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REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

Pictured above are a stamp with an unusual Cancellation and also a drawing of 
the Cancellation. This stamp was sold to me as an unusual 'STAR OF DAVID”. 
Perhaps I am wrong but I think it is a “MASONIC APRON ” with a “SQUARE AND 
COMPASS" worked into the design of the top of the apron. There is no doubt in 
my mind that this is a good Cancellation but I have never seen one similar. DOES 
ANYONE KNOW THE ORIGIN? IS THERE A COPY ON COVER? IS THERE 
AN INTERPRETATION OF THE DESIGN OTHER THAN THE ONE I HAVE 
MADE? HELP WILL BE APPRECIATED. Please write the Editor or 
EDWARD L. WILLARD (#125), 225 Woodland Drive, State College, Pa. 16802.
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THE U S CANCELLATION CLUB NEWS

Published six times a year, January,March, 
May, July,September and November by the US 
CANCELLATION CLUB and sent free to members.

Back numbers 25$ each to members.
Subscription price to others. $2.50 per yr. 

50$ per copy.
ADVERTISING RATES

Full page.................................... $15.00
Hal f page.................................... 8.00
Quarter page............................  4.50
Column inch............. ................ 1.00
Adlets 2$ per word, rain. 50$

Address communications to the Club Secretary, 
C. D. Root, 855 Cove Way, Denver,Colo. 80209.

IL S. 20th CENTURY NUMERAL CANCELLATIONS 
by Edith R. Doane (#847) 
(continued from Page 70)

If you have read to this point, no doubt 
there are two ziiestions in your minds: what was 
the overall advantage in the use of this Numeral 
Type of cancellation and what is the true signi
ficance of each of its numbers?

As to "advantage", I believe it to have been 
a sort of morale~bui1der for the Post Office De
partment, to counteract the widespread complaints 
about the former illegible postmarking and the 
ineffective cancellation of stamps. But why did 
it lean over backwards and test three different 
Types at the same time instead of only one? Pub
lic acceptance and postmasters' approval caused 
the new devices to be considered "vePy success
ful", according to the 1904 and 1905 Annual Re
ports of the Postmaster General, and resulted in 
the adoption of another style resembling Type 3 
in some respects - so perhaps it was all worth 
wh i 1 e.

As regards the "significance" of the dif
ferent numbers, I regret sincerely that I can 
furnish no explanation nor documentation whatso
ever. Many well-known and knowledgeable postal 
historians have been questioned about them but 
their answers have been evasive, inconclusive or 
just plain "I don't know". I personally have 
applied several different test patterns, not one 
of which proves out, and official records have 
provided no proof.

No proof, so far, that is. But, happily, 
research is never closed - so I keep on keeping 
on with it. Any assistance from our members will 
be appreci ated.

CHANGE IN COLLECTING INTERESTS

893 Kenneth S. Reed-Mississippi Postal History;
USA #sl-100 on Cover with Fancy Cancels.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

With this issue of the NEWS is a ballot on 
which members may express their preferences for 
officers for 1972-3. President Schoen appointed 
a Nominating Committee and, as usual, the present 
I st Vice-President was asked to stand for Presi
dent. For personal reasons he was forced to de
ci ine as was the present 2nd Vice-President when 
he, in turn, was asked. The Committee then asked 
Mr. Schoen to stand for re-election, which he 
consented to do. Arthur H. Bond (#505) has been 
nominated for 1st Vice-President and Mrs. Ruth 
Grissman (#667) for 2nd Vice-President. Also the 
custom of having the outgoing President become 
Chairman of the Board of Governors had to be 
changed. The Committee has suggested Abe Boyar
sky (#478) and E. N. Sampson (#28) for the six 
year term on the Board, Mr. Boyarsky to be Chair
man. Members may approve these nominations or 
they may designate any other member they wish by 
writing in the name.

