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My Work with PAI D 
Cancellations on the

30 Stamp of 1861
by Howard S. Marks

By the time I was in high school in the early 
1960's, I had already gone, in varying degrees 
of depth, through foreign stamps, U.S. 
singles, first day covers, and commemorative 
mint blocks. With regard to the latter 
categories, it had become difficult in 
budgetary terms to go back much further in 
time and a rat race trying to keep up with the 
^ost Office's new issues. I'm not sure just 
Jwhy -- perhaps it was because "stamp 
collecting" had disappointingly come to mean 
only saving up enough money to go to the 
dealer for one more numbered stamp — but an 
advertisement for George Linn's book The 
PAID Markings on the 3$ U.S. Stamp of 1861 
caught my eye.

The $2.25 sent off to Linn's was one of the 
best investments of that magnitude I've ever 
made. Pursuit of my new specialty brought 
the satisfactions I was seeking. The field 
afforded me pleasant hours poring through 
dealers' stocks of a stamp of limited interest 
to most collectors and, back at home, trying 
to ascertain just what it was I had bought. 
Also, I found myself working in an area in 
which finances were not the determinant of 
success.. No one could place an order for a 
complete set of PAID cancellations at any 
price; rather, perseverance and 
resourcefulness were the assets that would 
lead to acquisitions. Most importantly, I 
found myself able not only to make acceptable 
progress against the 106 types described in 
jjlr. Linn's book, but to find some new types 
Is well.

November 1978

In the opening paragraph of this book, 
George Linn wrote the following:

There is a certain fascination in building 
a specialized collection, and in the study 
and search necessary for its completion. 
The thrill of a new find gives me as much 
pleasure as the fisherman gets from 
landing a ten-pound bass or as the golfer 
gets from a hole in one.

I have been lucky enough to experience the 
thrill of a meaningful find. It is the purpose 
of this article to describe five important PAID 
markings* that I acquired in the early 1960's 
(before a fifteen-year lay-off for college, 
graduate school, and starting a career) and 
which form the cornerstone of my collection 
today.

*Readers should note that my reference 
library has been limited to Mr. Linn's original 
book and one follow-up article each by him 
and by Abe Boyarsky. Thus it is quite 
possible that the three types I describe as 
discoveries may be well known by collectors 
today, and even that they already could have 
been identified by others at the time in 
question, 1960-1962.

Fancy PAID - I wrote to George Linn in 1961 
submitting sketches of what I considered my 
more interesting specimens. The first related 
to the discussion of his Fancy PAID Type II. 
Mr. Linn's book had indicated some 
uncertainty as to whether or not the letters of 
the word PAID touched the oblong box as he 
had drawn them. I sent along the following 
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sketch made from a light but very clear strike 
in blue off cover. This example made me 
quite confident that the marking is as shown 
above with space between letters and box. 
Mr. Linn responded that he, too, had grown 
"inclined to believe from the three copies I 
have that the letters do not touch the frame 
line." Thus the issue may properly have been 
laid to rest, with my example adding to the 
confidence behind the conclusion.

As to towns of use, Mr. Linn noted Napoleon, 
Ohio in his book, and he also mentioned a 
double strike from that town shown in Herst- 
Zareski which matches my sketch in 
appearance. By the time of our 
correspondence, Mr. Linn had also found this 
marking used from South Groton, 
Massachusetts. My example is marked Burr 
Oak, Michigan in pencil on the back. Finally, 
a strike used on a Confederate stampless 
cover from Darlington, C. H., South Carolina 
which agrees with mine in every detail was 
auctioned by Sotheby Parke Bernet on March 
9, 1978. It brought $90.

PAID 3 in Circle - I found two PAID 3 in 
Circle markings which I did not feel had 
previously been cataloged. The first, the 
strike of which is only average, is off cover. 
The diameter of the circle measures 19mm. 
The word PAID is in a slight arc quite far 
down from the circumference of the circle, 
and there are large spaces between the fine 
letters. What is most distinctive about this 
cancellation is the height of the letters. At 
only 2 1/2 mm, they are clearly smaller than 
the smallest letters in an arc previously 
described (3 1/2 mm on Linn's PAID 3 in Circle 
Type II). This part of the strike is very 
clear, permitting an exact measurement. No 
town of use is known.

