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A “Time-Out” Update

by Gilbert J. Levere

The response to the article about “time-out” 
cancellations in the Summer 1999 issue of the NEWS was 
most gratifying, thanks to several reports of additional 
examples found not only on covers and postal cards but on 
off-cover postage stamps as well. Especially welcome was the 
copy of a UX-8 postal card submitted by John Donnes, 
bearing the elusive Racine, Wisconsin “time-out” cancellation, 
earlier indications of which consisted only of the tracing of the 
cancellation reported by Willard.1 Donnes’ copy is reproduced 
here as Figure 1.

In addition to the foregoing, as can be noted in the 
accompanying supplementary table, examples from Lockport, 
N .Y. were submitted by John Donnes, Don Vail and Ted 
Wassam, while Ralph Edson and the writer were able to 
contribute two more examples of usage at the Northfield, 
Connecticut Post office.

Further evidence of “time-out” usage was found on 
off-cover U.S. postage stamps; i.e., Scott 207, 210 and 213 as 
also noted in the accompanying table. Enough of the marking 
exists on each of the three stamps to enable identification of 
the post office of origin. As also noted in the table, one 
additional Scott 207 was reported to have received a “time­
out” cancellation but no photocopy accompanied the report. 

was inserted upside down by a careless clerk, thus giving the 
appearance, nonetheless, of a standard “time-out” cancellation 
except for the substitution of a 4-ring target canceller in lieu of 
the standard ellipse.

If, as it appears, the Roxbury, N.Y. markings are 
indeed true “time-out” cancellations and not just possible 
candidates for such consideration, they not only differ in 
format by virtue of the target canceller, but represent the only 
reported usage, to date, of such cancellations as service 
markings. They also depart from the norm in that the circle 
date stamp (CDS) is a fancy county cancel with the two small 
crosses at 3 o’clock and 9 o’clock.

An example showing the same cancellation as an 
originating cancellation would certainly result in adding 
Roxbury, N.Y. to the limited list of previously known “time­
out” user towns. Reports and illustrations of same as well as 
of any other “time-out” usages would be most welcome 
additions to the study of this unusual and interesting 
cancellation. They can be sent to the writer at 26 Ellsworth 
Rd., West Hartford, CT 06107. All reports and illustrations 
will be duly acknowledged. ■ 

'Willard, Edward L. The United States Two Cent Red Brown 
of 1883-1887, Vol. 2, H.L. Lindquist Publications, Inc., New 
York, p. 149.

Over and above the foregoing, editor Roger Curran 
submitted copies of the backs of the two Cortland, N.Y. 
covers, the fronts of which he had previously illustrated on p. 
126 of the Fall 1999 issue of the NEWS. The backs of the 
covers show the intriguing cancellations illustrated in Figures 
2 and 3, which were applied as service receiving markings on 
April 4 and April 8, 1882 respectively at the point of 
destination; i.e., Roxbury, N.Y. The April 4 cancellation 
appears to have been a triplex hand-cancel from which the 
time element broke away and perhaps was manually applied 
obliquely, judging from the extremely heavy impression of the 
“M” in “A.M.” By April 8 the time element was apparently 
restored to its intended position. However, the time element

Figure 1
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Targets and Non-Targets

Abe Boyarsky recently wrote the NEWS about the 
nomenclature used for certain cancellations. We quote from 
his interesting and informative letter.

solid center and they are quite scarce. 
Concentric circles are common on the 3 cent 
1861 issue although some of the concentric 
circles are difficult to find.

I see lately that many descriptions in 
catalogs are calling the common concentric 
circles bullseyes or targets.

The true targets are the ones that have a 

The common concentric circles measure 19- 
20 mm. for the outside circle and 4-5 mm. 
for the inside circle. This would be for the 
common 4 ring concentric circles. 
Concentric circles killers that have a 6 or
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larger mm. for the inside circle and 21 mm. 
or larger for the outside circle are not 
common.