DUES FOR 1972

Also, on the same sheet with the ballot is 
a reminder that dues for 1972 are payable now. 
Sending them in promptly will remove a tendency 
to forget and will simplify the work of the 
Sec'y-Treas. Members who have material in the 
sales department stock may have dues charged to 
that account. In fact, that will be done auto
matically sometime after Jan. I for all such who 
have not paid at that time. Some members have 
already paid their 1972 dues. Their cards should 
have reached them before this copy of the NEWS. 
The January NEWS will be sent to all members on 
the list but only those whose dues for 1972 have 
been received will get the March NEWS.

The amount is still only $4.00.

NEW MEMBERS

917 William H. Heisler, Jr., 1643 Benner St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19149 - U.S. Cancellations 
on Post and Postal Cards.

9 18 Charles A. Miller, P.O. Drawer 430, Green
ville, Miss. 3870 1 - U.S.Covers, primarily 
19th Century. (Garrett)

919 J. David Baker, P.O. Box 892, Indianapolis, 
Ind. 46206 - Indiana Postal History.

920 R. H. Lounsbery, 209 N. Aurora St., Ithaca, 
N.Y. 14850 - 19th Cent. U.S.Covers (Herst)

CHANGES OF ADDRESS

324 William M. Able, 75 Woodside Drive, Washing
ton, Pa. 15301 from Shelbyville, Ind.

683 Haines P. Walmsley Jr., #229 Bissell, Chicago, 
111. 60614 from Lincoln Park West.

745 Peter Stafford, 15, Keswick Drive, Stockport, 
Cheshire, England from Fountain Valley, Cal.

781 David Ernest Lawson, RFD #2, Box 455-A, 
Woods Lake, Middleboro, Mass 802348 from 
Brockton, Mass.

787 Wi11iam H. Hatton, 1705 LeMoyne Ave., Syra
cuse, N.Y. 13208 from Tawas City, Mich.

900 Ernest rl. Wyche, 2036 VanBuren St., Wilming
ton, N. Car. 28 401 from Newark, N.Y.

903 William E. Duckworth, 907 Anderson St., 
Wilson, N. Car. 27893 from Urbana, 111.

905 Capt. Francis J. Crown Jr., Box 5356, Security, 
Colo. 80911 from Fort Benning, Ga.Digitized by https://stampsmarter.org/
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OLD US COVERS

ARE MY SPECIALTY

Write for my FREE special lists. Approvals 
gladly sent to U.S.C.C. members on request.

The New 1971 Edition American Stampless
Cover Catalog Paper Bound, Post Paid..$7.00

Hard Covers, Post Paid....................................$10.00

E. N. SAMPSON
Box 592 Bath N.Y., 14810

U. S. COVERS

I STOCK ALL AREAS, ISSUES, USAGES, 
CANCELS EXCEPT MODERN FDC. WHAT 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE? SELECTIONS 
SENT ON APPROVAL TO USCC MEMBERS 
ON REQUEST.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III
P. □ . BOX 468

▲ Lexington. Mass. Q2173

WANTED
Stampless covers postmarked Hanover, Keene, 

and Charlestown, New Hampshire
D. K. BALL

1562 Bruton Ct. McLean, Virginia 22101

HANDBOOKS FUR CANCELLATION COLLECTORS

Colorado Railway Post Office Routes
by John H. Willard.........................................$1.50

Wyoming Territorial and Pre-Territorial
Post Offices by Daniel Y» Meschter.$2.50

Postal History of Colorado
by Bauer, Ozment & Willard...................$15.00

all postpaid

Daniel A. Stone, 1545 Glenarm Place 
Denver, Colo. 80202

WANTED TO BUY or SWAP 
20th CENTURY U.S. FANCY CANCELS 

ON COVER ANY QUANTITY 
WILLIAM C. WALKER

102 Elizabeth St., Clearfield, Pa. 16830

URGENTLY NEEDED for our cover mail auctions: 
U.S. Stampless and early Stamped Covers of 
all types with various markings; fancy can
cels or just plain cancels. Collections, 
accumulations or single items are welcomed, 
any quantity. More information sent upon 
request. Our Auction Lists are sent free 
to anyone requesting a copy.

