly Shryoc (#758) is seeking the nomin
ation for this office in American Philatelic 
Society. He is fully qualified to serve in this 
office and your Secretary urges those of you who 
are also members of APS to cast your votes for 
him.

"POSTOFFICES OF OREGON.WASHINGTON & IDAHO" 
by Robert L. TandTs D.M7t). (#449J

This book which has been in preparation for 
over five years will consist of 256 pages divided 
into four sections, Oregon, Washington and Idaho 
and the RPOs of the three states. It will be 
illustrated, will give opening and closing dates 
of all Post Offices from date of opening through 
1968,. will cover Territorial Dates and County 
Markings.

ft will be ready in about 6 weeks in an 
edition limited to less than 1,000 and will cost 
$25.00 from the publisher. We suppose Dr. Landis 
could handle advance orders. Address him at 5311 
N. Vancouver Ave., Portland, Oregon 97217.

NEW MEMBERS

810 Miss Frances H. Jackson, 31 Woodland St., 
Hartford, Conn. 06105-USA beginning with 63 
used, lower values, some cancel 1 at ions,chief 
interest, "Jacksons" Black & others off 
cover. (Kesterson)

811 Paul E. Smith, 305 Waldman Drive, Park For
est, I 1 1 . 60466-Al aska Covers; Early US Post
marks; Stampless Covers; Precancels; US 
Stamps & First Day Covers;Canada (Cerny)

812 Joseph J. Gabry, P.O.Box 4482,Albuquerque, 
N.M. 87106-U.S. Covers stampless to better 
modern items with emphasis on Cancellation, 
not necessarily the stamp. (Sampson)

813 Ronald J. Potash MD. Box 3175, Hamilton 
Square, N.J. 08619-Early USA (Mint,V.F.,F. 
or average plus) off cover; Confederates on 
Cover. (Horwitz)

814 Alan T. Atkins, P.O. Box b, Milford, Ohio 
45150- Ky.Covers,18th & 19th Century with 
Postmarks (no manuscript) (Turley)

815 Woodrow F. Bartges, 311 E. Center St., Dan
ville, Pa. 17821-Worldwide stamps both mint 
& used; Special interests; Worldwide mint 
Souvenir Sheets, USA Fancy Cancellations.

(Horwi tz)

LIBRARY

Our new Librarian has been appointed. He 
is Elmer J. Binker (#541), Box 2534, White City, 
Oregon 97501. All pertinent records and also the 
volumes not out at this time have been sent to 
him by Bill Bomar (#483).

Those of you who have volumes on loan from 
the Library should either return them to Mr. 
Binker. if finished with them or await his in
structions for forwarding.

Our last list was published as a supplement 
to the March 1963 NEWS and contained a number of 
volumes which really were not needed in our 
Library and which no member had ever requested. 
Many of these have been eliminated.

As soon as Mr. Binker can manage we shall 
get a new list and send it out with the NEWS. 
Meanwhile, please use the old list and bear with 
us if some confusion occurs.

In behalf of the members of USCC we wish 
to thank Mr. S. M. Horwitz (#661) for the gift 
of another book. THE PICTURE POSTCARD AND ITS 
ORIGINS by Frank Staff. This is a beautiful and 
interesting book although much of the material 
is not directly connected with Cancellations or 
Postal History.

DECEASED
428 E. M. Zwickel

746 Allan V. Croshier

322 Hugh J. Baker Jr.

RESIGNED
534 Colin H. Bayley
550 Edward R. Kennedy
590 Tom J. Caldwell
711 Wal ter E, Thomas
713 Carroll N. Morris
763 Mrs. William M. Maddick
767 Whi. C. Aichele

Digitized by https://stampsmarter.org/
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FANCY CANCELS, PROOFS AND SOME UNUSUAL 20th CENTURY ITEMS

PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY ALL ORDERS, ABSOLUTE GUARANTEE OF SATISFACTION WITH IMMEDIATE 
REFUND IF RETURNS ARE MADE WITHIN 5 DAYS OF RECEIPT. All lots posted via protected mail so include 
additional 50< on orders under S10.00. SECOND CHOICES APPRECIATED. INCLUDE EXISTING LOCAL AND 
STATE SALES TAXES.

