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More Early (1882-1883) Providence Wesson TOB Killers

by Vince Costello and Norman Shachat

Gerald J. Gorman in his January 1988 La Posta 
article (pages 47-56) points out that Walter D. Wesson, a 
Providence, Rhode Island postal clerk, experimented with 
various wood or cork hand carved killers from January 1882 
to May 1883. Since each killer lasted for only a very few 
days, he estimates that there were a minimum of 119 hand- 
carved killers used during that period. Although Gorman’s 
article illustrates a relatively large number of them, many 
more remain to be found.

Recently, one of us (Vince Costello) acquired a small 
correspondence of nine covers from Providence to Europe 
posted from July 27, 1882 to January 23, 1883. The letters 
were sent from Thomas R. Drowne to Miss Addie V. Drowne 
who was apparently traveling in Europe at the time. The first 
two letters were addressed to London. All of the others were 
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addressed to Paris and were forwarded respectively to Geneva, 
Venice, and back to Providence. Apparently Miss Drowne 
visited London, Paris, Geneva and Venice, and then returned 
home in January.

All are franked with the normal 5 cent Universal 
Postal Union (UPU) single letter postage. Forwarding within 
the Union did not require any additional postage.

Each of the nine letters was posted at the Providence 
P.O. and contains a Wesson “Time on Bottom ” (TOB) duplex 
cancel. Most interestingly, each of the cancels has a different 
distinctive killer. Although some of the killers are shown in 
Gorman’s article, several are not. Because all nine are clearly 
dated and have reasonably clear killer strikes, they are shown 
in this article in chronological order as Figures 1 to 9.

Figure 3

Posted Sept. 24, 1882

(forwarded to Geneva)
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Figure 4

Figure 6

Figure 7

Figure 5

Posted Oct. 24, 1882

Posted Nov. 6, 1882

Posted Nov. 7, 1882

(forwarded to Venice)

Posted Nov. 12, 1882

(forwarded to Venice)
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Figure 8

Figure 9

THOMAS R. DROWN E.
HABDWAEE,

M3 High Sf.. VrovMvnnn K; 1

Posted Jan. 4, 1883

Posted Jan. 23, 1883 

(forwarded to

(forwarded to

Providence)

TnOMAS'U. DRUM N E 
HABDWABE.

Providence)

A NOON-Related Marking

In the Winter 2000 NEWS, Gil Levere illustrated and 
discussed three versions of “NOON” postmarks: “12 NOON,” 
“NOON,” and “12:00/NOON.” Calvet Hahn submits in 
Figure 1 an example of a closely related marking, years 
earlier, in red ink applied by the Boyd’s City Express Post. 
While it doesn’t state “NOON,” Cal reports that we can be 

confident that the “12 o’c” inscription means noontime 
because this Post, as well as the Blood post which also used 
“12 o’c,” didn’t operate at midnight.

Figure 1
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“DIAMOND RUBBER”

Surely one of the most intriguing 19th century cancels 
is the “DIAMOND RUBBER” cancel, struck in magenta ink, 
from Mclndoe’s Falls, Vermont. It is listed in the Cole book 
on Banknote era cancellations and in the Vermont postal 
history book by Slawson, et al. Figure 1 reproduces the 
illustration from Slawson.1

Figure 1

Alyce Evans discussed this cancel in the Fall 1992 
NEWS as follows:

William H. Gilchrist, postmaster of 
Mclndoe’s Falls, Vermont from 1870-1885, 
practiced frugality to its limit by using a 
rubber trade mark from the bottom of a boot 
as a canceling device. This trade mark, a 
diamond-shaped piece of rubber with the 
words DIAMOND RUBBER, was 
vulcanized to the instep of the sole, and 
could be removed . . . naturally, the words 
appear in reverse order.

A postal card bearing this cancellation in the 
collection of Jim Kesterson is illustrated as Figure 2. It was 
postmarked September 9 (1879). Jim has recently submitted a 
second style of “DIAMOND RUBBER” trademark used as a 
cancel, this time from Milton, Indiana. See Figure 3. He has 
two examples from different correspondences, both in 
magenta ink. He reports the strikes on both covers being 

Figure 2
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reasonably clear, considering the subject matter, and he notes 
that one edge is imperfectly struck or missing. Jim attributes 
this to the rubber trademark having a curvature. The examples 
are dated January 26 and February 20 (1870s). Your editor 
knows of no previous reports of this Milton Indiana cancel in 
the literature.

1 Slawson, George C., Bingham, Arthur W. and Drenan, Sprague 
W. The Postal History of Vermont, Collectors Club, New York, 
N.Y. (1969), Page 129.

you indicated that the word “Lichtdruck” is 
there. Could this possibly be “Nachdruck”, 
the German word for reprint??

Even if the word really is “Lichtdruck”, this 
still could be an advertising sample from a 
German printing firm showing how good 
were the forgeries they were able to make.
If your stamp is genuine, you have a rare and 
expensive stamp. However, before 
speculating about the cancel, you need to 
have the stamp expertised. The stamp can be 
submitted to the APS expertization service 
for an opinion.

