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Dear Reader.

Enclosed with this issue is a dues notice for 2000. 
Please complete and return it with your check as soon as 
possible. And take time to fill out the collecting interests 
section if you didn’t do so earlier or if you wish to expand or 
change what has already been submitted. Remember, the 
more specific and detailed it is. the more helpful to others. 
We sent out a separate roster of collecting interests for the first 
time this year and want to provide an expanded version for 
2000. I believe one of the most valuable functions a club such 
as ours can perform is to help put collectors with common 
interests in touch with one another. Let us hear from you on 
this. The catalog for U.S.C.C. auction #4 is also enclosed. 
Hopefully you will find some items of interest!

The Philadelphia show in early October, where we 
held the annual U.S.C.C. meeting, was very pleasant. It was 
moved to a new venue this year - the Fort Washington Expo 
Center. The hall was spacious and well-lit and excellent road 
markers pointed the way from the Turnpike. The U.S.C.C. 
presented five one-frame exhibits: Arthur Beane on 
noteworthy 19th century fancy cancels, Roger Rhoads on color 
cancels on the first postal cards, Tuck Taylor on Washington, 
D C. cancellations and a second frame on early Washington, 
D.C. postal history, and your editor on New York ellipse 
cancels with a number in the center. Roger Rhoads again won 
the award for best U.S.C.C. exhibit and congratulations are 
due to Rog for a most interesting and attractive showing that 
was also very well written and presented. Congratulations 
also to the Pennsylvania Postal History Society for the best 
club exhibit award I think we gave good competition but 
their members did an excellent job with a well-balanced 
showing of Pennsylvania postal history. There were nine 
attendees at the U.S.C.C. seminar Saturday morning, which 
involved an enjoyable discussion of the material exhibited by 
club members.

I want to thank club member and dealer Jim Lee for 
his support of the U.S.C.C. A couple of years ago Jim 
publicized our club in his newsletter and that led to ten plus 
new members. At our request, he featured the U.S.C.C. again 
in his most recent newsletter and we have, as a consequence, 
signed up a similar number this year. A steady flow of new 
members has been a top priority of the club and Jim’s 
outstanding contribution toward this end is very much 
appreciated. For those of you who don’t know him. Jun 
specializes in U.S. 19th century postal history and stamps 
(including fancy cancels), essays and proofs, and philatelic 
literature and can be reached at the address listed in the Club’s 
membership roster.

It was a pleasure to see Nancy Clark’s fine American 
Philatelist article on pumpkinhead cancels from Maine. The 
faces on the background pumpkins on the magazine’s cover 
reproduce, through the marvels of computer science, the face 
caned in the actual killer that was illustrated. How about 
that! Incidentally, Nancy also recently authored an article 
entitled "Maine Fancy Killers: Alphabet Cancellations” in the
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June 1999 Postal History Journal that includes a number of 
newly reported items.

Best wishes to each of you and to your families for a 
joy ous holiday season.

Roger Curran
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Unusual Handstamps With Ellipses 
by Roger D. Curran

The most common handstamp killer used in the last 
quarter of the 19^’ century is the elliptical grid with a number 
or letter in the center. Featured in this article are two unusual 
handstamp markings that involve a townmark duplexed to an 
ellipse killer. The first, illustrated in Figure 1, was 
postmarked at Philadelphia on September 28, 1884. The cover 
is franked with a pair of Scott #210 and a single #206. I had 
never before seen an ellipse duplexed with a “PAID” 
townmark. Willard does not list this marking nor does he list 
such duplex markings from any other cities.1 (“PAID” 
markings designed for use at this time would have only been 
for international mail.) Any thought of a rare postmark, 
however, was eliminated after a check of Tom Clarke’s book.2 
Not only is it listed, this “PAID” townmark is reported used 
with ellipses containing a “1,” “2,” and a “3” in the center and 
noted from May 22, 1884 through March 12, 1888! I believe 

the reason it wasn’t listed in Willard is because the 
international postage rate of five cents, in the great majority of 
cases, was paid with a five cent stamp and not through using 
two cent stamps. Incidentally, the address on the front of this 
cover is written in an old style German script. On the back is 
a circular datestamp of Niederhone, Germany.

The cover illustrated in Figure 2 shows a Brooklyn 
“V” townmark duplexed to an ellipse with an inverted “2.” 
The adhesive stamp is a #210. The date in the postmark is 
April 20, 188? The last digit is probably a “5.” On the back is 
a pair of five cent brown Garfields. The most likely 
explanation for the upside-down anomaly is that the ellipse 
element itself screwed into the handstamp and was left in the 
wrong position.