1176CC. #24 - very good used copy with FULL 
GUIDE LINE............................... ....

1177CC. #24 - SUPERB appearing; VF Carrier 
tnorr Strike(H5#631). Small thin.......................  
1178CC. ff24 - Fine used copy, ms cancel. PART

IMPRINT....................... ....................... ....
CARRIER cancel. Finef 1180CC. $63 - RED CARRIER on small piece. VG 

_____ stamp, F strike................................. ....  
118 ICC. #65 - EXCELLENT STRIKE OF LARGE HAND. 
__ ____ VF appearing stamp with TINY cr.crease 
1182CC. #65 - Solid 2/3 strike of blue circular 

"FORT SCHUYLER, N.Y.R Tiny, hardly 
noticeable tear. . . .... . . . . , : 
#73 - Unusual "GEAR LIKE" cancel. VF1183CC.

118400.
1184CC.

strike, nibbed corn, perf............................
■ Fine used copy. Town cancel. . 

.. ._ ■ VF strike of NYC COGWHEEL. F+
#76 -
#78 -

1186CC. )7«"?

$

$

4. 50

8.50

$ 5.00
$11. 50
$

$

$

$ 
$

4.50

6.00

8.50

6. 50
6.50

1187CC.

1188CC.

VF bullseye strike of BINGHAM, 
MASS. BAT. VG+ stamp. ....... 
#78 - Superb full strike of NEGATIVE 
STAR OF DAVID. VG stamp ...... 
#78 - VF strike of San Francisco

$10.00

$19.50

$15.00

COGWHEEL. VG stamp........................................... $ 7.50
1189CC. #147 - VF strike of scarce small MASONIC

SQ. AND COMPASS. G stamp. ...........................$ 6.50
1190CC. #147 - F strike of Charleston, N.H.

MASONIC CIRC. SQ. AND COMPASS. Perf 
faults........................................................................ $ 6.50

1191CC. #150 - VF strike of circular STEAMSHIP.
G stamp but for blunted perfs top. . . $4.00 

1192CC. #150 - Superb bullseye strike of
ARMADILLA. Unusual. Perfs cut .... $10.00

1193CC. #151 - VF strike of NYFM no. 4 G stamp 
but perfs touch on top. . . . . . . . $ 8.50 

1194CC. #153 - VF bright red crossroads on a
lovely colored stamp. Off center. SoundS 6.50

119SCC. #152 - Superb strike of NYFM no. 103 on a
beautiful stamp)(superb but for 1 

. blunted perf). ................................ $10.00
1196OC. #158 - VF strike of T in OCTOGON. 

‘ VG stamp ............................. .....$ 6.50
1197CC. #158 - Superb strike of UNUSUAL HEAD.

VG stamp....................................................... . . $ 6.50
1198OC. #158 - Heavy strike of LARGE MASK.

'VG stamp with few blunt perfs. . . . . $6.50
1199OC. #158 - Exceptional, full strike of scarce

SPADE. Stamp good app. but with faults $ 5.00 
1200CC. #158 - VF strike of WATERBURY SHIELD.

Good app. stamp with sm. faults. . . . $7.50 
1201CC. #158 - VF strike of large unusual 

NEGATIVE MASONIC. Small faults on
a • c • o L dillp • • • • • • • • • • • • • • MP • v w

1202CC. #158 - Unusual full BRANCH. VF strike;
VG stamp................................................................... $ 5.00

1203CC #158 - Beautiful large HEART SHAPED
SHIELD. S. strike-few clipped perfs on 
off center stamp.....................................................$12.50

1204CC. #158 - Full strike of lovely WATERBURY
LEAF. Perfs touch and stamp has SLIGHT 
thin but strike if VF++............................... $7.50

1205CC. #158 - Full strike of a different but 
just as nice WATERBURY LEAF. Fine+ 
strike on VG stamp................   $10.00

1206CC. #158 - Enclosed "FREE". S. full strike
of F+ stamp........................................_....$ 7.50