MAXWELL A. YOUNG (#902)
706-CSouthport St., Elmira, NY 14904

PATRONIZE THE NEWS ADVERTISERS.

THREE CENT 1869’s WANTED!!

Cancels,

Covers,
Pi eces,

Freaks,
Vari eti es, 

Ess ays, 
FYoof s.

- WHAT HAVE YOU? -

Will better any dealers offer.

PLEASE SEND WITH ASKING PRICE.

Oy Horwitz 

Box 26

Tannersville, N.Y. 12485

WANTED: LOUISIANA COVERS
Stampless to the present 

Also Documents, Related Material 
ERIN R. GUNTER 
8865 Syble Dr.

Baton Rouge, La. 70814

WANTED-N.Y.S. Cancels on 1851-1869 covers 
and U218-U221 Centen. Issue Entires. 

Unused Patriotics.
D. WASSERMAN,

2104 Holland Av., Bronx, N.Y. 10462

COVERS WANTED
RFD, streetcar, collection wagon, District of 
Columbia town s-- 18 50- 19 10 ; and flags (milita'ry 
RFD, R. R. , and Exposition only). Also post
cards showing WWI military scenes or Negroes. 
JIM MUNDIS,6601 Lybrook Ct.,Bethesda,Md. 20034 
Have the following recently acquired Leavitt 
Machine Cancel Types available for CASH or 
TRADE. Priced for Cash Below, or what other 
early machine cancels do you have to offer??

STRATTON #s USED:
A-2 VF Impression..20.00 B-3 Fine Impression..7.50 
B-l Fine Impression. 5.00 D-1 Avg. Impression..7.50 

CORRESPONDENCE INVITED: MARTIN TOLY,
5072 Briarledge Road No., Syr acuse, N. Y. 13212

WANTED
NORTH CAROLINA STAMPLESS COVERS 

and N.C. CONFEDERATES
H. C. Dunstan, 1002 Columbus Dr., #15 

Hammond, La. 70401
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PNEUMATIC MACHINE CANCELS 
by Arthur H. Bond

The Postmaster-General's Report for the year 
ending June 30. 1899 states that arrangements 
have been made for leasing twenty machines from 
the Pneumatic Canceling Machine Co. of Indiana
polis, Ind. The Report for the following year 
shows the annual rental of $150 per machine. This 
was the same rental that was being paid for the 
Barry and Barr-Fyke machines then in service and 
for the 21 Columbia machines that were soon to 
be installed. So we may assume that all were 
machines arranged for power drive and of compar
able performance. Upon the appearance of these 
competitive machines the American Postsl Machines 
Co. - by far the largest supplier, with 450 
machines in service - had agreed to reduce its 
annual rental from $175 to $100 per machine.

Since July I, 1895, when the contracts of 
the International Postal Supply Co. were dis
continued, the American and Barry companies had 
shared the business of the country's largest post 
offices. In 1900 the Post Office Department in
stalled 100 of International's new "Flier" 
machines in these large offices. This machine 
was so much faster and cheaper to operate that 
an annual rental of $400 was justified. Fifty 
more Internationals were rented in 1901 and in 
1902 there were 250 "Fliers" in service. In 
spite of the rapid increase in postal business, 
this had serious effects on the other manufactur
ers and by 1904 the Pneumatic and Barr-Fyke com
panies were practically out of business.

In the publications of the U.S. Patent Of
fice we have been unable to find any record of 
patents assigned to the Pneumatic Canceling Ma
chine Co. The Company is not listed in Indiana
polis city directories of the period. 11 was 
probably a small operation, possibly conducted 
by a local manufacturer of special machinery.

