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Figure 6, dated November 22, 1886 introduces a new 
letter - an “R.” This oval killer must have been put into 
service very close to November 22 because the strike is 
exceedingly sharp, showing no wear or ink build-up. 
Incidentally, it should be pointed out that, beginning with the 
Figure 3 cover, the townmark appears to have been applied by 
a metal, as opposed to rubber-faced, handstamp. It seems 

clear that a metal-faced handstamp was being used with a ring 
into which wood or cork killers were inserted.

Two covers in early 1877-January 27 and 29 - show 
a return to an “S” in the killer design. The latter example is 
shown here as Figure 7. An “H” in an oval of horizontal bars 
appeared by July 1887. July 27 and August 15 (Figure 8) 
examples are also noted.

Figure 6
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A multiple letter killer appeared byl887. The cancel 
in question is noted on two covers - one dated September 26, 
1887 and the other, very curiously, dated February 2?, 1889. 
The latter cover is shown as Figure 9. The letters appear to be 
“WH” or “HW” although one might suppose that an “A” is 
also intended. Jim Cole, in his Banknote era cancels book,

reports dates of use of May 23 to September 19, 1887 for what 
appears to be the same killer, but with the other side up. The 
Figure 9 cover shows a very crisp strike. Was a second killer 
of the same design carved in 1889? A “W” was introduced 
(Figure 10) by October 8, 1887.
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The letter “J” was introduced by March 9, 1888 (see 
Figure 11), a letter “B” by March 28, 1888 (see Figure 12 for a 
May 28, 1888 example), and a different style of “J” (Figure 
13) by November 19, 1888. (Four examples of this killer have 
been noted in the November/December 1888 period.)

The year 1889 brought an “M” dated February 25, 
1889 (Figure 14) and the only non-letter killer we noted from 
Barre during this period. A full example dated March 11, 
1889 is illustrated in Figure 15 together with a later strike of 
an incomplete design. Presumably the ornamentation on the 
left side broke off between March 11 and March 25, 1889.
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There was a return to a “J” killer by May 4, 1889 (Figure 16).

An “MJC” killer (Figure 17) was used as early as 
August 8, 1889. Cole reported usages from August 30- 
October 3, 1889.

Figure 18 shows an “OC” in a segmented circle 
struck squarely on the one-cent imprint of the UX9 postal 
card. There is no year-dated dateline on the reverse nor can 
the year be determined from the received marking. The card 
appeared in December 1886 and was current through 
December 1891.

Figure 18
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The final three killers (Figures 19-21) form an 
interesting group. The April and June covers can be dated as 
1890. The January cover has no dated backstamp or 
enclosure. However, given the killer’s similarity to that on the 
April cover and the fact that the stamp (Scott #212) was 
current until March 1890, we speculate it to be January 22, 
1890. We assume it is a “W” that is being represented in both 
Figure 19 and 20 since it is clearly a “W” in Figure 21.

A limited amount of information about the names of 
Barre postmasters was passed on to Arthur Beane some years 
ago. In 1878 the postmaster was W.F. Brooks. From 1891- 
1911 it was Benjamin Brooks. In 1888, the person’s last name 
was Wheelock. One can speculate that the multiple letter 
killer in Figure 8 is, in fact, a “WH” for Wheelock and that

Figure 19 \
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this person was the Barre postmaster in 1887 as well as 1888. 
Also, the “W” killers in Figures 9 and 19-21 may stand for 
Wheelock who may have remained as postmaster after 1888 
until being replaced by Benjamin Brooks in 1891. But what 
of the other letters noted? Were they the initials of clerks? 
Who was the postmaster in the years 1884, 1885 and 1886?

Thus ends our report on the Barre letter cancels. 
Surely there are additional designs out there and we urge 
readers to check their holdings and records and report 
additional cancels, additional dates for the cancels listed here, 
or other pertinent information to the NEWS. Barre is one of 
the 19th century post offices deserving of thanks for providing 
material to enrich our collections.■
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Figure 21
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Royalton, Vermont Cancellation

An unusual cancellation from Royalton, Vermont 
was the subject of a brief article in the July 1952 issue of the 
U.S. Cancellation Quarterly by Wilbur W. Davis. Mr. Davis 
was a co-author of the 1949 book Boston Postmarks to 1890, 
which is still the standard reference book on the subject. The 
article is reproduced herewith:

CANCELLATION WITHIN THE TOWN MARK 
by Wilbur W. Davis

Here is an unusual type of cancellation, it 
being contained concentrically within the circu­
lar town mark. It is from Royalton, a small 
town in the East-Central part of Vermont. I 
have three items, each on a small piece of cover. 
Two of them cancel green stamps of the 1881 
issue and the third cancels a 2^ vermilion stamp 
of the |879 issue. In all cases the relation of 
the cancellation to the letters is identical, 
proving the: whole to be a stationary unit. In 
each case the marking is placed centrally on the 
stamp.

Figure 1 illustrates a cover bearing this marking 
together with an off-cover strike. The stamps are Scott Nos. 
206 and 183 respectively. Apparently the cover was initially 
canceled as though it contained a circular. (No postmark date 
was required on unsealed circular mail and a great many 
circular covers don’t show it.) It appears the post office 
subsequently noted it to be a letter, albeit to a local address, 
which then led to the regular CDS postmark.
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Figure 2 shows another example of a crossroads 
killer within a non-dated postmark on an off-cover Scott #206. 
The postmark reads “DEPOSIT/N.Y.”

Wood Carver’s Art

Cancellation collectors have been, since the 
beginning, fascinated by the many and varied designs carved 
by postmasters or their clerks in the pieces of soft wood or 
cork that were used to obliterate postage stamps. John W. Hill 
of the Waterbury, Connecticut post office is widely regarded 
as producing the ultimate in such carvings, particularly during 
the 1860s. But many other post offices were also noteworthy 
suppliers of the carver’s art.

In a number of cases on off-cover stamps, we don’t 
know where particular examples originated. One such item is 
illustrated in Figure 1. The stamp is a Scott #88. Readers who 
can identify the post office of origin or report additional 
examples are urged to do so. Your editor has been unable to 
locate any listing of this “broken heart” cancel, which 
possesses especially fine detailing in the arrow feathers.

Thanks to John Donnes for his excellent tracing. ■
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