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THE U.S. CANCELLATION CLUB NEWS

Published six times a year, January, 
March, May, July, September and Novem­
ber by the U.S. CANCELLATION CLUB and 
sent free to members.

Back numbers 25c each to members.

Subscription price to others: $2.50 
per year, 50c per copy

ADVERTISING RATES

Full Page....................................$15.00
Half Page................................. 8.00
Quarter Page....................... 4.50
Column Inch............................ 1.00

Address communications to U.S.C.C., Box 
83, Winnetka, Illinois 60093

U.S.C.C. OFFICERS

President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President 
Governor At Large

Howard A. Mader 
Edith R. Doane 
Ruth Grissman 
Herman E. Herst

EXPLANATION OF ILLUSTRATIONS ON COVER

(From the Collection of Paul J. Wolf)

The cover page of this newsletter illustrates 
a soldier's letter, one of a pair from a sol­
dier convalescing at Lincoln Hospital, Wash­
ington, D.C. The first is postmarked August 
17, 1864, and is on the stationery of the San­
itary Commission. It is likely that the Sani­
tary Commission , 1 furnished the stamp.

Franked with only the Black Jack, this is a 1C 
shortage of the First Class rate. The letter 
was struck with the "Due 2" in circle hand­
stamp to collect the shortage and a lc penalty.

The contents, which happily survive, are a let­
ter addressed to a sister, back home, complain­
ing that the soldier hadn't had any mail for a 
week, and discussing his convalescence.

The second letter of the pair was written the 
following day, after the receipt of a letter 
from home. It is postmarked August 18, 1864, 
Washington, D.C., again on Sanitary Commission 
stationery, and again franked only with a Black 
Jack, thus underpaying the First Class rate by 
1C.

But this time, the letter slipped through!
There is nothing to indicate that the shortage 
was either noticed or detected, and no charge 
was made.

A LETTER FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

4496 Anderson Rd. SE 
Aumsville, Oregon 97325 
April 15, 1976

Dear Members:

Hello, to all of you from your newly-elected 
President.

With the death of Mr. Root and the resicna- 
tion of Dan Stone, the new officers have been 
unable to communicate with you to keep you 
informed.

At the suggestion of Herman Herst, past-pres­
ident, the board has approved Jim Challenger , 
of Winnetka, Ill. to assume the duties of Sec- ' 
retary-Treasurer, Bulletin Editor and Circuit 
Manager.

At this time I wish to thank Pat Herst tor 
his assistance in revitalizing the organiza­
tion, "Thanks" Pat.

We ask your patience in getting the organiza­
tion revitalized and we welcome suggestions 
and assistance from all of you at any time.

Some of the officers plan to call a meeting 
of the members at Interphil in Philadelphia. 
Watch for a meeting notice and I hope manv of 
you will be able to attend to plan the com!tig 
year's activities.

Happy Collecting, Sincerels,

Howard Mader

HERMAN E. HERST, JR., NEW DIRECTOR

Howard Mader, President of the U.S.C.C. has 
announced the appointment of Pat Herst as 
a new director for the club. There is no one 
in the philatelic world who is not aware of 
Pat's contributions, and there is no need t.~ 
provide a biography for Pat. However, it was 
his efforts that held the club together dur­
ing the past year so that we are once again 
able to have a viable, functioning organiza­
tion. Without the untold hours that he devo­
ted to the club, it would not be in existence 
today. His willingness to again agree ,o hi 'fl 
the organization as a Governor is oniv anothe. 
indication of his continuing devotion tc our 
organization. Mr. Herst succeeds Col. Bozafi , 
who has resigned.
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NEW MEMBERS