In the 3rd row number 5 with the small dot in 
the center is from Oaks Comers, NY. The 
townmark included Jul 20 and the shade 
appears to be used in late 1864 and early 
1865.

I would appreciate hearing from members 
who have these solid center cancellations on 
the 1861 3 cent issue on and off cover.

Abe can be reached at P.O. Box 570, La Mirada CA 90637- 
0570.

Another Early Duplex?

by Roger D. Curran

One of the most important steps in the evolution of 
canceling postage stamps was the adoption of handstamps that 
duplexed the townmark to a killer. In the U.S. this was 
brought about by a postal regulation dated July 23, 1860 that 
forbade use of the townmark as an obliterator of postage 
stamps. Townmarks did not do an effective job obliterating 

postage stamps and using them on postage stamps tended to 
make them less readable.

New York was the first post office to adopt the time­
saving duplex and examples from New York have been seen 
as early as August 8, 1860. Two Ohio post offices, Cleveland 
and Cincinnati, introduced duplex handstamps by August 17, 
1860. A Chicago duplex dated September 28, 1860 has been 
reported. Savannah, Ga. began using duplexes by October 20, 
1860.

Pittsburgh, Pa. may also have been a pioneer in this 
area. Figure 1 illustrates a cover postmarked at the Pittsburgh 
post office on November 10, 1860. The grid killer to the right 
suggests that the townmark and killer were struck from a 
single handstamp, but more examples are needed to reach a 
definite conclusion. A second example noted was lot 2139 in 
Nutmeg Mail Auctions Sale No. 25 of April 26, 2000. It 
appears to be dated October 26, 1860. Figure 2 reproduces the 
catalog illustration of that lot.

Readers are encouraged to check their collections for 
other examples of these Pittsburgh markings and report them 
to the NEWS for a future update. All contributions will be 
acknowledged. ■

Figure 2
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Odd Duplexed Killers

By the late 1890s, standardized cancels were certainly the 
norm, particularly as the larger post offices had by then adopted the 
routine use of letter canceling machines. Many small post offices, 
however, continued to use distinctive (albeit by this time usually not 
very “fancy”) killers in processing mail.

Illustrated in Figures 1 and 2 are two 1898 examples of 
unusual killers duplexed to town postmarks. The Moodus, 
Connecticut killer is in the shape of a horizontal ellipse (certainly the 
ellipse is a common enough shape) but in this case composed entirely 

of “dots.” The Cadiz, Ohio killer is a rather large square of eight 
vertical bars. One supposes that both killers were handmade but 
perhaps not. Readers who can report other examples of these killers, 
either from the same post offices or others, are urged to do so.

Figure 2

Digitized by https://stampsmarter.org/



U.S. Cancellation Club NEWS, Summer 2000 45

More on Glen Allen Precancels

In the Winter 2000 NEWS a brief article was 
presented that illustrated three examples of precancels applied 
at Glen Allen, Virginia. In response, club member Bob Payne 
submitted two examples from his collection. Figure 1 is a 
beautiful cover bearing the comer card of the business that 
printed the townmark and star which are in black ink. Figure 
2 is also a lovely cover but one that I suspect may be 
surprising to many readers. The very elaborate townmark in 
black ink is printed with space allowed for entering the month 
and day in manuscript. The townmark date on this cover is 
June 12, 1871. The “precancel” did not, of course, in this case 
include a separate killer to cancel the postage stamp.