1207OC. #158 - RARE MT. VERNON, OHIO BUG in 
blue F. strike on VF stamp.......$23.50

1208CC. #163 - unusual stamp. Very large iNK BLOB 
on forehead!5mm’s across!) - with VF 
CROSSROADS. VG stamp. ............. $15.00

1209CC. #165 - UNUSUAL GEOMETRIC IN BLUE. SUPERB
strike of VF stamp .......... $18.50

1210CC. #165 - Fine circular 'STEAMSHIP strike 
on stamp with faults. . .... ........................ $ 4.00

1211CC. #183 - Beautiful Harjilike strike on 
V. stamp............................................... $ 6.50

1212CC.

1213CC.

1214CC.

1215CC.

1216CC.

1217CC.

1218CC.

1219CC.

1220GC.

1221CC.

1222CC.

1223CC.

1224CC.

12 25CC.

1226CC.

1227CC.

1228CC.

1229CC.

1230CC.
123ICC.

1232CC.

1233CC.

1234CC.

1235CC.

1236CC.

1237CC.

1238CC.

1239CC.

1240CC.

124 ICC.

1242CC.

1243CC.

Almost bullseye VF strike of 
TILL BOOT. F. Stamp............................. $
Nice strike of scarce type

4. 50

MASONIC SQUARE AND COMPASS. Strike a 
bit light but pomplete. Stamp with 
sm. faults. . . . ............................................. $4.50
#184 - Beautiful, superb strike of
MASONIC TROWEL. VF stamp..................................$ 7.50
#184 - Superb strike of negative year 
date 79. VG stamp with s.e........................ $ 6.50
#184 - RARE magenta INSIGNIA IN SMALL 
GRID WITH DRY* on bottom. On pair, 
1 stamp VF other slight creases, Strike
VF but appears light due to color. . . $13.50 
#184 - Superb strike of APPLE WITH
STEM. Perfs clipped on bottom...................... $ 6.50
#184 - Scarce ODDFELLOW'S 3 LINKS of 
Forest, Ohio (HS1708). Good strike, 
stamp with tiny faults. .......$ 6.50 
#188.- Unusual item - ftN.Y. STEAMSHIP" 
marking on stamp with vert, pre-printing 
paper-fold. Fair strike; F. stamp. . $ 7.50 
#189 - Magnificent strike of large negative 
block letter L - Very uncommon of the 
higher values. Stamp with TINY hinge thin, 
F+ otherwise. A GEM for those looking 
for premium strikes. ......................................$7.50
#206 - Bullseye strike of uncommon, 
fairly small, wide lined numeral "3."
S. strike on G. stamp. . . . . . . . $ 6.00 
#206 - Unusual large block "L" in uncommon 
barred eliptical grid. NOT A MACHINE
CANCEL. S. strike on VG stamp......................$ 6.50
#207 - Bullseye strike of RARE MAN WITH 
A PIPE (Lincoln?). S. strike of VF, 
s.e. stamp...............................................................$45.00
#207 - Rare bullseye strike of BLACKBIRD. 
Strike full but light - easily distin
guishable. Light corner crease .... $10.00 
#207 - Superb bullseye strike of 3 LEAF 
CLOVER. Stamp almostS....................................... $10.00
#210 - VF strike of eerie MASK. On VF
Stamp....................................  $7.50
#210 - Bullseye strike of blue KICKING
MULE. Full but light strike. G. stamp . $ 7.50
#210 - VF+ strike of vA" on small piece,
VG stamp, cpl. sh. perfs................................. $ 6.50
#210 - UNUSED FRESH BLOCK OF FOUR.
Deep, rich shade. Almost F.........................$ 9.00 
#213 - VF strike of FULL MASK. F. stamp $ 8.50 
#213 - S. strike of full eerie mask.
G. stamp, s.e...........................................................$8.50
#215 - UNUSED BLOCK OF FOUR. Bright, 
fresh color. VG............................................. $23.50
#219D- UNUSED STRIP OF THREE. Bit of
paper on back. VG to F......................................$11.00
#220 - Beautiful strike of rare MASONIC
SEEING EYE (not the one in HS book) 
VF++ strike VG+ stamp.................................. $15.00
#220a- MINT, NEVER HINGED BLOCK OF 4.
A bit weak; stamps G.......................................... $ 6.50
#230 - UNUSED BLOCK OF 4 - SMALL hinge
thin. All G.................................... $ 6.00
#231 - Superb, bullseye strike of
CIRCLED ffI0fi - F. stamp....................................$ 5.00
#266-267 - UNUSED PAIR - 1 type I, other 
type II. Paper hinge on back. VG . . . $6.50 
#280b- UNUSED BLOCK OF 4 - lovely orange 
brown, s.e. on rt. to VF............................... $ 8.50
#397 • UNUSED BLOCK OF 4. Premium block 
- 2 VF, 2 S. Strong & Bright ..... $13.00 
#409 - 12 unused copies VG to VF. Al 1 p 
private perf. Mail-O-Meter Type 4. 3 prs, 
2 paste-up prs, 1 strip 4. All diff.
shades . . ....................... $9.50
#409 - VF to S. SET OF UNUSED ARROW BLOCKS
OF 4.............................................................  $10.00
#414 - Unused BLOCK OF 4 WITH PL. NO. (A 5719)
AND PART IMP. F to F+.................................... $16.50