1164 Branden, Carl F. Sr., 123 Clinton St., 
Walbridge, Ohio 43465

1165 Baker, Willard E., P. 0. Box 26, 
Santa Rosa, California 95402

1166 Falcone, Joseph J., P. 0. Box 366, 
Princeton, New Jersey 08540

1167 Ringer, Warren H., 155 Brookside Rd., 
Needham, Massachusetts 02192

1168 Liebschutz, David S., P. 0. Box 3198, 
Naples, Florida 33940

1169 Grosse, Vernon C., Box 1936, Univer­
sity, Alabama 35486

1170 Turek, Joseph A., 2728 N. Hampden 
Ct., Apt. 2010, Chicago, Illinois 
60614

CHANGES OF ADDRESS

Ahrens, F. W. Philip, 30 Exchange St., Port­
land, Maine 04111

Aschenbrenner, George W., 2933 Mackey Drive,
Fallbrook, California 92028

Bauer, William H., P. 0. Box 30724, New Or­
leans, Louisiana 70190

Billings, Bart, H 24 Avon Dr., East Windsor, 
New Jersey 08520

Cipolla, R. H., 12207 Briar Forest Drive, 
Houston, Texas 77077

Crown, Maj. F. J., P. 0. Box 16131, Lansing, 
Michigan 48901

Dietrich, Edward J., 7725 Greenview Terrace, 
Apt. 372, Towsen, Maryland 21204

Donaldson, Donald W., 2227 10th Avenue E., 
Seattle, Washington 98102

Gaumer, Alton M., 573 Easterly Parkway, State 
College, Pennsylvania 16801

Gaylor, Robert L., R.D. #2, Box 418, Punxsu­
tawney, Pennsylvania 15767

Gelchinsky, Harold, Longwood Road & Garden 
Place, Lake Mahopac, New York 10541

Headrick, Mark, 3938 Roswell Drive, Talla­
hassee, Florida 32304

Hemphill, Maj. F. H., Jr., 26396 Avenida 
Deseo, Mission Viejo, California 92675

Hunt, Brady R., 124 W. Kerr, Midwest City, 
Oklahoma 73110

Kremper, William, 3714 Partridge Drive, Macon, 
Georgia 31204

McIntyre, Dr. Gary A., 809 E. Drake Rd., 
Ft. Collins, Colorado 80521

McNeal, Herbert P., 520 Lakemont Avenue S., 
Winter Park, Florida 32792

Mayerson, Dr. Richard, 515 S. Main St., Lock­
hart, Texas 78644

Newman, Bernard, 1601 Harris Rd., Laverock, 
Pennsylvania 19118

Ruecker, Steven E., 1009 N.E. 8th, Hillsboro, 
Oregon 97123

Seigle, Daniel R., c/o Shorlane-Benet, 229 
West 42nd St., New York, New York 10036

Shestople, Nicholas, FAC. Engr., Ansbach, 
APO New York 09177

Stone, D. A., P. 0. Box 313, Blackhawk, Col­
orado 80422

Tingley, Warren P., Hillsboro Landings #409, 
1627 River View Road, Deerfield Beach, Flor­
ida 33441

Toly, Martin H., 4159 Chariot Lane, Liverpool, 
New York 13088

VanVlissingen, Arthur, 597 East Rosemary Rd., 
Lake Forest, Illinois 60045

Yokota, Hideo R., 10 Anita Ct., Belmont, Cal­
ifornia 94002

DECEASED

Jacobs, Burleigh E., 3216 West Highland Blvd., 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53208

Root, Charles D., 855 Cove Way, Denver, Col­
orado 80209

Severy, Milton, 2036 6th St., Livermore, Cal­
ifornia 94550

RESIGNED

Oakley, B. C., Jr., P. 0. Box 382, Bruce, 
Mississippi 38915
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WHITHER THE U.S.C.C.? - AN EDITORIAL

From time to time space may be taken in this 
column for comments by the editor on various 
matters that presumably should be of interest 
to the members. With the revival of the club 
after a hiatus of about one year, it would 
seem to be an opportune time for the officers, 
directors and members to assess the operation 
and determine what is wanted from the organi­
zation in the future. However, we will not 
often take up this space with personal comm­
ents .

In the last issue comments were solicited 
from the members in regard to possible chan­
ges or additions in this newsletter. In re­
gard to the suggestion of a "question corner" 
there seems to be unanimity from those mem­
bers who responded in favor of this addition. 
Concerning the reprinting of prior articles 
the response was about 2 to 1 in favor of 
such reprints with admonitions from many as 
to the quality or scope of the reprint. Ob­
viously reprints are going to interest only 
those persons who specialize in the areas 
about which the reprint is concerned, so 
that each such publication will have limited 
appeal. Consequently, it will be held in 
abeyance for the moment until we are more 
sure of the overall interests of the members.

More importantly, I believe that this is a 
time for self-analysis for the organization. 
In the last issue it was suggested that the 
group arrange for a meeting of Interphil. 
Five members expressed interest in such a 
meeting. The question raised is therefore — 
should the U.S.C.C. make an attempt to set up 
national or local meetings? If attendance 
is to be limited, the cost would seem to out­
weigh the benefits.