The second marking in this category is also 
seen in a strike which, although only 
average, permits an accurate appraisal of its 
distinguishing characteristics. The circle is 
fairly heavy and measures 21 mm in diameter. 
The letters are in an arc somewhat down from 
the circle. The unique feature is found in the 
fact that the letters are all quite verticle with 
the I and D almost completely parallel. Mr. 
Linn's closest cancellation would be Type 
XIII, but the letters of that type are clearly 
taller and closer together than mine, and the 
word measures only 12 mm in length as op­
posed to 13 1/2 mm as shown above. My 
example is on cover from Newportland, Maine.

Ionic PAID - The gem of the group in terms of 
strike is an Ionic PAID in blue off cover. 
Serifs which are the same thickness as the 
remainder of each letter distinguish this as an 
Ionic cancellation, as shown by a bold, 
complete, and absolutely clear impression. 
The unique aspect of this marking is its size: 
6 mm x 24 mm. To my knowledge, no others 
have been identified which are as long as this 
one at the same height. On the subject of 
this marking, George Linn wrote the following 
to me:

That is one of the interesting things 
about collecting in this manner. One can 
often make a find that can be a very 
scarce item . . . The Ionic is a new one 
and a very scarce one undoubtedly.

No town of use is known.

PAID in Circle - Condition-consciousness was 
prevalent in the early 1960's, although not 
nearly as much as today, in my opinion. Mr. 
Linn included some excellent advice on this 
subject as the "final word" in his book:

No real student of stamps or of 
cancellations can ever afford to throw 
away or discard a poor example unless he 
has acquired a better one. The poor 
example tells the same story as a good one 
and the story cannot be complete if the 
poor copy is discarded with the hope of 
finding a better one.

Condition-conscious collectors never can 
be students.

This advice was responsible for one of the 
highlights of my collection. It is a 
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cancellation which I considered to be a new 
find at the time of acquisition, and which I 
till treasure even though I know it has 
ecome fairly widely known since then.

The stamp to which I refer is off cover, is 
missing part of the lower left corner, and 
carries a rather below-average cancellation 
that at first showed the word PAID and I- 
couldn't-tell-what-else. The purchase price 
was 25<t. A considerable amount of study 
showed the cancellation to consist of a 
negative word PAID in a circle with negative 
stars above and wavy stripes below. Covers I 
have subsequently seen have proved this to 
be another of the artistic circular PAIDs used 
.in Dedham, Massachusetts. Although showing 
considerably larger stars, this is probably the 
same cancellation as is included as No. 1830 on 
page 255 of Herst-Sampson. A fine strike on 
cover brought $150 at an Al Zimmerman auction 
(June 21, 1977), and a more average strike on 
cover brought $50 in a recent David G. 
Phillips auction (July 1, 1978). I'm glad, 
despite its condition, that I acquired mine 
sixteen years ago.

IT'S THAT TIME AGAIN A

It's not too early to take care of your 1979 
membership dues. We urge all members to 
fulfill this obligation promptly. The 
U.S.C.C. depends on you and your support. 
Early payment of dues means that we can 
serve you better. Please send the $6.00 
payment to U.S.C.C., Box 83, Winnetka, 
Illinois 60093.

WRITERS WANTED

Once again we find that we must plead for 
contributions for the newsletter. Our 
resources are almost completely used up. If 
we have no articles, we cannot print the 
U.S.C.C. News. We urge everyone to 
participate in this important endeavor. 
Without a variety of contributions we cannot 
produce a publication which meets the varied 
needs and interests of our membership. We 
need your help.

’PA IP
THE U.S. CANCELLATION CLUB NEWS

Published six times a year: January, March, 
May, July, September and November by the 
U.S. CANCELLATION CLUB and sent free to 
members. Back numbers $1.00 each.

After a lengthy hiatus, I returned last year to 
work on PAID Cancellations on the 34: Stamp of 
1860. Following a slow start, I have been 
able to add about 20 more PAID cancellations 
to my collection. The feeling of satisfaction I 
receive upon adding a marking calls to mind 
the words George Linn wrote in his letter of 
1961:

The real enjoyment that comes from stamp 
collecting only comes after a collector has 
found an interest . . . and has entered 
into the chase . . .

