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Figure 9

Figure 10

Figure 11
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Tuck reports a cover with a December 20, 1862 double circle 
CDS canceling the stamp. Was an unduplexed double circle 
CDS used continuously to that point even while the first two 
duplex trials went on or was it picked up again after they were 
completed?

A third duplex trial (Figure 10) took place in March 
1863, based on four covers Tuck has noted. Three are dated 
March 9, 1863 and one March 7, 1863. Another duplex with 
a 4-ring target killer (Figure 11) was introduced in late 1863 
and in 1864 handstamps duplexing a double circle CDS to 
geometric and star designs, probably cut from cork or other 
wood, appeared. Use of the CDS to cancel stamps, as a 
regular practice, was a thing of the past.

Readers are reminded that the population of 
Washington, D.C. underwent a great expansion beginning in 
the Spring of 1861 as it became an armed camp of Union 
forces. Mail to and from the Army of the Potomac was 
processed through the Washington post office, representing a 
very major increase in workload.

Reports of additional covers or observations pertinent 
to this fascinating period of Washington's postal history are 
encouraged.

Appreciation is extended to Tuck Taylor for his 
continuous support during the development of this article and 
to Carl Stieg and Grover Hinds who reviewed an earlier 
version and offered very helpful comments. Any errors or 
misinterpretations in this final product are those of the author.

’Allen, Thomas F. (editor) 19th Century Cleveland, Ohio Postal 
Markings, The Garfield-Perry Stamp Club, Inc., (1991), page 
73.

2Skinner, Hubert C. and Eno, Amos United States 
Cancellations 1845-1869, American Philatelic Society and 
Louisiana Heritage Press of New Orleans (1980), page 41.

Additions to U.S.C.C. Membership Roster

Name

James A. Allen

David R. Bolamperti

Abe Boyarsky

Peter M. Hubicki

Milton W. "Bill" Kirkpatrick

William Korstange

James E. Lee

Gregory K. Leyes

Alfred Marulli

Leslie E. McConnell

Samuel Morosco

Frank Nelson

Patrick J. O'Connor

William D. Radford

Alexander Shea

Jack D. Smolinski

Richard J. Sneed

Thomas F. Thornton, M.D.

George Valentine

Doug Walker

Address

4608 Oakbridge Dr., Midland, Ml 48640

13535 Westwood Lane, Omaha, NE 68144-3546

14740 Tacuba Dr., La Mirada, CA 90638

3610 Country Club Dr., Charlotte, NC 28205-3210

4103 Woodland Dr., Fairfax, VA 22030

30 Candy Lane, Chesapeake, OH 45619-7090

PO Drawer 250, Wheeling, IL 60090

125 Strathmore Ave., Mishawaka, IN 46544

167 Clarendon Ave., Palm Beach, FL 33480

70 Harvard Rd., Shirley, MA 01464-2438

4634 El Penon Way, San Diego, CA 92117

Rt. 1, Box 69N, Columbia, NC 27925

88 Evergreen St., South Yarmouth, MA 02664

5144 l-Ah-Maytah Rd., Oshkosh, Wl 54901

342 W. 71st St., New York, NY 10023

Kingston of Ligonier, 200 Kingston Dr., Ligonier, IN 46767

4110 Silver Crest Ave., Sacramento, CA 95821-4017

729 Sunrise Blvd., Waterloo, IA 50701-4947

75 Washington Ave., Hamden, CT 06518

PO Box 1477, Duvall, WA 98019

Closed Album

George H. Lewis 
Dr. William H.P. Emery
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THE TARGET KILLERS OF WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS AND ENVIRONS

by Bob Trachimowicz

The target killers used in Worcester, Massachusetts 
in the 19th century were part of duplex canceling devices. 
Figures 1 and 2 are examples of the duplex cancels employing 
target killers that saw a brief but general use in Worcester.