More on “All German USA Cancel?”

On page 99 of the Summer 1999 NEWS we reported 
an interesting cancellation that Victor Kuil encountered on 
what we thought to be newspaper stamp #PR79. Since PR79 
is a U.S. stamp, Victor initially assumed the cancellation to be 
of U.S. origin but found it interesting that it had several 
German connotations. After showing the stamp to a friend 
and getting his comments, Victor’s opinion changed. He then 
speculated that either the cancel was a fake German cancel or 
a genuine German cancel with the handstamp that produced it 
brought to the U.S. by German immigrants.

That article generated a very helpful letter to Mr. 
Kuil which is quoted below.

Dear Mr. Kuil,

Your letters reprinted in the recent issue of 
“Cancellation Club News” have caught my 
attention.

You speculated regarding the unusual cancel 
on PR79, the U.S. $60 newspaper stamp.

I do not collect the newspaper stamps, but I 
do collect the U.S. official stamps, and there 
is a similarity regarding forgeries of the high 
denomination stamps. The $2, $5, $10 and 
$20 State Department stamps have always 
been scarce and expensive due to their high 
face value. The stamps were forged in 
Germany, and sometimes, but not always, 
had the words “facsimile” or “falsch” as part 
of the design. They were offered for sale as 
reprints by the Senf brothers in Leipzig. 
There are even stories that the stamps were 
added to boxes of cereal as free gifts.

The same fate was inflicted on the high 
denominations of the newspaper stamps.

Thus, the first question that has to be 
answered regarding your stamp is: “Is the 
stamp genuine??”

The cancel is blurred in the article I read, but

Yours sincerely,

Rollin C. Huggins, Jr.

Victor had intended to have the stamp expertised, but 
with the press of other business, etc., didn’t get to it. (A 
halftone of the stamp is shown as Figure 1.) Along the way he

consulted a friend who has knowledge of stamp fakes and a 
subsequent examination of the stamp led Victor to the strong 
conviction that the stamp is a fake. He then “donated” it to the 
U.S. Cancellation Club, hoping not to see it again! While 
your editor is no specialist in stamp fakery, it does seem clear 
that this stamp is not a printing from an engraved plate since it 
has a fuzzy, grainy quality. Genuine U.S. newspaper stamps 
are from engraved plates. Perhaps due to the “Lichtdruck” 
reference in the cancel (and it is definitely “Lichtdruck”) 
which translates to “light printing” (see earlier article), the 
printer assumed that there was no need for additional indicator 
of “facsimile” of "falsch” in the design or as an overprint.

At the suggestion of Mr. Huggins in further 
correspondence, the stamp is being donated to the APS for its 
reference collection.

USCC Exhibit Awards at Providence

The USCC is making available two exhibit awards at 
the APS Stampshow in Providence, R.I. this August. The best 
one-frame cancellation exhibit will be awarded an attractive 
all-brass copy of a British postal scale standing about one foot 
high. The best multi-frame cancellation exhibit will be 
awarded a regulation postal scale with a tile surface, glass 
covered face (with all rates displayed) and a fancy painting on 
tin base with eagle. To be eligible for a USCC award, the 
exhibit must have earned a silver or higher-level medal at the 
show and at least 40% of the material in the exhibit shall 
consist of obliterations on U.S. stamps.
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Difficult Letters
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by Roger D. Curran

One of the most common designs found in hand- 
carved killers is that of a letter of the alphabet. Both positive 
and negative letters exist, of course, in great profusion. 
Collectors often work to complete an alphabet of cancels and 
quickly find, as one would expect, that some letters are much 
harder to locate than others. We discussed in the Winter 2000 
NEWS a hand-carved “Z” and this is a scarce letter.

Manufactured metal ellipse handstamps largely 
replaced hand-carved killers in the late 1870s and 1880s. 
Many of these also contained letters in the middle. Those 
letters that are hard to find in hand-carved killers are largely 
the same as those letters hard to find in ellipse (and concentric 
circles) killers.

In this article, we touch on two letters that, in 
addition to the “Z,” are very much at the scarcer end of the 
continuum - “Q” and “I.” Quincy, Illinois used an ellipse 
with a “Q” in the center and also a distinctive “Q” in a double 
circle. Cole #Lq-l is reproduced here as Figure 1 and an off- 
cover Scott #156, bearing two partial strikes of the Quincy 
killer, is shown as Figure 2. The cancel on the off-cover Scott 
#210 in Figure 3 is interesting and I have no idea where it 
originated. Was this killer carved that way or was it formed 
by using an “O” cancel with a second partial strike to create 
the design of a “Q”? That two-step process I am quite sure 
was used on the postal card in Figure 4, postmarked
“CANANDAIGUA/ N.Y./SEP/ 15.” I have seen two other

examples of this Canandaigua killer and in both cases it shows 
as a simple “doughnut” design, albeit in one case a double 
strike. Indeed, 1 wonder if the cancel on the #210 is also from 
Canandaigua since the cancels are so similar. However, the 
postal card is dated 1881 so there is at least a two year period 
between the strikes since #210 wasn’t issued until October 
1883. If there are readers who can supply more information 
on “Q” cancels, please let us hear from you.