Collecting these cancellations certainly has 
provided this sort of enjoyment to me.

Subscription price to non-members: $6.00 per 
year, 504: per copy.

Address communications to U.S.C.C., Box 83, 
Winnetka, Illinois 60093.

U. S. C. C. OFFICERS

Paul Wolf
William Rapp 
William H. Bauer 
Herman Herst, Jr. 
Hubert C. Skinner

President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President 
Governor at Large 
Director* * *

would be glad to correspond with any and all 
^Cancellation Club members on this subject

and, of course, I am anxious to purchase any 
cancellations not already in my collection. 
Please write me at 20 Beekman Place, New 
York, New York 10022. I will reply 
promptly.

ADVERTISING RATES
Full Page...........................$25.00
Half Page........................ $12.00
Quarter Page................. $ 7.00
Column Inch................... $ 2.00
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NEW MEMBERS

1258 Dan H. Feldkamp 
Drawer K
Odenton, Maryland 21113

1244 W. Stearns
One Circle Drive
Syosset, New York 11791

1245 Leif C. Ratliff
366 Sugg Street
Madisonville, KY 42431

1259 Larry Kierstine
1420 Solans Drive
Belmont, California 94002

1246 George H. Lewis 
Box 545
Clearfield, PA 16830

1260 Allan R. McComb 
P. O. Box 3397 
Santa Barbara, CA 93105

1247 C. Wade Hyatt Jr.
P.O. Box 482
Guntersville, Alabama 35976

1261 Ambrose Cray
One Highland Avenue
Cohasset, Massachusetts 02025

1248 Dr. John M. Buckner 
2560 NW 13th Street 
Gainesville, Florida 32601

1262 Sally S. Tunnicliff
4116 Keenland Boulevard 
Evansville, Indiana 47715

1249

1250

Kasuyuki Takahashi, MD 
6622 Gatto Avenue
El Cerrito, California 94530

Charles R. West

1263 J. V. Woolen
3 South Hill Grove 
Oxton, Birkenhead 
Merseyside, England

1251

3346 S. Harvey 
Berwyn, Illinois 60402

Howard L. Rust II

1264 Howard Lee 
P. O. Box 5950 
New York, New York 10017

1252

1612 N. Kenilworth Avenue
Lima, Ohio 45805

Robert B. Klinger

1265 John N. Jones 
841 Easy Street 
Marion, Ohio 43302

1253

2015 Devonshire Road
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104

Michael Dowling

1266 Henry F. Battestin, Jr.
16 Concord Road 
Ardsley, New York 10502

1254

91 Congress Street
St. Albans, Vermont 05478

Egan M. Fennel

1267 George Alevizos
P.O. Box 5159
Santa Monica, California 90405

1255

835 Chestnut Street 
Emmaus, PA 18049

Prof. Jon R. Waltz

1268 Bill Claghorn
230 West 79th Street
New York, New York 10025

1256

367 E. Chicago Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60611

William J. Osterbauer

1269 Charles E. Sawyer 
8303 Southwest Freeway 
Houston, Texas 77074

1257

2120 S. Encina Street 
Visalia, California 93277

Sam Back

1270 John S. Maye 
24 Goff Street 
Auburn, Maine 04210

P.O. Box 2216
Mesa, Arizona 85204

1271 Howard L. Rosenberg 
P. O. Box 951
Chicago, Illinois 60690
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ADDRESS CHANGES

