
Dear Reader, 82

The U.S. Cancellation Club will hold its 1999 annual 
meeting and seminar at the Philadelphia National Stamp 
Exhibition (PNSE) which runs from October 1-3 at the Fort 
Washington Expo Center in Fort Washington, Pa. Our 
seminar/meeting will take place on Saturday, October 2. As 
mentioned in the last NEWS, the U.S.C.C. will again sponsor 
a one-frame exhibit competition. But I should hasten to point 
out that the emphasis is really not on competing but rather 
on encouraging the exhibition of cancellations on 19th 
century U.S. stamps. A one-frame exhibit, consisting of 16 
pages, is a great way to be introduced to the exhibiting 
process or, for the experienced exhibitor, to develop a new 
exhibit without undue burden I sincerely encourage 
members to consider participating Although attending the 
show is ideal, it isn't necessary and exhibits can be mailed. 
Our exhibits representative is Tuck Taylor who lives in the 
area, and has exhibited at the Philadelphia show many 
times. Please write Tuck at the address listed on the 
masthead or call him at 610-388-2558. He can also be 
reached by FAX at 610-388-3424 Tuck is available to 
answer questions and assist with any needed logistics. He 
will coordinate all paperwork and provide liaison with PNSE 
officials regarding the U.S.C.C. one-frame exhibition. As we 
did last year, the 1999 seminar will consist of short 
presentations by our one-frame exhibitors present at the 
show about their material. And if last year is any guide, 
interesting dialog can be expected. Mark your calendar now 
and plan to join us regardless of whether exhibiting is 
feasible. The PNSE is a fine show and we’d enjoy seeing 
you.

This issue of the NEWS is a very full one. In 
addition to the catalog for Auction #3, we announce the 
initiation of two large information-gathering projects: one 
devoted to target cancellations and the other to the “large 
Boston negatives " Many thanks to those who have 
volunteered to serve as coordinators Let's keep them really 
busy by submitting lots of reports of pertinent material. I’d 
like to emphasize one point made on the form. Please think 
of friends and acquaintances who are not U.S.C.C. members 
and send or give them copies of the form if they may be in a 
position to contribute. Also, please announce these studies 
at your local stamp club meetings. Obviously, we want to 
encourage as much reporting as possible And suggestions 
and comments are always welcome.

Just as an example of an interesting aspect of the 
target cancel project, one type that has a noteworthy postal 
history aspect is illustrated below. Dick Graham described 
this type in his Linn’s “Postal History" column of January 4, 
1999 entitled “U.S. government-issued duplexes began in 
1863.” He reported that they were manufactured by Edmund 
Hoole and supplied by Hoole, as a government contractor or 
subcontractor, to more than 600 post offices during the circa 
1863-1866 period and they were the first government-issued 
duplex cancels. Dick stated he has had reports of such 
duplex uses from as early as April 1863 and that they have 
been noted for some years after 
U.S.C.C. project can do to add 
important subject.
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With this issue we correct a numbering error that 
recently occurred. The Summer 1998 NEWS was identified 
on the front page as “Vol. 24. No 3.” The Fall 1998 NEWS 
was also identified as “Vol. 24, No. 3.” It should, of course, 
have been “No. 4.” The Winter 1994 NEWS was identified 
as “No. 4” and should have been “No.5." Readers may wish 
to correct the numbering on their copies.

Best wishes to all for a pleasant summer

Roger Curran
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 “Newburyport Postmaster Moulton's 
Killers”, Collectors Club Philatelist, March 1984

 “Analysis of 3 Waterbury Killers—Reply to 
Dr Jackson", Collectors Club Philatelist, March 1980.

Federal Registers 1861-1869.
Rohloff, Paul C. The Waterbury Cancellations 1865-1890.
McClung, Michael: “Shades of the 3 cent 1861”, Chronicle 
#149.

Ohio Update For Sale
The Ohio Postal History Society is planning to 

update the Ohio listings in the Doane-Thompson Catalog of 
U.S. County & Postmaster Postmarks by K. Gilman. This 
will be a major updating of the information as it will include 
manuscript, M.O.B., “collect” and backstamp usages, as well 
as the various colors. The largest single area of revision will 
be to define the period of use by month and year rather than 
just by year

Your assistance is solicited. Photocopies are 
recommended for unlisted items, whereas dates of use, etc. 
can be reported by referring to the Doane-Thompson 
numbers Please send to Jim Kesterson, 3881 Fulton Grove 
Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45245.