SPECIALIZED ACCUMULATION OF "PAIDS" on 30 1861-66 issues. UNMOUNTED. Includes much information on types.
Product of serious student. 60 covers, over 200 stamps........................................................................................ • .$240.00 PP.

30 DIFF. 5* and CLEAN, UNADDRESSED ART CRAFT FDC (my choice). .$ 4.00

Collectors’Corner / ASDA / P.O. Box 26 Tannersville, N.Y. 12485

Digitized by https://stampsmarter.org/
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^'”4 X 7iMauo De^ £ usT/CAcy 8

MORE RAILROAD MARKINGS ON COVERS 
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BARR-FIKE MACHINE CANCELLATIONS 
by Arthur H. Bond (#505)

In 1896 a new machine cancellation began to 
appear, having a unique "killer" section, con
sisting of a series of closely-spaced vertical 
bars. This was the marking of a high-speed, auto
matic, motor-driven canceling machine produced by 
the Barr-Fyke Machine Co. of Kansas City, Mo. 
Before proceeding with a description of these 
markings and listing the post offices known to 

.have used the various styles it will be interest
ing to make a brief review of the Post Office 
Department's experience with canceling machines 
previous to 1896.

After a couple of brief experiments with 
other types, the first practical canceling ma
chines were put into regular service in the Bos
ton and New York post offices in 1876. These 
machines were made by Thomas and Martin Leavitt, 
of Everett, Mass. The Leavitt machines did not 
prove satisfactory on letter mail and imprints 
are rarely found on envelopes, but they were ex
tensively used on postal cards. In 1879 they 
were introduced into a dozen other large cities 
and before 1898 served in about 28 post offices.

The Ethridge brothers founded the American 
Postal Machines Co. in 1884 and acquired the 
Leavitts' business. With the permission of the 
Post Office Department their machines were in
stalled in Boston in 1884, but were not formally 
leased by the Government until 1889. Although 
apparently used in 1884 only on third-class mail, 
they proved highly satisfactory on letter mail, 
and had broad distribution soon after 1889. In 
1894 some of the American machines began to use 
the well-known "Flag" cancelling dies.

The International Postal Supply Co., of New 
York, was organized about 1886 by Matthew J. 
Dolphin and George W. Hey, who took over patents 
granted in that year to Hey and Emil Laass. Their 
machines, referred to as "the Hey-Dol ph in ma
chines", were used in Brooklyn and Buffalo for 
short periods in 1888 and soon were leasedin 
considerable numbers for the larger post offices. 
Early in 1893 International introduced an ini- 
proved model in New York City, said to have had 
an average capacity of 40,000 letters perhour 
with a single operator, as compared with 25,000 
per hour and two operators for their previous 
machine. Nevertheless, their contracts were can
celled in June 1895 and were not renewed unti 1 
1898, since when machines of this make have been 
widely used.