1216 David Hanschen
Box 823
Addison, Texas 75001

1173 David Pollard
P. O. Box 142
Palo Alto, California

1113 Frank S. Landers
14120 Tracy Avenue
Riverdale, Illinois 60627

839 Dr. Gary A. McIntyre
904 Cheyenne Drive
Fort Collins, Colorado 80525

1005 Louis Geschwinder
277 Ellen Avenue
State College, Pennsylvania 16801

1201 Lauri A. Moilanen
27 George Street
Gitchburg, Massachusetts 01420

802 Samuel Fisvitz
Ventnor "J" 154
Century Village
Deerfield Beach, Florida 33441

1174 Burton Price
993 Highlands Circle
Los Altos, California 94022

1087 Gordon McHenry
Box 117
Osprey, Florida 33559

1071 Ralph N. Oko
5127 Cottage Grove Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60615

1235 Michael Zolno
5645 N. Christiana
Chicago, Illinois 60625

696 S. M. Sims
1769 Wickersham Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99507

1195 Mrs. Jean N. West
Hyerdale Drive
Woodridge Lake
West Goshen, Connecticut 06756

1136 Harry Kennedy
2330 N. Oliver, #318 
Wichita, Kansas 67220

QUESTION CORNER
Dear Sir,

I would like to let the membership know that 
I'm in the midst of a postal history project and 
I need some help. I need information, 
documents, covers, etc. relevant to the postal 
history of McHenry County, Illinois 
Further, I will be happy to send a list of 
towns to whomever would like to have one.

Thank you,

Michael Zolno

Dear Sir,

I am confused about your lead article in the 
July U.S.C.C. News. I thought "unreported 
handstamped postmarks" would exclude manu­
script cancellations. Could you explain more 
fully?

Thank you,

Lowell S. Stanley

WANT ADS

U.S. COVERS 
I STOCK ALL AREAS, ISSUES, USAGES, 
CANCELS EXCEPT MODERN FDC. WHAT 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE? SELECTIONS 
SENT ON APPROVAL TO USCC MEMBERS 
ON REQUEST. HENRY M. SPELMAN III 
P.O. BOX 645 San Anselmo, Calif. 94960

WANTED
I pay $1.00 each (minimum) for U.S. pre-1883 
covers; also Canadian. I only ask that the 
covers are clean, sound, with clear, dated 
cancels.

Write. FOLLANSBEE SHIP.
900 N. Center, Beaver Dam, WIS 53916

PENNSYLVANIA wanted. I collect Wilkes 
Barre, Penna and DPO's now a part of Wilkes 
Barre. Also Centre County, Pa. Send for 
list of Post Offices. Howard Lee, Box 5950, 
New York, N. Y. 10017.
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From Denny Donnell: From Theodore O. Mills:

ILLINOIS
Pocahontas Burgess 87 CP
Twp. Bond Co.

VIRGINIA
Williamsburgh SOL

This envelope carried the wedding 
announcement of my grandparents to his 
brother in California. Needless to say one of 
my prized philatelic possessions and I am 
happy to discover that it also represents a 
previously unlisted octagonal postmark from 
Illinois.

From Bob Hedges:

IOWA
Waukee 83
De Soto 81

CP
CP
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From Harry L. Fine:

All these Montana postmarks are of territorial 
usage. I began collecting Montana territorial 
postmarks on cover and cards in 1939 and Fort 
Laramie in 1931. Stamp collecting preceded my 
interest for several years before my interest 
in postmarks. E. D. MacHattie of Helena, 
Montana (now deceased) had a doubled circle 
Stoneville, MT on postal card. Where it is 
now is one of those $64,000 questions.
P.S. Your NEWS is a great improvement.

From J. Thomas Showier:

IOWA
Winthrop 78 CP

PENNSYLVANIA
East Springfield — CP

OHIO
New Washington 82 CP

VERMONT
West Fairlee 74 CP

MONTANA 
Augusta 
Radersburgh 
Ulida

85
81
65

CP 
CP
CP

From Warren Wagener:
CALIFORNIA
Westside 95 DOL
(Santa Clara County) 
Westside 95 CP
Skyland
(Santa Clara County)

95 CP

Oakland
(Alameda County)

98 DOL MOB

Pleasanton
(Alameda County)

88 CP

I have include the county alongside the listing 
of towns (for California) for two reasons. 
One is to assist in locating the town. 
Secondly, California county collecting is done 
two ways -- statewide and by county. A 
collector of a specific county would be more 
likely to have a more extensive collection.

California had 27 original counties when 
created in 1850. It now has 50 counties and 
has had many boundary changes. Note Willow 
(which became Willows on May 15, 1916) on the 
list. Westside became Cupertino 19 July, 1900. 
San Juan became San Juan Bautista 16 
November, 1905.