It was interesting to consult a couple of reference 
books on precancels. Silent Precancels by David W. Smith 

reports Glen Allen stars on 1873 issue stamps through 1882 
issues and on two later issue stamps. Smith also reports an 
example on an 1870 issue stamp but with a “?,” suggesting 
that it is not confirmed. Postal History and Usage of 1907 
and Earlier Precancels by Charles C. Souder does not list any 
Glen Allen precancels on stamps before the 1873 issue. Your 
editor assumes that the Glen Allen Druggists’ Label Concern 
was a predecessor to Cussons, May & Co. and Cussons, May 
and Sheppard and that the precanceling practice began by 
printing just the townmark and only later did the company 
print both the townmark and the star cancel. Additional 
information would be greatly appreciated. ■

Figure 1

Figure 2
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Sets of Letters

Figure 1 and 2 illustrate 1877 covers from Hartford, 
Connecticut. One might assume Figure 1 was a negative cross until 
viewing Figure 2. Neither cancel is listed in Connecticut Post Offices 
and Postmarks but the author, Arthur J. Warmsley, stated that he was 
only providing a cross-section of what is available. In Cancellations 
and Killers of the Banknote Era 1870-1894, Jim Cole illustrates what 
may be the Figure 1 “X,” but without attribution, as Lx-8 and also a 
“Y” (Ly-8) shown here as Figure 3 attributed to Hartford. 
Interesting, isn’t it,that all three letters are close to the end of the 
alphabet.

For both Hartford and Barre, your editor would very much 
welcome receiving reports of other letter cancels used during the 
middle and late 1870s.

++++++++

Figure 4 is a “B” in an ellipse from Barre, Mass. “B” for 
Barre seems reasonable enough, but one begins to wonder when 
noting the “H” in Figure 5. Indeed, Barre is known to have used 
other letters, as illustrated by several examples from Cole shown here 
as Figure 6.
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Figure 4

Figure 5

1887 Issues

II ML-66 II ML-67

mjc
■MH' 

----------------------------------------- Barre, Mass.---------------------------
Barre, Mass.

1883 issuesMay 23-Sept.19,1887 Aug. 30-0ct. 3,1889

+++++++++++++

Brunswick “B”

Club member Charles O’Dell sends two covers 
postmarked from the river town of Brunswick, Missouri with a 
letter “B” killer. Tracings are included here as Figure 1. 
Whether the differences are attributable to two different “B” 
handstamps, with slightly different designs, or just variations 
in the inking or strikes from a single handstamp, is difficult to 
tell. The main distinguishing characteristic of the Brunswick 
“B” may be the rather long tail at the bottom. ■

Figure 1
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Earliest “Fancy” Cancel?

In 1844 and the first half of 1845, independent mail 
companies were actively engaged in providing letter mail 
service between cities. This service was a major challenge to 
the U.S. Post Office Department that ended only when the 
POD monopoly in this area was re-established in 1845. Nine 
of these companies issued their own stamps in 1844, including 
the American Letter Mail Company (ALMC).

The Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions sale No. 8 
of November 11-13, 1999 contained the Richard Frajola 
collection of 1844 independent mail company covers. The 
catalog identified several "firsts" associated with the 1844 
independent mail adhesives. One of them was as follows:

“The earliest use of ‘fancy’ cancels 
(American Letter Mail Company)”

Lot 1747 was a cover bearing an ALMC 50 black 
small eagle adhesive canceled by a “red oval of stars fancy 
cancel.” The lot description mentioned that “ . . . fewer than 
ten examples of this cancel are reported on cover.” The 
Robert A. Siegel sale 817 of November 15-17, 1999 offered 
two more such covers dated March 4, 1844 and January 21, 
1845 respectively. The January 21 cover is shown here as 
Figure 1. This cover also bears a red ALMC New York oval 
handstamp marking.

Surely the “earliest use” description was intended to 
apply to cancels within the U.S. as the British “Maltese” cross 
cancels had been used to obliterate adhesive stamps since 
1840. And we would also have to disqualify the “U.S” killer 
(Figure 2) introduced in 1842 by the U.S. City Despatch Post 
in New York City for use on local mail adhesive stamps. We 
suppose the “U.S” could be argued either as a fancy cancel or 
as not. Certainly the oval of stars is a true fancy cancel with 
eye-appeal and a dash of whimsy going well beyond what a 
strictly functional cancel would require. ■
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