Figure 1

Figure 2
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As in the case of Figure 1, this townmark is not listed by 
Willard. In a discussion of other Brooklyn markings, he 
mentions the 1887 Postal Guides as listing the following 
Brooklyn “substations”:3

B. Brevoort
E. Comer of Atlantic and Smith Avenue
G. Green Point
S. Comer of Broadway and Willoughby Avenue
V. Van Brunt
W. Williamsburg 

(We assume that Van Brunt was technically a substation even 
though the registry postmark on the front of the Figure 2 
cover refers to “Station ”) Willard reported seeing Brooklyn 
substation postmarks with either a large “W” or “B” duplexed 

to ellipses containing a “1,” “2," or “3” in the center. He did 
not report any with an “E,” “G.” “S,” or “V.” Substations at 
this time did not postmark and process mail other than 
registered letters, so probably all of these markings are on the 
scarce side. Can readers report additional substation “V” 
markings or markings from any other substations not found 
by Willard?

1 Willard, Edward L. The Two Cent Red Brown of 1883-1887. 
Volume II, (H.L. Lindquist Publications, Inc., 1970.

2 Clarke, Tom A Catalog of Philadelphia Postmarks 18th 
Century to the Present. Part II, 1990. p. 12-56.

3 Willard, op. cit., p. 124.

Distinctive Killer

Rob Lund sends the stamp illustrated in Figure 1 and 
asks about the origin of the cancellation. It doesn’t appear in 
the Skinner-Eno book and your editor has seen no reports of it 
elsewhere in the literature. The design is fascinating. There is 
a central negative circle and four “3” numerals connected to 
and radiating out from it at right angles to one another. There 
are also four negative circles or discs separating the four “3” 
numerals. The “3” numerals are not the same in appearance 
but the killer evidences a high degree of carving skill in the 
fine detail of the numerals and in the very round negative 
circles which are quite a bit more geometrically circular than 
your editor’s rough tracing shows. The killer has a 
psychedelic appearance, albeit used in the 1860s rather than 
the 1960s! Presumably the use of a “3” was intended to 
denote the standard postage rate at the time.

There is part of a townmark, apparently duplexed to 
the killer, that shows a “W,” followed by a space and then an 
“E,” an “S,” and what may be a “T.”

Who can report additional examples or identify the 
post office that used this killer?

William H. Bauer
Vermeil: Nojex 99, Seacaucus, NJ 

Boosterism in Colorado, 1859 to the Present

Alan Campbell
Grand, Gold, APS pre-1900. 

BIA and USPCS awards
Stampshow 99, Cleveland. OH
U.S.Official Stamps, 1873-1884

Robert L. Markovits
Champion of Champions (top U.S. exhibiting award) 

Stampshow 99, Cleveland, OH 
Large Gold: Philexfrance 99. Paris

U.S. Officials, 1873-1884

Gold: China 99, Beijing
Gold: Napex 99, Washington. D C.

U.S. Special Delivery Issues, 1885-1917

Robert J. Payne
Gold, MCS and APS research awards 

Colopex 99, Columbus, OH
The U.S. Post Office - Washington, D C.

Thomas O. Taylor
Vermeil: Nojex 99, Seacaucus. NJ

Washington, D.C. Postal Markings, 1788-1847

Figure 1
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More on Early Machine Cancels

In the Winter 1998 NEWS, there was an article 
entitled "Early Machine Cancel?” that discussed New York 
Post Office markings on two covers dated March 28 and April 
8. 1863. The same type of New York CDS die was used on 
each cover. The cancelers were similar but not the same. 
They were both elliptical in shape and comprised of horizontal 
bars. However, the canceler bars on one cover were thicker 
than those on the other. It was speculated by Bob Payne, 
owner of both covers, that the canceler with thicker bars (April 
8) was substituted for the thinner bar killer (March 28) 
because the thicker bars would do a better job of canceling and 
postal officials were very concerned about the re-use of lightly 
canceled stamps.

The 1998 article discussed a strong indication that the 
CDS and canceler markings on these two covers are the 
product of a "letter canceling machine.” Crucial to this 
judgment was the presence of a mirror image offset of the 
markings on the back of each cover. Sometimes, especially in 
the early years of the evolution of canceling machines, when 
they were hand operated and hand fed one piece at a time, the 
dies continued to be activated from a power source when no 
letter or postal card was in position to receive the markings. 
The ink was then applied to the underlying surface on which a 
piece of mail was supposed to be resting. When a mail piece 
was subsequently placed in that area and canceled, the force of 
the strike created pressure on the underlying surface which 
then deposited a mirror image offset of the markings on the 

back of the cover. Not only do Bob’s covers both show an 
offset, but in each case the offset is directly opposite and in 
register with the front CDS and canceler markings.

