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Figure 4

Footnotes

Figure 5

1. Bond, Arthur H. "Time-Saving, Duplex 
Handstamps, Its Invention, Use and Manufacture.1', 
Postal History Journal, Vol. 3, No. 1, July 1963, pp. 
59-63.
2. Graham, Richard B. and Allen, Thomas F. 
"Cleveland Circular Townmarks and the Post Office 
Department Government Issue; Early Duplex," 19th 
Century Cleveland, Ohio Postal Markings, Thomas 
F. Allen, The Garfield-Parry Stamp Club, Inc., 
1991, pp. 30-1.

3 . Chase, Carroll The 3 Cent Stamp of the United 
States 1851-1857 Issue, Quarterman Publications, 
Inc., 1975, p. 334.
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"STAMPLESS" TOWN MARKS
by Roger D. Curran

In his book, The PAID Markings on the 
Three Cent U.S. Stamp of 1861, George W. Linn 
included a category of markings that we probably 
wouldn't think of, at least initially. These are 
townmarks that include the word "PAID" within the 
design. Mr. Linn included as "PAID" cancels only 
those townmarks actually used to obliterate 3 cent 
1861s. Uses of a "PAID" townmark with a 
separate killer to obliterate the stamp were not 
recorded. He reported the following qualifying 
items: "PITTSFIELD Mass" with "PAID,"
NORFOLK Va. with "3PAID", "PASSUMPSIC" (MA) 
with "PAID/3 cts." and "WILKINS Pa." with two 
vertical "PAID" markings. Mr. Linn raised a 
question about whether the two Wilkins "PAID" 
markings were impressed separately.

For first-class domestic mail, strictly 
speaking, references in a townmark to "PAID," a 
rating number or both became superfluous as of 
April 1, 1855 when prepayment became 
mandatory. However, the "PAID" marking would 
have no doubt minimized confusion during the 
April-December 1855 period when the mandatory 
prepayment did not require use of adhesive 
stamps. On January 1, 1856 prepayment by 
adhesive stamps was, of course, required.

In Simpson's U.S. Postal Markings, 1851- 
1861, edited by Alexander, under the section 
headed "Townmarks," 181 townmarks are listed 
that include "PAID," rate numbers "3", "6", or "10" 
or a combination of "PAID" and one of these rate 
numbers. Coverage was explained as follows:

"This listing is limited to town 
marks found on domestic mail 
(and to British North America) at 
the letter rate prepaid by stamps; 
that is, mail that would normally 
carry a 3 cent stamp for less than 
3,000 miles, 6 cents and 10 cents 
beyond that distance and 10 cents 
to Canada (less than 3,000 miles)."

As with uses of "PAID" and rate number 
handstamps to obliterate adhesives after the 
stampless era, it is interesting to note how late 
"stampless" townmarks are used whether or not 
they also served as obliterations. Several 
examples are shown herewith. Figure 1 illustrates 
two different townmarks from Pittsfield, Mass.

Figure 2 involves what may be termed a redundant 
redundancy with two "PAID" markings in addition 
to the stamp on the cover. Figure 4 is interesting 
in that the townmark is in red ink. (The killer in 
blue.) All the townmarks mentioned above are 
reported in Simpson's USPM but the Danvers 
example is not reported in red. Figure 5 from 
Nantucket, Mass, shows a space to the left of 
"PAID" where a rating number was removed. 
Simpson's USPM reports this townmark, noting "3 
removed". A rather spectacular 1856 transatlantic 
cover from New Bedford, Mass., also showing a 
rating number removed before "PAID" in the 
townmark, is illustrated on the cover of the Siegel 
catalog for Sale #774 of March 27 and 28, 1996.

The covers in Figures 1-5 are undated but 
all have 3 cent 1861s that are ungrilled. Readers 
are urged to check their collections or records for 
late usages of townmarks with "PAID" or a rate 
number or both, found on domestic mail, and 
report such examples to the NEWS. Especially 
significant would be those found on grilled issues 
or later. I have no doubt that there are some very 
interesting examples out there. Also, any literature 
citations on the subject would be helpful.

I'll close with one enigmatic marking 
illustrated in Figure 6. It involves a cover that 
entered the mails on December 1, 1885 addressed 
to Palmyra, New York. There is no back stamp 
but there is, of course, a Palmyra, NY/PAID 
townmark on the front. It appears to be another 
example of a townmark where the rate number 
was removed from the area to the left of "PAID." 
The 1985 edition of the American Stampless Cover 
Catalog reports a 31mm. Palmyra, NY townmark 
with "3 PAID" used in the 1850s. The Figure 6 
townmark, which is in magenta ink, measures 32 
mm. but may well be the same marking because of 
potential inking, strike, measuring, etc. variations 
among examples. Given the lack of a Palmyra 
receipt mark on the back, the Palmyra post office 
may have intended the "PAID" townmark to serve 
as a receipt mark. However, the marking lacks the 
essential date information, although the clerk may 
have simply forgotten to write it in. Another 
possibility is that the marking was used privately by 
Miss Garlock Crandall & Co. for some record 
purposes - perhaps to note paid orders or 
payments on account. Or, the marking might be 
fraudulent. I'd like to think that it was used by the
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Figure 6

Palmyra post office as a receipt marking but at 
least one confirming example would be needed 
before placing much confidence in that notion. 
Comment is invited.