Secondly, of importance would be the scope, 
mode, method or aim of this publication. A 
letter from a member recently received stated 
that the newsletter is "a lack-luster per­
iodical". Is this attitude prevalent among 
the members? If so, what should be done to 
improve the content and scope? We are de­
pendent upon the members for both material 
and ideas. We would appreciate comments in 
this regard. 

*

Another letter suggests the retirement of all 
present circuits because it is "tired, old 
circuit material". It suggests that possi­
bly it is time for the club to forsake the 
circuit method of mailings and move to an 

auction format. At the present time 20 cir­
cuits are in circulation. Based upon the 
returns about 802 find material, and 202 
select nothing. Are the 802 satisfied?
Would they be more satisfied with an auction? 
However, it must be noted that our analysis of 
the basic material offered would seem to in­
dicate too much would fall into low-priced 
covers and stamps which would not lend them­
selves to the auction format.

This analysis of the stamps and covers brings 
me to the final point. At the present moment 
there are some 244 member names on the rolls 
of the 28 different circuits. For all intents 
and purposes the stamps and covers in these 
circuits have been furnished by approximately 
12 members. Can sales circuits or auctions 
be successful when less than 52 of the member­
ship must submit material to meet the needs 
of 602?

Through the years Charles Root continually 
wrote articles asking for more and better 
material for the circuits. We did the same 
in the last issue. Three members responded. 
Certainly each member could dig back into his 
duplicates or unwanted covers and find some­
thing sufficient to justify at least one 
submission each. If half of the members 
would make this extra effort, it would un­
doubtedly Improve both the quality and inter­
est in the circuits. It might even lead to 
a formation of more specialized circuits that 
would be of more Interest to individual mem­
bers.

The purpose and scope of this club as defined 
in the by-laws starts as follows:

"Its purposes are to promote interest and 
knowledge of philately, primarily rela­
ting to cancellations used in the United 
States, among its members and the pub­
lic generally — through the encourage­
ment of philatelic research — through 
the exchange of Information...through 
the preparation of philatelic literature 
and periodicals...with a view to enlarge 
and develop the cultural and historical 
aspect of philately..."

The officers and directors cannot and should 
not be any more than the conduit of the 
wishes of the members. Your wishes, your 
help and your cooperation are needed. We 
repeat in closing the title of this editor­
ial "Whither the U.S.C.C.?". and await your 
comments.
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The Pioneer Miner and 
The Pack Mule Express

Ernest A. Wiltsee

In this ?931 work Wiltsee intended to portray a phase of the early history 
of California, seven years after the discovery of gold, during which the U.S. 
postal service was practically useless throughout the interior of the state. 
This problem was remedied by the early express companies. The relation of 
these companies to the life of the mining regions and their share in the early 
history and progress of the state are related in this 160-page hardcover volume. 
While the history of each company is not given, a complete list of all companies 
known to the author is contained in the appendices along with a regional list 
containing express companies and the regional subdivisions in which they operated 
with dates of operation. Trask’s Topographical Map of the Mineral Districts of 
California, 1853 has been printed separately for this Quarterman facsimile 
edition and has been inserted into a pocket in the back cover. In addition to 
the 18 covers illustrated in the original, this edition contains 33 new illus­
trations of representative covers which had been conveyed by the express company. 
This work should be of interest to postal historians, western cover collectors, 
and those interested in the early history of western states, especially California.

$20.00 postpaid

Quarterman Publications, Inc.
5 South Union Street

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01872
Digitized by https://stampsmarter.org/
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BRATTLEBORO, VERMONT

TOWNMARKS £ CANCELS - USED IN THE 1860’s

by Richard H. Parker

There were five general types of townmarks 
used by Brattleboro during the 1860's.
There were many differnt killer cancels used 
in this period which were chiefly the respon­
sibility of Daniel Kellogg, Jr.

This review study attempts to define the 
varieties used and their period of use. The 
Townmark Types were classified by Roman num­
erals I thru V. The killer cancels were sub­
divided into the following groups with an 
identification number assigned to each.

"M" — Metal type cancelers 
"C" — Common cork type cancelers 
"UC" — Unusual cork cancelers 
"FC" — Fancy cork cancelers

The Postmasters at Brattleboro for this per­
iod are shown below with the date of their 
appointment.