Cancellations on the 3 cent-1861. Send $3.00 for Colored 
Xerox's. A. Boyarsky, Box 570, La Mirada, CA 90637-0570

Turtle Cancel Search
A non-member collector in Belgium specializes in 

documents and cancels about turtles and has asked the club 
for assistance in adding to his collection. He is aware of a 
20th century cancel from the 1930’s from Turtle, IL, but the 
pickings seem quite slim. If you have such items and wish to 
sell them, please contact him at the following:
Jacques Van Hove, 15D I.P.P., 4990 Lierneux, Belgium
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“Large Boston Negatives” Project - Help Needed!

by Roger D. Curran

Among the most distinctive and easily recognizable 
cancellations found on nineteenth century U.S stamps are 
the “large Boston negatives” used in the late 1870s and early 
1880s. The vast majority of examples come from Boston but 
a few other post offices used them as well. Figure 1 is a 
typical Boston example. There has been surprisingly little 
information published on these cancels in recent years. 
Indeed, the most important reference on the subject is 
contained in Boston Postmarks to 1890 by Maurice C. Blake 
and Wilbur W. Davies that appeared fifty years ago. Mr. 
Davis, incidentally, was one of the earliest members of the 
U.S.C.C. and a primary contributor to the NEWS in the 
1950s.

There is also what we will call a fifth type consisting of 
examples of the first four types that have been altered in 
some way. Figure 3 illustrates three such items.

HOG
Figure 3

As mentioned in the Winter 1998 NEWS, the 
U.S.C.C. has decided to undertake a study of these 
interesting cancellations with the view of expanding the 
information contained in the Blake and Davis book The 
results will appear in the NEWS or, perhaps, as a 
monograph published by the U.S.C.C. Since the study was 
announced, several club members have contributed a very 
considerable amount of information from their collections. 
These include Arthur Beane, Vince Costello, Gary Hendren 
and Ted Wassam.

The designs of the “large Boston negatives” may be 
broken down into the four basic types illustrated in Figure 2.

In addition to specific information on the cancels 
themselves, we also seek information on noteworthy 
individual uses such as those canceling demonetized or high 
value stamps, covers with strikes of two different cancels, 
especially nice strikes or covers, covers with unusual postal 
history aspects, etc. One such item is illustrated in Figure 4.

At such time as the above phase of the study is 
complete, we'll turn our attention to these large negatives as 
they were used by post offices other than Boston, which also 
is an interesting, albeit a much more limited, subject

Included with this issue is a form devised for 
submitting data and an attachment that presents the data 
accumulated to date. It will be necessary to have access to 
the Blake and Davis book since the designations of the 
individual cancels all come from the book’s numbering 
system. Using the form, readers are asked to submit 
information that (a) extends the dates of use beyond what is 
currently listed or (b) reports unlisted designs. Regarding 
the latter, this would include, of course, circles and squares 
with a number or letter not illustrated in the book, cancels 
with clearly different dimensions that are otherwise similar to 
illustrations in the book, and cancels altered in ways that are 
not the same as those illustrated in the book.

Please help us if your collection contains examples 
of these cancels that would increase our information Also, 
pass copies of the form on to acquaintances who are not 
U.S.C.C. members but may be in a position to contribute. 
Thanks!Figure 2
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Mailed without postage, this cover was initially backstamped with a duplexed “A” at 2 p.m. and stamped 
“HELD for POSTAGE” on front. Postage was soon forthcoming. The stamp was applied and canceled 
by a different duplexed “A" at 8 p.m. on the same day.

New Members

Bruce Baryla
Richard Meier 
John Donnes

1213 Ave. Z, #F-11
PO Box 597
202 Willow Dr.

Brooklyn
Hemet
Gretna

NY 11235
CA 92546-0597
LA 70053
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NYFM Covers

John Barwis reports four interesting New York Foreign Mail covers acquired during his current job assignment on the other 
side of the Atlantic. A fifth cover was noted by your editor The numbering and type system employed by Bill Weiss in his 
1990 book The Foreign Mail Cancellations of New York City 1870-1878 is used in the listing below Through the courtesy of 
Mr. Weiss, we also include his illustrations of the cited cancels.