Apparently the Pneumatic Company never had 
more than twenty machines in service. Most of 
these were auxiliary machines in offices where 
the bulk of the mail was handled by American or 
Barry machines. This accounts for the relative 
scarcity of covers bearing good examples of the 
Pneumati c mach i ne cancel s, except from a few post 
offices. Our study has revezled that Pneumatic 
machines were used in at least 34 different post 
offices and branch stations. Covers found range 
in date from 1898 to early 1904. The most active 
period was from 1900 to 1903.

The distinguishing characteristic of the 
Pneumatic Machine Cancel as regularly used is 
found in the cancellation of "killer" section, 
which always consists of eight horizontal bars 
arranged in four distinct pairs, the overall 
height being 16 mm. to 17 mm. The postmark con
sists of two straight lines of type, showing of
fice name and dating, with two full-length bars 
above and usually below. The reverse side of the 

cover often shows four long horizontal depres
sions, caused by pressure bars applied during the 
printing operation.

In the postmark the height of letters in the 
town name varies from a minimum of 2 mm. in the 
regular 1898 Indianapolis cancel to a maximum of 
3.5 in the Saginaw, Mich, and Zanesvi 11 e, 0. can
cels of 1901-02. Salt Lake City, Utah, appears 
with large initial letters from 1902 to 1904, as 
indicated in the Type 5 trscing. In 1898, 1899 
and 1901 year-dates are found in both 4-digit and 
2-digit form. 1900 is consistently indicated by 
four digits, except at Indianapolis, it only ap
pears as "900". Dates later than 1901 show only 
two digits. A few inversions of year-date and 
month logos have been noted at Hartford in 1901.

From a study of several hundred covers we 
concluded that the best way to classify these 
cancels is according to the differences apparent 
in the cancellation or "killer" section. These 
are indicated in the attached Type Charts. Such 
a classification readily distinguishes between 
the several types which were sometimes used at 
the same office.

TYPE I Shows no breaks in the four pairs of 
bars. This has been found only in the 
Indianapolis cancels before July 1899.

TYPE 2 The second pair is cut back at the left 
hand end a distance that varies from 7 
to 10 mm. What appears to be a screw
hole breaks the second pair and some
times adjacent bars at about 50 mm. 
from the LH end. See Note below re
garding this hole.

TYPE 2A Similar to Type 2, but in addition the 
fourth pair of bars is cut back at the 
LH end a distance varying from 14 to 26 
mm.

TYPE 2B Similar to Type 2A, but the fourth pair 
and the lower bar of the third pair are 
cut back a distance of 16 to 20 mm. from 
the LH end. See note below regarding 
the "interlock" or extension of the 1 ower 
bars under the postmark.

TYPE 2S Like Type 2, but a branch station desig
nation is inserted in the blank space 
preceding the second pair of bars. The 
"screw-hole" usually does not show in 
these markings.

TYPE 2SI The station designation occupies a space 
opposite the second and third pairs of
bars.

To be continued. See Page 91 for Illustrations.

Digitized by https://stampsmarter.org/
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PNEUMATIC MACHINE CANCELS
PLATE 1

INDIANAPOLIS, IftO.
AUG 8 9- PM'90

TYPE 1

GALVESTON,TEX. .............................'.......... -...... '■ " ■----- ------ '
APR 5 43®PM 01 .. ........................................... T* ' , ,......---- ------

TYPE 2

ELGIN.-ILL.
MAR 28 6- PM‘04

TYPE 2A

MADISON.WlS.
JUN 9 5 30 PM 01

TYPE 2B

NE W YO RK. N.Y. ST. 3 —............'.... ....

TYPE 2S

Digitized by https://stampsmarter.org/
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WANTED COVERS BEARING MULTIPLES OF THE 
U.S. 30 IMPERFORATE ISSUE OF 1851-7. 
PAIRS, STRIPS OF THREE, OR SINGLE USED 
WITH 30 ENTIRES.