The circular date stamp (CDS) is a simple double 
concentric ring design. WORCESTER appears in an arc in 
the upper area between the two rings and MASS, an 
abbreviation for Massachusetts, appears in an arc in the lower 
area between the two rings. The interior of the smaller circle 
has slots for two sets of slugs. The upper slot holds a three 

letter month slug and the lower slot holds a one or two digit 
date slug. There is no provision for a year slug. This lack of 
a year slug makes it difficult to determine the periods of use

However, it is possible to get a feel for the general 
period of use when the covers bearing the target killer and 
CDS have either some other dated markings, have some 
docketing marks on them or contain an enclosure with a date 
on it. In examining my holdings, I note that the latest use I 
can confirm is January 17, 1867. I show confirmed usage in 
1865 and 1866. For the earliest use, I refer to a cover that I

Figure 1

Figure 2Digitized by https://stampsmarter.org/



have that has month and day slugs which read FEB 29. 
Assuming that the postal clerk inserted the proper slugs, this 
date represents a leap year. Given the general time frame of 
reported use, the leap year could be 1864 or 1868.

In examining the leap year cover, Figure 3, note that 
it is addressed to a Union Army officer from the 2nd 
Massachusetts Artillery located in Norfolk, Virginia. I submit 
that this cover was sent during the Civil War and thus would 
mean that the year of mailing was 1864. Therefore, I can 
confirm that target killers were used in Worcester, 
Massachusetts as a minimum from February 29, 1864 to 
January 17, 1867. Additionally, I have seen unconfirmed data 
that shows an almost exclusive use of this style of duplex 
target cancel from January 14, 1864 to February 11, 1868. 
Reports of confirmed usage to support or expand on these 
dates would be greatly appreciated.

David Simmons of Galveston, Texas, another 
collector of Worcester postal history, identified in his studies 
the general concentric double ring CDS style as Worcester 
Type 8 cancels. I will use his convention in this article. In 
Type 8B cancels, the state name is represented as MS, while 
the state name is represented as MASS in Type 8A and Type 
8C cancels. Type 8B cancels were not used with duplex 
target killers and are not discussed here.

Even though the duplex target killers were used in 
Worcester for only about four years, as noted above, there are 
two distinct varieties of the CDSs used with target killers. 
Figure 1 is a Type 8A cancel while Figures 2 and 3 are Type 
8C cancels. The cancels differ in the size and layout of their 
respective CDSs. All markings for both styles are invariably 
in black.

In Type 8A, the diameters of the rings of the 
concentric circles are 29mm and 15mm. In Type 8C, the 
diameters are 30mm and 16mm. In Type 8A, a line drawn 
through the lowest leg in the “W' of WORCESTER passes 
between the "T and the “E" in WORCESTER. In Type 8C, 
that line hits the “T” in WORCESTER. For both Type 8A and 
Type 8C, the diameters of the rings of the targets are 19mm, 
14mm, 10mm and 5mm.

138
Target killers in Worcester saw very limited use in the 

20th century. Figures 4 and 5 show the front and back, 
respectively, of a registered letter sent from Worcester in 
1917. The adhesives on the front have been canceled by 
target killers in blue. The other registered markings are also 
in blue. The diameters of the rings of the target are 18mm, 
13mm, 10mm and 5mm.

Besides the two styles of duplex target killers that 
were used in the 19th century at the main post office in 
Worcester, target killers were used at some of the lesser- 
known stations of Worcester. Figure 6 is an example of a 
black, non-duplex target killer used at Lakeview, 
Massachusetts in 1894. The CDS for Lakeview has a 
diameter of 27mm. The diameters of the rings of the target 
are 17mm, 13mm, 9mm and 4mm. Lakeview was established 
May 18, 1887 and was discontinued August 31, 1894. 
Lakeview became Station D and then Station 2 of Worcester.

Figure 7 is an example of a black, non-duplex target 
killer used at Barbers, Massachusetts in 1888. The CDS for 
Barbers has a diameter of 27.5mm. The diameters of the 
rings of the target are 18mm, 12mm, 8mm and 4mm. Barbers 
was established March 17, 1885 and was discontinued 
November 9, 1889. Barbers became the Greendale Station of 
Worcester.

Target killers were also used at some of the post 
offices in towns that would become branches of Worcester. 
Figures 8, 9 and 10 depict black target killers that were used 
in Cherry Valley, Massachusetts in the 19th century. Figure 
11 depicts a black target killer that was used in Paxton, 
Massachusetts in 1909. There may be other examples of 
different target killers for these towns. Cherry Valley became 
a branch of Worcester in 1918. Paxton became a branch of 
Worcester in 1956.

The CDS in Figure 8 has a diameter of 26.5mm. The 
diameters of the rings of the target are 19mm, 13mm, 8.5mm 
and 4mm. There are no other markings to determine the date 
of the cancel in Figure 8, although circa 1865 seem plausible.