Weiss# Date Destination

1. TR-M4 6/5/72 Amsterdam

Stamps

10 cent 
(Sc 150)

Color of 
Marking

Black

Comment Weiss lists 6 covers. This is a seventh cover. Narrow span of reported dates: 6/5/72-6/15/72 
Year date based on 6/5/72 sailing of Nevada.

2 TR-W2d 8/22/74 Paris 3 cent, 6 cent Black

Comment Weiss also lists another cancel of the same general design: TR-W2b. See Weiss discussion, p
384. He lists only one cover for each cancel. Barwis states: “The cancels W2b and W2d in the Weiss book
are very different if my example is actually W2d. There are only six pie-slices. They are symmetrical, and
within the deformed circle frame. Each wedge has a notch in it.”

TR-W19 2/26/73 France one 6 cent 
two 20 cent, 

(Sc. 148,150)

Black

Comment: Weiss reports 2 covers and one piece. This is third cover Narrow span of reported use: 
2/26/73-3/1/73. Barwis reports that all 20 “cogs” or wedges are distinct, not welded together as in Weiss

Unlisted 11/5/70 Amsterdam 10 cent Black

Comment: 6 wedges. See Figure 1. The accompanying tracing is a general approximation, taken from a 
photocopy Weiss lists a number of cancels involving wedges but not this Those that are similar have more 
than 6 wedges, except for TR-W2e, which has thinner, more widely spaced wedges.
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5. Unlisted 6/25/72 

(Frankfurt 
backstamp)

Frankfurt two 2 cent 
(Sc 146)

Black

Comment. Very similar to Weiss TR-W7 that has seven wedges This cancel has eight wedges 
Figure 2

See

Figure 2

Herman Herst. Jr.

Numerous tributes to Herman "Pat” Herst have 
appeared in the press since he passed away earlier this 
year. He was, of course, a giant in philately and made 
innumerable contributions. However, most present U.S.C.C. 
members may not be aware that among these contributions 
was his vital support to the U.S. Cancellation Club. He 
served as president for the 1974-5 term and as Governor-at- 
Large for many years thereafter. He was also an important 
contributor to the NEWS with those entertaining and 
informative philatelic stories of years gone by written in a 
fluid and engaging style. Indeed I recall receiving an article 
from Pat shortly after taking on, with some trepidation, the 
job of NEWS editor for an earlier time in the 1980s. And I 
remember thinking “HE is writing to me!?!” But I quickly 
realized that the desire to help others was a trademark of the 
man.

A major endeavor on behalf of the U.S.C.C. came 
at a time when the club faced a very difficult period. Charles 
Root had been the NEWS editor since 1951 and died in 
1975 after surgery. Then came the resignation of the Club's 
executive secretary. There followed a one-year hiatus 
during which the NEWS was not published However, new 
officers were being elected and the club re-established. The 
July 1976 NEWS carried the following report:

“Howard Mader, President of the U.S.C.C. 
has announced the appointment of Pat 
Herst as a new director for the club. There 
is no one in the philatelic world who is not 
aware of Pat’s contributions, and there is 
no need to provide a biography for Pat. 
However, it was his efforts that held the 

club together during the past year so that 
we are once again able to have a viable, 
functioning organization Without the 
untold hours that he devoted to the club it 
would not be in existence today. His 
willingness to again agree to help the 
organization as a Governor is only another 
indication of his continuing devotion to our 
organization ”

Mr. Herst’s outstanding support of the U.S.C.C. was and is 
sincerely appreciated

Roger Curran
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Banknote Era “STEAMBOAT” Marking With Serifs, 

Measuring About 48 x 5 1/2 mm.

By Roger D. Curran

On page 80 of the Summer 1996 NEWS an off- 
cover Scott #210, canceled by a straight-line 
"STEAMBOAT” marking, was illustrated. This particular 
“STEAMBOAT” marking can be identified as coming 
from either Baltimore or Mobile but, because the stamp 
is off cover, it is probably not possible to tell which was 
the originating post office. Baltimore and Mobile 
"STEAMBOAT" markings used during this period are 
extremely similar (probably identical) and the 
handstamps must have come from the same maker. 
Incidentally, while relatively common during the 1851-61 
era, “STEAMBOAT" markings in general are quite 
scarce by the time Scott #210 appeared in October 
1883.