Earle Andrus, 2118 Monroe Ave., N.W. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 49505

USCC MEMBERS AT APS CONVENTION

Members of USCC were quite prominent at the 
recent APS Convention held at San Anton io,Texas. 
The APS President's Award went to Hubert C. 
Skinner (#632). The Joe T. Fincher Award to Wm. 
H. Bauer (#834), The Dr. Frank 0. Brasch Trophy 
went to the ESSAY-PROOF JOURNAL edited by Barbara 
Mueller (#360), THE MAYFLOWER edited by John A. 
Edwards (#803) received a second in its class. 
Herman Herst Jr. (#452) was one of the Judges. 
Edward L. Wi11ard(#125) accepted for the Library 
of APS the original art work for the 1945 Duck 
Stamp from the Artist.

SESCAL '71

Alan T. Atkins'(#8l4) exhibit "19th CENTURY 
POSTAL MARKINGS OF KENTUCKY POST OFFICES" not 
only received the Grand Award and the "WESTPEX 
AWARD" for best 19th Century but also the USCC 
Certificate.

SALES DEPARTMENT

Several times members have mislaid the let
ter of instructions which accompanies each cir
cuit. Some have taken thought, held the circuit 
and written the sales manager for instructions. 
This is correct. Others have just wrapped the 
package and mailed it to Denver. This helps no 
one, more costly for the member and considerably 
more costly for the sales manager both in cash 
and in time. Please check accurately, wrap care
fully and forward promptly, report on each cir
cuit whether purchases are made or not, this is 
the way we keep track of circuits. Do not forget 
that we now carry our own insurance, that we cover 
for full value all material accepted, that members 
receiving circuits are responsible for full value 
while in their possession and for forwarding as 
directed to the next member. In order to protect 
yourselves you MUST retain your Insurance Receipt 
until you know shipment has been delivered. We 
must deny the privilege of getting circuits to 
those who hold them too long.

As usual we need more material. Right now 
the most crying need is for 19th Century USA 
Covers.

WHEEL OF FORTUNE CANCELS

Reported by Edith R. Doane (#847):
Bull its Bayou, Concordia Parish, La. Ma.13,.4
Boyer, Blair Co., Penna. June 25, 88 Purple.

Reported by Richard Russell (#444)
Cherryvale, Kansas,
Barago, Michigan
Rigo, Michigan

U.S. POSTAL HISTORY-POSTAGE STAMP LITERATURE OFFERING

An unusual opportunity to pick up the rare works. 
Mostly one of a kind.

PHILATELIC LITERATURE FC® SALE, PER ONE OR IN 
QUANTITY. OFFERED SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE.

1. Amann, Personnel of the Civil War................... $10.00
2. Ashbrook, One Cent 1851-57. Two Vols............65.00
3. ATA handbooks © 25% Off cover price
4. Beer Stamps-Priced check list ......................... 2.50
5. Boggs-Ten Decades Ago, rare................................ 10.00
6. Brazer, Essays and Proofs of 1847 Issue.... 7.50
7. Brazer, Six different price lists, each.... 5.00 
8. Canal Zone Study Bulletin, Vol.1-3 complt.. 5.00 
9. Canal Zone 1st issues and essays and proofs

by Brett............ .................................................................. 5.00
10. Collector's Club Philatelist Index,1922-60. 5.00
11. Dietz, Confederate Handbook, 1959.................... 6.00
12. Georgi, U.S. 1st Revenue stamps, 1962.......... 4.00
13. Goodkind, 240 Airmail Invert, out of print. 5.00 
14. Harvey, First Day Covers, 1922-35 Issue.... 2.00 
15. Huber, Steamboat Mail on the Lower Miss. .. 10.00 
16. Illinois Postal History Journal, Rare set.. 37.50 
17. Johl, Commemorative Stamps, Two Vols. ...:. 25.00 
18. Loso-DeWindt, 20th C. Fancy Cancels with

price guide (1967)........................................................ 12.95
19. Price guide prepared by Robert Markovitz, 