The diameters of the circles in the CDS of Figure 9

Figure 3
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Figure 5

Figure 4

Figure 6
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Figure 7

Figure 8

Figure 9
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Figure 10

Figure 11

are 28mm and 15mm. The target marking itself is not clear. 
Best estimate puts the diameter of the outermost target ring at 
19mm-20mm. There is a year date in the CDS of Figure 9 
which seems to read 1866, but it is not legible.

The diameter of the CDS in Figure 10 is 28mm. The 
strike of the target is poor, and the best estimate of the 
diameter of the outermost target ring is 19mm. There is an 
illegible year date in the CDS of Figure 10, although circa 
1895 seems plausible.

The diameter of the CDS in Figure 11 is 27mm. The 
sizes of the target rings cannot be determined from this 
example. The CDS of Figure 11 has a year date of 1909.

I study and collect the postal history of Worcester, 
Massachusetts in detail. Any readers who can supply me with 
new or updated information about the target killers described 
in this article, or any other information about Worcester postal 
history, are urged to contact me direct. Please send all

inquiries to:

Bob Trachimowicz 
118 East Street 
Uxbridge, MA 01569-1942

I can be also contacted by email at:

track@ma.ultranet.com

My Worcester, Massachusetts Postal History Web Page can 
be viewed at:

http://www.geocities.com/Athens/2088/index.html

9
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Target Cancels, 1847-1861

by Roger D. Curran

Common, indeed, is the target cancel on 19th century 
U.S. stamps. Seemingly ubiquitous with endless variations, 
the target design was a most popular manufactured canceler 
and herein lies an interesting aspect. With one exception that 
I can think of, manufactured killers really didn't become 
widespread until the era of 1861 issue stamps. The exception 
is the 7-bar circular grid distributed by the Post Office 
Department in conjunction with 1847-issue stamps.

As has been discussed elsewhere in the literature in 
recent months, few fancy cancels appear on 1847-issue 
stamps and those that are found may be considered fancy 
only through a generous use of the term. Indeed, they are 
rather mundane and often pnmitive. This began changing in 
the 1850s, but most fancies were hand-carved and few post 
office artisans appeared interested in carving targets. On 
1847s, target cancels are decidedly rare. Carroll Chase, the 
premiere student of the 3 cent 1851 issue, considered targets 
rare on that issue, too. He noted only five towns that used 
targets: Danbury, CT, Claremont, NH, East Wilton, NH, 
Killinsworth, CT, and Stony Brook, NY.1 On the 1857s, I 
would say they are scarce. Dr. Chase mentioned a black 
target used by the NYPO on registered mail during part of the 
currency of 1857 issue stamps. I have a record of one such 
cover, addressed to Virginia, dated January 23, 1861 with a 
target canceling a 3 cent 1857. The target is in black ink with 
a dot in the center and what I believe to be four rings. There 
is also a blue straight-line "REGISTERED" handstamp 
described by the auctioneer as the "earliest recorded usage." 
I would very much welcome additional reports of this NYPO 
registered mail target

At least two U.S. post offices are known to have used 
4-ring target cancels - Hanover, NH and Greenwich, NY - on 
1847 issue stamps. Lot 1018 in the Siegel sale of November 
22, 1988 is an example of the former and lot 35 of the Siegel 
sale of June 9, 1992 an example of the latter. In both cases, 

red ink was used. Lot 141 in the Siegel sale of June 25,1987 
was a cover addressed to Wisconsin bearing a blue target 
canceling a 5 cent 1847 and a "matching" blue Middle Bury, 
VT CDS. The lot description states that the cover is either 
missing one 5 cent stamp or was erroneously accepted as 
fully prepaid for a distance exceeding 300 miles. Slawson et 
al, in The Postal History of Vermont, report eleven covers with 
the "Middle Bury" CDS bearing 1847 issue stamps.2 In at 
least eight cases, the stamp was canceled by the enclosed, 
circular 7-bar grid. In two cases, a manuscript "X" was used. 
On the only 10 cent 1847 cover (which may be a 12th cover 
reported by Slawson, et al), the stamp was canceled by the 
postmark. The above arouses some concern about the Middle 
Bury target and it would be interesting to know if it has been 
expertised. A Canadian seven-ring target from Montreal has 
been noted on a very few 1847 and 1851 issue stamps.