North San Juan and San Juan are two entirely 
different places about 175 air mails apart. 
North San Juan is east of Marysville and San 
Juan Bautista is 41 miles south and east of our 
house in San Jose.

One interesting fact is that your California 
check list shows no towns in the southern 
part of the state using octagon cancels with 
Bakersfield being the most southernly. With 
the exception of Oakland, all of the towns are 
smaller.

i ' PICKENS, FULTON & COMPANY,

P. O. BOX 2013,

SAN FRANCISCO, *
CAL.
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WANT ADS
SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR OF 1898

Want anything connected with its postal 
history — especially patriotics, military 
station cancels, and/or off-cover items. Also 
any Cuba, Puerto Rico, Guam, Philippines 
under U. S. Administration. Send priced or 
for offer. Dealers' offers welcomed.

Leonard Diamond, 407 Lincoln Road, Miami 
Beach, Florida 33139

WANTED
1. "Socked-on-the-nose: machine circular 

postmarks on U.S. -single stamps.
2. Mississippi machine postmarks prior to 

1922 on full covers .
M. D. MYERS USCC 1133

P. O. Box 10553, Jackson, Mississippi 39209

UNITED STATES POSTAL SLOGAN 
CANCEL CATALOG

The 1968 (6th) Edition, Revised 1975, of the 
U.S. POSTAL SLOGAN CANCEL CATALOG 
consists of 128 pages (5 1/2 X 8 1/2) plus 
covers, in a plastic, loose-leaf binding. It 
contains all the known Slogan Cancels from 
their inception in 1897 thru December 1967 of 
the United States, Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto 
Rico, U.S. and Philippine Islands (1908-1945) 
and Canal Zone alphabetically arranged, 
Numbered and Priced, and completely brought 
up to date with revised and updated price 
changes. Errors have been corrected and 
additions made that were originally ommitted. 
The CATALOG includes WHERE & WHEN 
USED, TYPE OF CANCEL, HOW & WHAT TO 
COLLECT, CANCEL MACHINE IDENTITY 
CHART, COMMEMORATIVE CANCELS, U.S. 
USED ABROAD, SLOGAN ERRORS, REVISED 
TYPE CHARTS FOR WORLD'S PANAMA­
PACIFIC EXPOSITION, SLOGAN TYPE 
SPECIAL SERVICE MARKINGS and an 
elaborate TOPICAL CHECK LIST, which 
contains approximately 85 different subjects.

The current market prices listed have been 
determined by compiling and averaging actual 
market prices from information received from 
collectors and dealers throughout the 
philatelic world. Slogans add value to all 
types of post cards and covers, entires, etc. 
ALL FLAG SLOGAN CANCELS, FAIRS AND 
EXPOSITION SLOGAN CANCELS are listed 
with revised market prices.

The UNITED STATES POSTAL SLOGAN 
CANCEL CATALOG — 1968 Edition Revised 
1975 is now avaliable for $5.75 postpaid. 
Please send check or money-order to:

MOE LUFF, 12 Greene Road, Spring Valley, 
N.Y. 10977

BOX U.S.C.C.

Wanted to buy NH covers and DPO's send for 
free buying list.

Henry Stevens Box 417
Alton, NH 03809

WANTED
United States 3<t-1861 MINT #65 singles, pairs, 
blocks, etc. Please send priced. A. 
Boyarsky; 14740 Tacuba Drive, La Mirada, 
California 90638.

LOUISIANA postal history material - stampless 
to modern. Also information on unusual 
cancels.

Erin R. Gunter
8865 Syble Dr.

Baton Rouge, LA. 70814

CIRCUITS NEED HELP

We are in critical need of books for circuits. 
As always, it is the same old story of a few, 
regular members supplying the needs of 
everyone in the organization. Please help 
share the responsibility.

TIME TO PAY DUES

It is dues time again for the U.S.C.C. We 
urge all members to fulfill this obligation for 
1979 promptly. The life of this organization 
depends on the support of its members — and 
that support has, of course, its financial 
aspects. Please send the $6.00 payment to 
U.S.C.C., Box 83, Winnetka, Illinois 60093.
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