Figure 1
HIGH NOON

Gil Levere sends information about 
postmarks in his collection bearing "NOON" in the 
CDS. Figure 1 illustrates an example from Boston. 
(In Boston Postmarks to 1890, Blake and Davis 
show as Figure 2025 a CDS enclosing both 
"NOON" and a two-digit year date.) Figure 2 is an 
example from Brattleboro, Vermont and Gil also 
reports usages in 1882, 1884, 1887 and 1888. He 
contacted the Brattleboro postmaster who advised 
that he could provide no background on "NOON" 
postmarks. Through the Vermont Philatelic 
Society, Gil learned about the 1884, 1887 and 
1888 examples but nothing further. A much later 
example, from Greenfield, Michigan, was also 
provided by Gil.

Who can provide more information in terms 
of further examples or some background on their 
use? It does seem that "12N" for noon and "12M" 
for midnight is a simpler approach. "12M" is seen 
with some frequency. Blake and Davis illustrate as 
Figure 2027 a "12M" Boston CDS.

Figure 2

Figure 3
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NEW YORK POSTMARKS
by Roger D. Curran

The dealer selling the 3 cent 1851 
illustrated in Figure 1 noted "New York cancel" 
beneath the stamp in his stockbook. True, 
certainly, as far as it goes. Actually there are two 
different black New York postmarks on the stamp 
as approximated in Figure 2. The "Paid 3 Cts" 
postmark is under the regular townmark. Ashbrook 
stated that his records showed this marking only in 
red and unknown on the 3 cent 1851. His earliest 
reported use was December 18, 1854 and latest 
Decembers, 1855.1 Chase reported no such New 
York postmark seen on 3 cent 1851 covers.2 The 
postmark is not reported in Simpson's USPM.3

So what do we have here? Let's speculate. 
Perhaps at the beginning of a workday a clerk 
picked up what he thought was the regular 
townmark, hit the black ink supply, and applied the 
handstamp to a 3 cent 1851 cover. Immediately 
realizing the error, he struck the cover and stamp 
again, this time with the regular postmark. That 
there is no evidence of any red in the "Paid 3 Cts" 
marking suggests that the handstamp had been 
cleaned, perhaps at the end of the preceding day. 
Comment is invited as well as reports of interesting 
uses of this postmark.

Footnotes

1. Ashbrook, Stanley A. The United States One 
Cent Stamp of 1851-1857, Vol. II, H. L. Lindquist, 
New York, NY (1938), pp. 113,124-5. Also the 
source of the "Paid 3 Cts" postmark illustrated in 
Figure 2.

2 . Chase, Carroll The 3 Cent Stamp of the United 
States 1851-1857 Issue, Quarterman Publications 
Inc., Lawrence, MA (1975), p. 333.

3. Alexander, Thomas J. Simpson's U.S. Postal 
Markings 1851-1861, USPCS, Columbus, OH 
(1979). See p. 99.

Figure 2

NOTED IN PASSING 
by Roger D. Curran

The stamp in Figure 1 caught my attention 
when I first saw it. The earliest known use of a 
one cent re-engraved, such as this, is in December 
1881. The cancellation appeared to me to be a 
clogged example of the Leominster, Mass. 
"Stovepipe." Interesting thing is, this cancellation 
has only been reported, to my knowledge, on 
1861-1870 issue stamps. Tracing GCR-105 on 
page 50 of Jim Cole's book on Banknote era 
cancellations is reproduced here as Figure 2. An 
1870 issue cover bearing the cancellation is shown 
as Figure 3. I thought the cancellation might have 
been used, after a period of retirement, on circular 
mail as was the case with the Columbus, Ohio 
"prison bars" killer. This notion continued until 
comparative measurements with several tracings 
and a couple of actual examples were undertaken. 
The theory quickly evaporated as the Figure 1 
cancel, although possessing eight segments as 
does the Leominster design, is significantly smaller 
both in terms of overall diameter and diameter of 
the inner blank circle. I'm reminded of the 
expression of several years ago: "It seemed like 
a good idea at the time."

Figure 1 Figure 1 Figure 2
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Figure 3
An interesting cancel found with some 

frequency, particularly on War Department stamps, 
is the "US" shown in Figure 4. Three examples on 
off-cover stamps are shown on Figure 5. What 
post office used this killer was not widely known.

Several years ago, however, a cover appeared in 
an auction that provided an answer. Figure 6 
illustrates this cover which entered the mails at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri and the stamp is 
canceled by the Figure 4 killer.

Figure 4 Figure 5

Figure 6 65
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