The Barry Postal Supply Co., owned by William 
Barry, of Oswego,N.Y., made trial installations 
in Washington and Chicago in 1894 and was probab
ly responsible for the temporary disappearance of 
International, as large numbers of Barry machines 
appeared in service in 1895-96. Well over 100 
machines of this make were used in 1899 and some 
continued in service until 1909.

The Barr-Fyke Machine Co.

Several other patents were granted in this 
field during the early 1890's and some inventors 
were permitted trial runs of short duration, but 
the next successful contractors were John H. Barr 

and Charles V. Fyke, operating as the Barr-Fyke 
Machine Co., of Kansas City, Mo. From a study of 
collected covers,it has been found that the first 
installations, in Kansas City in 1896 and in Wash
ington in 1897, although continuing over several 
months, used several different dies in succession. 
There seems no indication that these machines 
were actually leased to the Government. We have, 
therefore, classified their markings as "experi
mental" types, identifying them as X-l, X-2, X-3, 
etc. In 1898 we find Barr-Fyke machines in regu
lar service in Boston, Chicago^ St. Louis, Wash
ington and the Madison Square Station in New York. 
They were also used, probably for short periods, 
in the New York main office and Station P. Twenty 
seven machines were leased in 1899 and 1900, in
creased to at least 30 in 1901. The year 1903 
witnessed the introduction of the "Midget" 19 mm. 
circle die at a few offices and this was the 
type most used in 1904-05. Only 18 post offices 
have been recorded as using Barr-Fyke in 1905; 
the latest known use being at Parkersburg, W. Va. 
on June 15, 1905. From 1902 to. 1905 the Barr- 
Fyke cancels may be confused with those made by 
the Doremus machines. These may be easily dis
tinguished by remembering that the vertical bars 
in Doremus killers never exceeded 16mm. in height. 
The shortest Barr-Fyke killers were 18 mm. high 
and were used with the "Midget" 19 mm, circle, 
while those used with the larger circles were 22 
mm. tall.

Classification

As explained above, the obviously experi
mental types.Used in 1896-97 at Kansas City and 
Washington have been designated as Types X-l and 
X-13. These markings are illustrated individ
ual ly in Plates I and 2.

Rather than introduce an entirely new clas
sification series for the regular types, we have 
continued the system used by Max G. Johl and 
Paul H. Segnitz, presented in 1951 in the journal 
"XX Killers", which dealt only with the types in 
use from 1901 to 1905. This will be familiar to 
most of the older col lectors.

The system is based on the use of a letter 
to indicate the type of postmark or dater circle 
and a number for the type of killer or cancella
tion die. Letters and numbers were assigned in 
approximately chronological order as various 
styles appear. Thus each complete marking may 
be described by a duplex combination code, such 
as Type C-I2I, indicating Type C postmark with 
Type 121 killer. Missing numbers are reserved 
for possible future discoveries. No changes have 
been made in code designation for the types 
dealt, with by Johl and Segnitz. Where either 
postmark or killer shows origin at a branch 
station the letter S is added to the basic letter 
or number. The suffixes R and X are .used for 
receiving and service markings respectively. The 
postmark and killer types described in the text 
are illustrated in Plates 3 and 4.

Various combinations used as receiving marks 
or supplementary service are dealt with in a 
series following description of the regular can
cellation types.
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The Barr-Fyke "Flag" cancels, which were 
used from 1900 to 1905 for short periods at 
several offices, are covered in a later instal
ment. The markings produced by a Barr-Fyke 
machine that was used at the Paris Exposition in 
1900 will also be described.
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We hope that this series will induce many 
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rections for future publication. Please address 
Arthur H. Bond, P.O. Box 625, Casselberry, Fla. 
32707.

EXPERIMENTAL INSTALLATIONS 
See illustrations on Plates I and 2.