1967............................................................................... 2.00
20. Melville, Special Service Stamps........................ 5.00
21. Meyer, Disinfected Mail........................................... 25.00
22. Nichols, Early P.O.'s of Chautauqua Co. ... 6.00
23. Palmer, et.al., Postage Stamps of the

Philippines, 1904 ed......................   10.00
24. Petri, Postal History of Western N.Y............ 15.00 
25. Preston and Sanborn, Postal History of

Puerto Rico........................................................................ 5.00
26. Reynolds, Guide Lines-3 different issues... 3.00
27. Rich, Telegraph Stamps................................ 2.00
28. Sampson, 70 Vermillion 1871-73.............. 5.00
29. Simpson, U.S. Postal Markings, 1851-61,

Includes supplements................................. 50.00
30. Sloane's Column, rare and going up in price 50.00
31. Stampless Cover Catalog 1942-43 ed...... 2.50
32. Stampless Cover Catalog 1965 ed............ 5.00
33. Stamp Specialist, Forest Green, Vol 20,

includes index, rare...............   12.50
34. Stern, Supplement to his book-Widow's Franks 3.50
35. Toppan, Notes on Confederate Issues............... 7.50
36. Shenfield, CSA Special Postal Routes............. 10.00 
37. Wagner, Postal Facilities and postmarks of

La., Mo., and St. Louis 1804-1861..................... 4.00
38. Woodall, Yukon Territory Postal History.... 8.50 
39. Weekly Philatelic Gossip, Vols. 7-39 incl..250.00 

plus shipping 
CANADA, BNA, ETC.

40. Boggs, Postage Stamps and Postal History
of Newfoundland, rare................................................. 75.00

41. Day and Smythies, Canadian Fancy Cancels,
1962........................................................................................ 6.50

42. Holmes, Handbook of Canada and BNA, 
2nd ed., 1945......................................................... 5.00

43. Reiche, Constant Plate varieties of the
Canada Small Queens, 1961..................................... 5.00

44. Reiche, Admiral Stamps of Canada, 1965........ 5.00
45. Staff, The Penny Post................................  6.00
46. Webb, Canada and Newfoundland Postal Staty. 3.00

Postage Extra at 25^ per Book

QUALITY INVESTORS, LTD.
Robert L. Markovits, Treas.

P.O. Box 891
Middletown, New York 10940

Phone: 914-343-3825

N.Y.S. Residents add appropriate sales tax.
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#$69 -BLACK, FREEPORT, #212. #$77 - #$70 - BLACK, GALESBURG, #B23I. #$7$ - #$7I - BLUE-BLK; GERMANTOWN, #$79 - „ #U27$+#207. #$$0 - #$72 - BLACK, GIBSON CITY, #U349. #$$I - #$73 - BLACK, GIBSON CITY, #U349. #$$2 - #$74 - BLACK, GIBSON CITY, #U349. fW - #$75 - MAGENTA, HIGHLAND, #15$. #$$4 - #$76 - VIOLET, HIGHLAND, #15$.

BLACK, HIGHLAND, #234.BLACK, HULL P.O. #210.BLACK, JOLIET, #207.BLACK, KANKAKEE, #15$, BLACK, LA PLACE, #207+209.BLACK, LENA, #65.BLACK, LIBERTYVILLE, #U279.BLUE-BLK; LONG CREEK,#220+226.

$$3
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#885 - BLACK, MACKINAW, #65.#886 - BLACK, MANTENO, #26.#887 - black, marshall, #11277.#888 - BLACK, MILLEDGEVILLE, #210.#889 - BLACK, MORRIS, #184.#890 - BLACK, MOUNT PULASKI, #UI63.#891 - BLACK, NEW MILFORD, #65.
#892 - PURPLE, OLMSTEAD,#184.#893 - BLACK, OREGON, #182.#894 - BLACK, OREGON, #206.#895 - BLACK, PALANTINE, #UX5.#896 - BLUE, PEKIN, #184.#897 - BLACK, PEORIA, #65.#898 - BLACK, PRINCETON, #212,PAIR.
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