Two more covers have now been reported - by Tom 
Mazza and Bob Payne - that show the same type of CDS (in 
these cases dated April 6 and April 3. 1863 respectively) with 
the thin bar ellipse canceler. And they both have an in-register 
offset on the back that is directly opposite the CDS and 
canceler markings on the front. A remarkable aspect of the 
April 3 (Figure 1) cover is that there is an overlapping double­
strike of the CDS and canceler on the front. One strike of the 
CDS and canceler is about 20mm to the left of the other. And 
sure enough, the same overlapping and positioning occurs on 
the offset!

Offsets on the backs of 19th century covers are, of 
course, occasionally noted. No doubt these generally result 
from letters being stacked immediately after postmarking. But 
they are not regularly seen and one wouldn’t expect the offset 
to appear directly opposite the CDS and canceler markings on 
the front, except by happenstance, unless a canceling machine 
was involved. And that is the situation for each of the four 
known covers bearing tire markings in question. To have 
offsets on the backs of all four covers and to have all of them 
directly opposite the postmarks on the fronts of the covers 
seems beyond coincidence.
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The reports of the new covers, combined with those 
previously identified, have led Bob Payne to the following 
view:

“In my opinion, the duplex markings on 
these four covers are the earliest known 
machine cancels to mark letters in New' 
York City' and even more important the 
earliest in the United States. I believe they 
were impressed by the John McAdams 
machine discussed in the Winter 1998 and 
Summer 1998 issues of the U.S. 
Cancellation Club NEWS.”

Who will be the first to discover the John McAdams 
patent and any background on the man himself?

Thanks to Bob Payne for his consultation on the 
writing of this report.

One Small Mystery Solved 
by Roger D. Curran

One of the interesting byways of 19th century 
cancellations involves the use of rating numerals and other 
“stampless” handstamp markings to cancel stamps. Some uses 
are surprisingly late. One way to define “late” in this context 
would be to say it applies to uses at least 25 years after the 
stampless era came to a close for domestic mail. That would 
be 25 years after January 1, 1856 when prepayment of postage 
using stamps, with few exceptions, became mandatory. In 
1881 the re-engraved stamps began appearing and rating 
numeral cancels on those and later issues can certainly be 
termed “late.” Rating numerals as cancelers are, of course, 
noted well into the 1890s.

Figure 2
One of the cancels I have seen (perhaps 5-10 

examples off-cover) on Scott #220 is a “7” in a circle. Three 
examples are shown in Figure 1. I have often wondered where 
it came from. There is a “7” reported from Manchester 
Center, Vermont on 1895 issue stamps in the Slawson et al 
book The Postal History of Vermont, but with no mention of 
an outer circle. Some other numerals are listed in the book 
with an outer circle. Not long ago I came across a cover (see 
Figure 2) that answers the question. It is postmarked 
Manchester Center, Vermont and bears an 1895 issue stamp 
canceled by the same “7’ in a circle. (The killer is 
strengthened in the illustration to make it stand out.) Just this 
summer, an off-cover four cent 1895 issue stamp (Scott #269) 
bearing this cancel appeared as lot 3595 in Nutmeg Mail 
Auctions Sale No. 19.

Since the cancel is not listed in Slawson on other than 
1895 issues (although, as mentioned above, it is seen on off- 
cover 1890 issues), it was presumably placed in sendee as a 
canceler at a very' late date. What were the circumstances of its 
introduction? Was the “7’ used by Manchester Center during 
the stampless era, assuming there was a Manchester Center at 
that time? Actually, 1 have doubt about whether it really is a 
“stampless” rating numeral given what seems to be its late 
appearance and the fact that a “7” would be a very scarce 
rating numeral. A “7” was used on some unpaid ship mail 
where a 2 cent fee is added to a 5 cent rate. Who will shed 
more light on this cancel or on the 7 cent rate?
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Early Trial?

The New York 9-bar ellipse cancels were the first 
regularly used ellipse cancels in the U.S. This is an important 
postal history event because ellipse cancels were ultimately 
employed by every large city' in the U.S. and a great many 
smaller cities and towns as well. As mentioned in Roger 
Rhoads' article entitled "New York City Numeral 
Cancellations. 1872-99” on page 106 of the Summer 1999 
NEWS, the earliest reported use of the New York 9-bar ellipse 
is May 3, 1876. A number of May 1876 uses have been 
recorded and there seems to be no question at all but what this 
is when regular use started.