Asher Spencer June 3, 1858
George S. Kellogg April 2, 1861
Daniel Kellogg, Jr. Aug. 28, 1862 
Renslure W. Clarke Dec. 22, 1869

A study of this type is frequently never 
quite finished for new varieties usually 
show up. However, the basic period of use 
of many varieties have been partially iden­
tified as to the period of use. Several 
cancels have overlapping use. Some cancels 
appear to have been set aside and used again 
for a brief period. It also appears that 
more than one type of killer cancel was used 
at the same tima. This study has been acc­
omplished thru the assistance of the foll­
owing VPS members.

Lloyd T. Hayward Thomas B. McDevitt
Lowell S. Stanley Dr. D. B. Johnstone
Max W. Jolley Dr. C. D. Loden
Earl Allbright Bruce Norcross

John C. juhring

Type - II
Aug. 22, 1861
Jan. 17, 1866

Type - I

Single Circle
32 mm.

BRATTLEBORO - WINDHAM CO.

TOWNMARKS USED IN THE 1860's

Type - I
Mar. 7, 1855
Feb. 24, 1862

32 mm. 
NORMALLY 
BLACK

26 & 13 ram. 
BLACK & 
BLUE

USAGE BLACK RED

Earliest Mar. 7, 1855 May 26, 1856
Latest Feb. 24, 1862

This Type I Townmark was normally used to canl 
cel the stamp and no additional killer cancel’ 
was used. Auxiliary cancelers which have been 
reported used with this townmark are shown 
below.

* 3 ° PAID FREE

Black 
Arc 
Apr. 19 ?

Black 
18x5 mm. 
Sept. 15 ?

6 Bar Grid 
Black
20 mm. circle
Jun. 3 (1861)
Feb. 24 (1862)

Red 
21x6 mm.
May 26, 1856

The Stampless catalog by E. N. Sampson lists 
this Type I Townmark as used in 1852. This 
early date was not reported in this study.
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USAGE BLACK BLUE

Earliest Aug. 22, 1861 Feb. 6, 1865
Latest Jan. 12, 1865 Jan. 17, 1866

Type II
# C-3
8 seg. cork
Black
Sept. 10, 1863

Type II
# C-4
3-V seg. cork
Oct. 13, 1863
Jan. 4, 1864

This Type II Townmark is dintinguished by the 
three line logotype. The three varieties 
shown below were not confined to a particular 
period. It is the opinion of the writer that 
Type IIA & IIB were the results of careless

Type II Type IIA Type IIB
One late usage of Type IIB cancel with a dis­
tinguished bar was reported used on Feb. 8, 
1868. It is the writer's opinion that an old 
Type II canceler was reserected after Type IV 
usage, fitted with a slug in lieu of a date, 
and used as a spare canceler.

There were many different killer 
in this period with most of them 
cork. The following cancels are 
ported used with Type II.

cancels used 
made from 
the ones re­

Type II 
# C-5 
Squared cork
Black
Jan. 16, 1864

Type II
# C-6
Slotted cork
Black
Jan. 23, 1864

Type II
# M-l
6 Bar Grid 
Black
Jan. 1, 1862
Jul. 23, 1864

w
Type II
# C-l
8 seg. cork 
Blue ?
Jul. 13, 1863

note:
#M-1 cancel saw 
periodic use 
over an extended 
period on Types-
I - Jun. 3, 1861

III - May 12, 1869

Type II
# C-2
8 seg. cork 
Black
July 20, 1863

Type II
# C-7
8 seg. cork 
Black
Jan. 24, 1864

Type II
# FC-2
7 Pt. Star
Black
Jun. 11, 1864
Aug. 3, 1864

Type II 
# FC-3 
(HS-#939) 
X-Road & Diamonds 
Black 
Sept. 6, ?
Sept. 7, 1864

Type II 
# FC-1 
Black 
Neg. Star 
Mar. 23, 1864 
Apr. 25, 1864

Type II
# FC-8
Grid cork
Black
Aug. 29, 1863 ?
Aug. 7, 1864

Type II 
# UC-1 
Cross Roads 
Black
Jan. 18, 1864
Jan. 12, 1865

This article will commence with additional ex­
amples of Type II in our next issue.