We illustrate two 1851 issue covers bearing targets - 
from Stony Brook, NY and Danbury, CT. The Figure 1 cover 

is postmarked April 1 but without an indication of a year date. 
The stamp is a brownish carmine so perhaps it is 1852. The 
Figure 2 cover is dated October 2 (1851). On the reverse is 
Dr. Chase's distinctive handwriting describing the killer as 
"green." Stanley Ashbrook's signature is also present. Tome, 
the color is blue although the note probably was written many 
years ago and the ink color may have changed some. Figure 
3 shows five off-cover examples. The first item, on small 
piece, is from Killinsworth, CT. The second is another blue 
example from Danbury, CT. On the reverse in Dr. Chase's 
handwriting is September 10, 1851, presumably the date of 
use. The third stamp from the left bears a target that may be 
from North Lewisburg, Ohio. A similar killer is illustrated in 
Simpson's U.S. Postal Markings 1851-1861? The origin of the 
others is unknown to me.

On the 1857 issue, we illustrate four covers. Figure 
4 is from Hartford, CT, Figure 5 is from Stamford, CT and

Figure 1
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Figure 2

Figure 3

appears to be dated 1860, Figure 6 is from Killingly, CT, and 
Figure 7 is Green Castie, NY. Simpson's USPM lists targets 
from 15 towns on either 1851 or 1857 issue stamps. Briefly, 
they are as follows: Central Village, CT - two thickish primitive 
rings; Danbury, CT - as illustrated; Killinsworth, CT - as 
illustrated; Putnam, CT - six thin rings; Chelsea, MA - one ring 
and a big dot; Freetown, MA - two rings, one dot (quite 
symmetrical - manufactured?), St. Paul, MT -three rings, inner 
ring heavier; Stoddard, NH - smallish, three rings; Oreford, NH 
- one ring, dot, primitive; Perry City, NY - two rings, inner thin, 
outer thick; Stony Brook, NY - as illustrated; North Lewisburg, 
OH - as illustrated; Conshohocken, PA - two rings; Kingston, 
PA - four rings, largish, with dot; and Westminster, VT - five 
rings, dash in middle.

’Chase, Carrol The 3 cent Stamp of the United States 1851- 
1857 Issue, Quarterman Publications, Inc. (1975 reprint), p. 
334.

2Slawson, George C., Bingham, Arthur W. and Drenan, 
Sprague W. The Postal History of Vermont, Collectors Club 
of New York (1969), pp 164-5.

’Alexander, Thomas J. Simpson's U.S. Postal Markings 1851- 
61, U.S. Philatelic Classics Society, Inc. (1979), pp. 128-51.
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Figure 5

Figure 6

Figure 7
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Two New York Targets

by Roger D. Curran

It might seem that the NYPO clerk went overboard a 
little in handling the cover in Figure 1. Addressed to New York 
City, the cover entered the mails in Boston where a red 
Boston CDS and an enclosed "PAID" killer were applied. 
What, then, provoked all the New York postmarking?

Apparently it was an attempt to correct the date. The 
Boston CDS reads "JUN" 15 or 16 whereas the New York 
CDS reads "DEC" with a date that appears to be "16." Was 
the cover correctly postmarked in Boston and then lost 
(perhaps in a mailbag) for several months before being 
transmitted to New York? Was it an error in Boston 
postmarking? Or was it something else? Based on the 
docketing, it was sent in 1862. Additional views on the 
processing of this cover as well as information on other uses 
of this New York CDS and 5-ring target will be welcomed. 
Incidentally, the New York CDS shows a after YORK.

Figure 2 illustrates a New York Foreign Mail (NYFM) 
target that is lightly tied to a folded letter front. Actually, it 
appears to have been a printed circular as the reverse 
contains a portion of a printed document. The "PAID ALL" is 
in red. The target measures about 18 mm. in diameter and 
has a lightly struck fourth ring in the center that wont show in 
the illustration. I’m quite sure it is Bill Weiss' type TR-T1 as 
presented on p. 261 of his 1990 NYFM book. Bill reported 
only one cover and one piece bearing this NYFM cancel. That 
cover is dated December 21, 1873. The Figure 2 cover bears 
an Engleberg received marking dated 1875.

Figure 2
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