A cover has now come to our attention that raises the 
question of a possible earlier trial. Figure 1 illustrates the 
cover front and Figure 2 the receipt marking on the back. The 
docketing on the left end of the cover front is:

“Sargent & Co.
Nov. 16.75
Receipt”

Tire cover is postmarked November 16 and the ellipse contains 
a “19” in the center. Tire Philadelphia receipt marking has 
been identified in Part II of Tom Clarke’s Philadelphia 
Postmarks trilogy as item R12 (see pages 14-2/3.) This 
marking is reported used from April 27, 1873 through July 9, 
1882, so its presence on the back of the cover doesn’t help to 
confirm the “75” year date. Of course, the docketing could be 
in error. However, the fact that it was written in a business 
context and late in the year makes tliis explanation less likely 
than it otherwise would be. A conclusion should not, of 
course, be drawn on the basis of one cover. However, we 
wish to enlist the help of NEWS readers to search your 
collections and otherwise be on the lookout for additional 
covers that show', or seem to show, use of the New York 9-bar
ellipse prior to May 3, 1876.

Another User of Large 
“STEAMBOAT” Marking

A large and distinctive “STEAMBOAT” marking 
was discussed in the Spring 1999 NEWS. Examples were 
noted from Baltimore and Mobile. Niles Schuh recently 
submitted a cover (Figure 1) bearing what certainly seems to 
be the same marking, apparently originating at Jacksonville, 
Florida. Your editor is not aware that this marking has been 
reported before from post offices other than Baltimore and 
Mobile and will very much welcome additional reports of such 
usage. Niles reports the cover is wrinkled and tom in a way 
indicating that it was stuffed with many pages at one time.

We are not able to date this cover except to say that 

the stamp is a Continental printing which means the cover was 
mailed in 1873 or later. It certainly appears to have been 
mailed before the rate changed to two cents in October 1883. 
Niles writes:

“The cover’s origin was probably one of the 
many towns along the St. Johns River which 
were serviced by steamboats during that 
period. The St. Johns is 273 miles long and 
it had a lot of towns along its banks, even 
back then. I have a list of about 100 
steamboat landings on the St. Johns in 
1884.”
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Figure 2

STEAMER “DE MARY."

Both contract and non-contract steamboats operated 
on the St. Johns River. The carrier of the Figure 1 cover was a 
steamboat without a mail contract. Niles sent along two ads 
for contract steamers. One of them, for Baya’s Line, 
advertised “triple daily service (Sundays excluded)” between 
Jacksonville and Palatka. It identified itself with “United 
States Fast Mail.” The other ad. featuring the steamer 
“Debary.” is shown in Figure 2.

Additions to the Membership Roster

Donald A. Barany, 1137 Second St., Suite 202
Santa Monica, CA 90403

John Beatty, Box 129
Cherry Hill, IL 61317

John Beirne, 43-20 Judge St.
Elmhurst, NY 11373-3458

Nancy B. Z. Clark, PO Box 451
Lexington, GA 30648

Edward Field, 2502 Marguerita Ave.
Santa Monica, CA 90402

Ronald J. Friedman, 1186 Waterwheel Dr.
Yardley, PA 19067

Eric Glohr, 139 Richard Ave.
Lansing, MI 48917

Todd A. Him, 3551 Russett Lane
Port Orange, FL 32119

B. Clyde Hutchinson, 6672 Sims Dr.
Oakland, CA 94611

Donald Johnstone, 183 Rudgate Rd.
Colchester, VT 05446

Vincent Maiorama, 112 Ashmore Rd.
Greer, SC 29650-2926

Lawrence J. Montello, PO Box 268
Bird Island, MN 55310

Richard Singer, 84 Ridge Rd.
Glen Rock, NJ 07452-2322

Nolan Starks, 338 Beechwood Dr.
Adrian, MI 49221

Prescott Van Hom, Jr., 3017 Chimneywood
Floyds Knobs, IN 47119

Shawn Wilson, 19191 Ravenna Rd.
Mantua, OH 44255-9533
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“Standardized” Killers from Cortland

by Roger D. Curran

Cortland, N.Y. is located in the central part of the 
state. The map I have before me dates to the late 1960s and 
shows Cortland with a population of about 19,100. One 
presumes it was much smaller in the 1880s. The Cortland 
postmaster in 1882 (and perhaps in other years within the 
same general timeframe), fashioned some very distinctive 
killers to use in the processing of outgoing mail. He noticed 
what New York and other big city post offices were doing to 
cancel stamps. And what they were doing by 1882 was to 
employ manufactured metal handstamps that duplexed a 
CDS to an ellipse-shaped killer of canceling bars or, less 
frequently, a circular killer with bars or smaller circles 
inside. Figure 1 illustrates a common example of the former 
and two variations of the latter.1 The killer on the right 
comes from Washington, D.C. The overwhelming majority 
of these killers, of course, had a number or letter in the 
center.