Digitized by https://stampsmarter.org/



PAGE 81, JUNE, 1976 U.S. CANCELLATION CLUB NEWS

The Question 
Corner

Illustrated above Is an interesting cancel 
from the collection of Maurice Grossman. It 
is in blue ink on a 3c green banknote. Can 
anyone decipher what it is? Mr. Grossman 
has notes of this same cancel dated February 
15, 1878 also in blue used on UX5.

The used Grant letter sheet depicted above 
was furnished by Bob Summerell. Note the 
numeral "7" in a single line circle. Can 
anyone furnish information as to the purpose 
and commonness of this marking in general, 
any relation to the Grant Sheet in partic­
ular?

ANNUAL MEETING AT COMPEX

Howard Mader has tentatively announced plans 
for the annual meeting of the U.S.C.C. to be 
held in conjunction with Compex. Though a 
definite date has not yet been set, the plans 
call for trying to set up the meeting on Fri­
day. Hopefully we will get more firm infor­
mation to members soon, and hope that as many 
members as possible will arrange to attend.

CIRCUITS, ANOTHER PLEA FOR HELP

In the last issue, we asked for help in ob­
taining material for our sales circuits.
From this plea three members responded with 
new covers and stamps. New material is des­
perately needed. Over half of the members 
take part in one or more circuits; certainly 
we would hope that more than three of these 
persons could respond to our request for new 
items. Help! Help!

OLD U.S. COVERS - EARLY AMERICANA 
Write for my free Special Lists

E. N. SAMPSON
P.O. Box 6488, Clearwater, Fla. 3351S

U. S. COVERS
I STOCK ALL AREAS, ISSUES, USAGES, 
CANCELS EXCEPT MODERN FDC. WHAT 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE? SELECTIONS 
SENT ON APPROVAL TO USCC MEMBERS 
ON REQUEST.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III
P.O. BOX 645 

SAN ANSELMO, CALIF. 94960

Cover Collector 

looking for industrial 

precision tool salesman

Send reply to:

H. L. STRAUSS, JR.

183 STERLING ROAD

HARRISON, NEW JERSEY 10528
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GOLD RUSH STEAMERS 
of the Pacific
Ernest A. Wiltsee

First published in 1938 in a limited edition of 500 copies, Gold Rush Steamers of 
the Pacific has long been regarded as a classic in its field. Based upon his stud­
ies of newspaper accounts, propaganda handstamps used by the steamship companies, 
and other sources, Wiltsee discusses all the ships to California from 1848 to 1869 
in chronological order. Also covered in detail are the gold rush period of 1848, 
the inauguration of the Pacific Mail Steamship Company, Law's line of Pacific steam­
ers, the Empire City Line, and the three additional competing lines put into operation 
during 1850 and '51. The 17 plates illustrating steamships and important personalities 
included in the original work are printed as extremely fine halftones in this facsimile 
reproduction. 5 illustrations of steamships and scenes of San Francisco and Hawaii 
have also been added to this Quarterman edition.
Also included in this 496-page Quarterman edition are the 35 covers illustrated in 

the original and approximately 90 new photographs of covers supplied for this edition 
by interested collectors. A foreword by Basil C. Pearce has also been added. This 
work is a valuable contribution to the early history of the United States and should 
be in the library of every collector, postal history student, steamship buff, and 
western history enthusiast.

$35.00 postpaid

Quarterman Publications, Inc.
5 South Union Street

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01872

Digitized by https://stampsmarter.org/



Maine Postal History 
and Postmarks

Sterling T. Dow

Although three decades have passed since the original publication of Maine Postal 
History and Postmarks, it remains the definitive work providing a study of Maine 
postal history from its earliest days with coverage of the early post office during 
the British administration, the Continental Congress and the federal period. All 
areas of postmarks (ovals, cross-border, fancy, etc.) are covered in depth with over 
200 postmarks illustrated by line drawings and halftones and 19 covers illustrated. 
The last section contains the list of Maine post offices, over 2100, that have 
existed, or are supposed to have existed — a list seemingly unavailable elsewhere. 
Included in this 256-page hardcover volume are reprints of five other articles by 
Dow, Arthur Hecht, Paul Hannemann, and David L. Jarrett written since the publication 
of the original work. A new foreword by Joseph F. Antizzo has been added to the 
Quarterman edition along with photographs of 19 covers not contained in the original 
work. This work is a necessity for collectors, postal history students, and those 
interested in Colonial and Maine history.

$25.00 (Postpaid)

Quarterman Publications, Inc.
5 South Union Street

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01872
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