TYPE X-l

KANSAS CITY, M0.
Recorded usage: June 12 - 16, 1896
Postmark: Rectangle 17 mm. x 44 mm.
Killer: Vertical bars 18 mm. high, spaced 

2.85 mm. (20 mm. covers 7 spaces) 
numeral "2" in space following 8th bar

TYPE X-2

KANSAS CITY, M0.
Recorded usage: June 19 to Aug. II, 1896
Postmark: Rectangle 16 mm. x 44 mm.

Broader letters than Type X-l
Killer: Vertical bars 18 mm. high, spaced 

2.85 mm. Numeral "2" in ellipse following 
8th bar. Numeral is defective or omitted 
after July 15

TYPE X-3

KANSAS CITY, M0.
Recorded usage: Aug. 15 to Sept. 28, 1896
Postmark: Rectangle 15 mm. x 43 mm.

Condensed lettering
Killer: Vertical bars 16 mm. high, spaced 

2.85 mm. At least 19 bars in length.

TYPE X-4

KANSAS CITY, M0.
Recorded usage: Oct. 22 to Nov. 21, 1896
Postmark: Rectangle 15 mm. x 44 mm.

Condensed lettering
Killer: Same as Type X-3

TYPE X-5

KANSAS CITY, M0. STA. A
Recorded usage: Sept. 19 to Nov. 3, 1896
Postmark: Rectangle 16 mm. x 44 mm.

Condensed lettering
Killer: Vertical bars 17 mm. high, spaced

2.85 mm. At least 20 bars in length

TYPE X-6

KANSAS CITY, M0. STA. A
Recorded usage: Feb. 26, 1897 (one cover)
Postmark: Open straight-line. 4-digit year
Killer: Vertical bars 17 mm. high, spaced

2.7 mm- (30 mm. covers II spaces)
At least 12 bars in length

TYPE X-7

KANSAS CITY, M0. STA. A
Recorded usage: July 12 to Sept. 2, 1897
Postmark: Rectangle 15 mm. x 43 mm.

Condensed lettering
Killer: Same as Type X-3

TYPE X-8

WASHINGTON, D. C.
Recorded usage: March 7 to 15, 1897
Postmark: Open straight-line. 4-digit year
Killer: Vertical bars 18 mm. high, spaced

2.5 mm. At least 21 bars in length

TYPE X-9

WASHINGTON, D. C.
Recorded usage: Mar. 22 t;o Apr. 20, 1897
Postmark: Circle 24.5 mm. diameter..

Two-digit year at bottom
Killer: Vertical bars 22 mm. high, spaced

1.67 mm. (20 mm. covers 12 spaces)
37 bars in length

TYPE X-10

WASHINGTON, D. C.
Recorded usage: Apr. 21 to June 16, 1897
Postmark: Circle 22.5 mm, diam. Town

lettering smaller than Type X-9.
Two-digit year at bottom.

Killer: Vertical bars 20 mm. high, spaced
2.33 mm.; 31 bars in length

TYPE X-lI

WASHINGTON, D. C.
Recorded usage: June 20 to Aug. 17, 1897
Postmark: Circle 22.5 mm. diam. Two- 

digit year horizontal below time
Killer: Vertical bars 21 mm. high, spaced 

2.5 mm.; at least 29 bars in length

TYPE X-12

KANSAS CITY, MO./STA. A
Recorded usage: June 23-24, 1898
Postmark: Circle 23.5 mm. diameter.

Two-digit year above STA. A.
Killer: "Bull's Eye"

TYPE X-l3

KANSAS CITY, MO./STA. A
Recorded usage: Aug. 22 to Sept. 5, 1898
Postmark: Circle 22.0 mm. diam.
Killer: Vertical bars 22 mm. high, spaced 

3.33 mrrr.; 23 bars in length
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BARR-FYKE MACHINE CANCELSEXPERIMENTAL TYPES PLATE I

KANSAS CITY,MO.
JUN 12 7 PM. 96

X-2
KANSASCITY.MO.
JUL IS 7 PM 96 0

X-5

KANSAS QTY.MO.STA. A.
x-6 FEB 26 6 25 pm.

189 7

KANSAS ClTYMaSTA.A. 
JUL 27 7 PM 97
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BARR-FYKE MACHINE CANCELS
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