The Cortland postmaster likely couldn’t afford (or 
couldn’t justify in his own mind) the purchase of a 
manufactured metal handstamp for the amount of mail he 
processed. Perhaps he also was uncomfortable with the 
idea, albeit less expensive, of using the newly popular

Figure 1

rubber postmarkers and cancelers. But he liked the 
efficient, standardized look of these killers and decided to 
create his own by carving them out of wood or cork. Figure 
2 illustrates two covers mailed three days apart — April 3 
and 6, 1882. I think the ellipse killer is duplexed to the 
CDS as the space between is 9 mm. on both covers. In the 
center of the ellipse is a numeral “8.”

Figure 3 illustrates a carved ellipse killer with a 
letter “C” (no doubt for Cortland) in the center. On the back 
of the cover is a New York “transit” marking dated 
December 25, 1882.
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On a closely related matter, one of the many things 
I have learned from Jim Cole’s fine book Cancellations and 
Killers of the Banknote Era 1870-1894 is the origin of the “8" 
killer illustrated in Figure 4 on an off-cover Scott #207. It is 
from Cortland and identified by Cole as an “Eight Ball.” 
What an apt and colorful description! Jim illustrates on 
page 186 a very' nice cover bearing this cancel with the 
following caption:

“The Cortland, N.Y. ‘eight-ball’ cancel appears 
to be duplexed on this example, but if so, the ‘8’ is 
inverted as the small loop is at the bottom. 
Perhaps the inverted eight ball reflects the idea of 
being behind the eight-ball.’”

Figure 5

This may be true but with the presence also of an “8” in the 
ellipse cancel, I incline to the view that the Cortland 
postmaster just wanted his killers to resemble those he had 
seen on incoming mail and since they much more commonly 

Figure 4

employed a number in the center, he picked a number — any 
number — to make the similarity complete. Comments and 
information about other Cortland killers of this general type 
are invited.

There are actually a fair number of hand carved 
ellipse cancels available. This subject warrants an article at 
some point and readers are urged to report examples, 
regardless of where they are from or whether they are on or 
off cover. Figure 5 is a favorite of mine and I have no idea 
where it originated. A nice clear design was created but 
with a bit of a reverse-image problem!

■Burr. Gilbert M. “Standardized Handstamp Cancellations 
on the Bank Note Issues,” American Philatelist, January 
1935-Apnl 1936, pages 203, 516-7.

Digitized by https://stampsmarter.org/



I .S. Cancellation Club NEWS, Fall 1999 128

More on Manuscripts

Various manuscript cancels were illustrated in the 
Summer 1999 NEWS and Rob Lund responded with several 
interesting examples from his collection. Figure 1 illustrates a 
cover addressed in a fancy script to George A. Chase in 
Somerset, Mass. In several of the enclosed loops - for 
example, in the "G" of George and in the "Ch” of Chase - 
diagonal shading lines are drawn in. Undulating lines of dots 
appear above and below most of Somerset and ornamental 
bracketing occurs around Somcrset/Mass. Rising to the 
challenge of such ruffles and flourishes, the postmaster at 
Dighton. Mass, added his own fancy penmanship in applying 
the post office name and the "Feb 17th I860” date.

Figure 1

In Figure 2. Rob shows three off cover stamps, two

of which bear humorous modifications of Washington's 
portrait. A profile is added to the left stamp while a dark head 
of hair as well as some long whiskers and a collar or necklace 
is added to the right stamp. Rob's stamp in the middlei 
probably bears a privately applied precancel. The book Silenr 
Precancels lists such cancels (crossed pen lines extending to 
the edges of the stamp) from San Francisco and Mary sville. 
California.1 In the case of San Francisco, they were reportedly 
used by Wells Fargo and from Mary sville by Wells Fargo and 
Adams Express.

We’ll add a third whimsical cancel in Figure 3 
postmarked "E. Berlin/May 23.”

1 Smith, David W. Silent Precancels. The Precancel Stamp 
Society (1995). pp. 5-6.
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