“Q” cancels bring to mind a Pittsburgh killer (see 
Figure 5) that has puzzled me. The general consensus is that it 
is a reverse “P” for Pittsburgh. I am no expert on the proper 
form of letters and the serifs at the top and bottom may well be 
telltale signs that a “P” was intended. But several other hand- 
carved letter killers were used by Pittsburgh including "D,” 
“E” and “W, so why not a “Q”? The Figure 5 illustration was 
taken from Bob McKain’s fine article entitled “Pittsburgh 
Fancy Cancels 1872-1882” that appeared in the Spring 1986 
NEWS.

Figure 5

The problem with using a letter “I” is, in my opinion, 
distinguishing it from the numeral “1.” An “I” may well be 
mistaken for a “1” without serifs or a Roman numeral one. 
Branch stations in NYC used letters in both hand-carved and 
ellipse killers. In 1873-4, there was a Station “I” at Broadway 
and 84th St. It ceased to exist in 1875 when it became Station 
“O.” A new Station “I” at Columbus Ave. and 105th St. was 
established in 1897. Figures 6 and 7 clearly illustrate numeral 
“1” killers. The base of each has right and left serifs but there 
is only a top serif on the left side. Figure 8 is on a Scott #U82 
entire canceled by what is assumed to be a letter “I” cancel. 
Figure 9 is a cover postmarked by Station I on January 11, 
1899. The illustration won’t show the letter “I” clearly in the 
killer but it definitely has the full serifs, extending left and 
right, across the top and bottom of the letter. (A clearer off-

Figure 2 Figure 3
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Figure 6

Figure 7

Figure 8
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cover example of this ellipse is shown next to the cover.) 
Unfortunately, on the cover, the top serif of the “I” at the 
bottom of the townmark didn’t strike.

An assumed letter “I” cancel on an off-cover Scott 
#113 is shown as Figure 10.

Information about other examples of “Q,” “I” and 
“Z” cancels is eagerly sought.

Figure 9

Letters in Ellipses in New York City Handstamps

The subject of numbers in killers in NYPO 
handstamps has, of course, occupied numerous articles in the 
NEWS over the past 15 years. Such numbers appeared by the 
early 1870s and were used by the main NYPO on out-of-town 
domestic mail. The primary purpose of numbers was to 
permit supervisors, for quality control purposes, to determine 
what clerks handstamped what pieces of mail.

The purpose of this article is to introduce very briefly 
the subject of letters in ellipses in NYC handstamps. In the 
pre-ellipse era, hand-carved letters were used earlier than 
hand-carved numbers, dating as far back, perhaps, as 1863. 
Handstamps with letters were not employed by the main 
NYPO but rather by stations of the NYPO, which were 
designated by letters; i.e., Stations A, B and C, etc.

The use of numbers in ellipses in NYC handstamps 
on a regular basis began in 1876. Arthur Bond listed an 
“earliest date recorded” of May 18, 1876.' Club member Gil 
Levere reported a May 3, 1876 usage in his collection. Given 
these dates, it is interesting to note that Bond’s “earliest date 
recorded” for a letter in a NYC ellipse is about a year later on 
May 21, 1877? This usage involved a letter “F.” The present 
article identifies two considerably earlier examples involving 
Station A. Figure 1 is a transatlantic cover postmarked May 
23, (1876). Club member Brad Horton reports a Station A 

example in his collection dated April 17, (1876), addressed 
domestically, which is very interesting in that it predates the 
regular use of numbered ellipses. A theory developed that 
Station A was the first station to use these lettered ellipses and 
did so only sparingly as an experiment for some period.

A recent report makes that theory much less likely. 
Ted Wassam submits the card illustrated as Figure 2. From 
the front we see that it was postmarked February 15. The 
ellipse contains an “F” in the center. On the back, written in 
blue crayon, is “Feby 15-1876” presumably documenting the 
date of the note and the birthday. However, one supposes that 
it could have been written by someone (perhaps even a 
philatelist?) setting forth his or her conclusion of the full date 
of the card. If we can locate another card or two that can be 
dated to this general time period, it would lend further 
credence to the view that it is, indeed, a February 1876 usage. 
Please help out by reporting to the NEWS any early (May 1876 
or earlier) New York City ellipses in your collection with a 
letter in the center or any hand-carved letters in NYC killers 
dated 1876 or later.

1 Bond, Arthur. “Numbers and Letters in New York City Hand­
stamps, 1869 to 1900” U.S. Cancellation Club NEWS, 
May 1968, p. 24.

2 Ibid., July 1968, p. 30.
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Figure 2

Figure 1
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