“STEAMBOAT” markings were applied by post 
offices to domestic mail received from steamboat 
captains who did not hold mail contracts. This was 
loose mail picked up along the route as a favor to the 
sender to be mailed when the vessel docked at a town 
with a post office. Insofar as postage charged on such 
mail, the January 1883 Postal Guide states it as follows:

903. Letters deposited for mailing in 
post offices by the masters of 
steamboats plying wholly between 
ports of the United States, if prepaid 
by stamps, should be forwarded to 
destination charged only with the fee 
of two cents paid to the master of the 
vessel under section 253, P.L & R. 
1879 If wholly unpaid they should be 
forwarded to destination charged with 
double rates of postage in addition to 
the fee of two cents.

Dick Graham kindly provided to the NEWS 
photoprints of Baltimore and Mobile covers bearing the 
"STEAMBOAT" marking in question from the files of the 
late Henry A. Meyer. (Dick also sent along 
transparencies of covers bearing clear Baltimore and 
Mobile strikes, which enabled a good overlay 
comparison showing that the markings are essentially 
identical.) The covers in Mr Meyer’s photo file have 
now been combined with covers reported to the NEWS 
by Warren Bower and Van Koppersmith and those 
appearing in books by George Arfken and Edward 
Willard. The result is the very preliminary census 
reported below in Tables 1 and 2.

Readers are urged to report additional covers 
from Mobile and Baltimore (and from elsewhere if they 
exist) bearing this marking so that we can develop a 
more complete picture of their use. Please also report 
additional off-cover stamps bearing this marking as a 
cancellation. All contributions will be gratefully 
acknowledged.

Figure 1

Figure 2
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Mystery Cancel

by Jim Kesterson

I have been an ardent collector of fancy 
cancels for forty years, including the very philatelic 20th 
century fancy cancels that were used for awhile on 
registered mail I was thus startled to see in a Herst 
1962 auction the cover illustrated as Figure 1. Why was 
I startled? Well, Figure 1 shows an 1850s cover but I 
was familiar with the cancel in quite a different context. 
The bible for 1920s and 30s fancys, written many years 
ago, is the Foster W. Loso and Heyliger deWindt book 
2^ Century United States Fancy Cancellations which 
was “dedicated to the unknown, imaginative designer of 
an undiscovered hairy specimen of a lascivious 
species." This statement in the front of the book is 
accompanied by the tracing shown here as Figure 2.

I was able to acquire the auction lot but have 
been unable to locate a second cover or even identify 
the town as the cover lacks a postmark. I believe the 
marking to be genuine. Not only does the ink “look 
right” but it has passed the water blot and UV tests. 
Could this be the same cover seen by Loso and de 
Windt?

Any input from readers would be appreciated.

Figure 1

Help Wanted

Abe Boyarsky is doing research on early usage dates of the 
1 cent 1861 stamp The stamp above is an example with a 
Watertown, NY date stamp of August 21st He would be 
interested in hearing from collectors who have such items on 
or off cover with August, 1861 dates Photocopies would be 
appreciated. Abe's address is

Box 570
La Mirada, CA 90637-0570

Upcoming Move?

Please remember to notify us of address changes 
before you move. You will save the U.S.C.C. unnecessary 
expense and receive the NEWS more promptly. It presently 
costs us 30.6 cents to mail a copy of the NEWS at the 
applicable bulk rate. If you have recently moved and the 
NEWS is forwarded to you, we receive an address change 
notification from the post office that costs 50 cents. If for 
some reason the NEWS cannot be forwarded, it is returned 
to us at a cost of $1.36 or $1.91, depending on weight. And 
then the U.S.C.C. pays the first-class postage, presently 77 
cents, to mail the NEWS to you if we determine your new 
address, which we try very hard to do.

Moving, of course, is a disruptive experience, even 
under the best of circumstances, with many loose ends and 
things to keep in mind. However, it will be very much 
appreciated if notifying the U.S.C.C is one of the things you 
do.
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