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“X” Marks the.... Station

Figure 1 illustrates a New York cover postmarked 
June 30, 1896. It was mailed at Branch Station “X” 
(Westchester) as can be seen by the “X” at the bottom of the 
CDS and in the ellipse. This is a scarce marking in my 
experience. For one thing, this station initially operated only 
from January 1, 1896 to January 1, 1898 according to the Kay 
and Smith book. Also, I assume that canceling machines were 
installed in Branch stations in the mid-1890s and would have 
taken up the major canceling workload in Station “X” during 
the period in question. Readers are encouraged to report 
additional information on the subject.

BOOKS FOR SALE

U.S. Cancellations 1845-1869 by Skinner-Eno 
new/unused signed by Skinner - $48 postpaid 

The PAID Markings on the 3c U.S. Stamp of 1861 
by George Linn - unused, mint condition - $50 postpaid 

Jim Cate, 7354 McCormack Drive. Hixon, TN 37343
Phone: 423-842-6253; email: Jcate4@cs.com

Figure 1

Unattributed No Longer

Abe Boyarsky informs the NEWS that, in the 
Skinner-Eno book on cancellations, PO-Lh 8 can now be 
identified as to the town origin. This lyre or harp is from 
Hancock, Md and both the strike and the townmark are in 
blue. The cover was in the Matthew Bennett auction of Dec. 
2,2001 as lot 2381. It sold for $650.«

New Club Members
Michael Ewen, 1308 Avondale Way, Tallahasee, FL 32317
Bradley Baker, PO Box 44523, Indianapolis, IN 46244
Stephen Tedesco, PO Box 2109 Healdsburg, CA 95448
Christopher Masters, PO Box 607, Paris, TX 75461

For Sale: Cancellations, 3 cent 1861.
Please send $3.00 for 3 color and 3 black 
and white Xeroxes. Abe Boyarsky, PO 
Box 570, La Mirada, CA 90637-0570
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Putnam Cancels
by Roger D. Curran

We take up here the subject of Putnam, Connecticut 
cancels by presenting a listing in general chronological order 
collected from reports in Alexander,1 Skinner-Eno2 and Cole3 
together with such additional information as we have 
available. The covers are shown through the courtesy of 
Arthur Beane and we thank him for the support. There are 
undoubtedly many more cancels to be listed as well as a great 
deal of data to be accumulated on dates of use. It is hoped that 
readers will check their collections for Putnam cancel dates 
and new designs and report them to the NEWS.

Putnam’s love affair with fancy cancels began in the 
1850s. The top row of Figure 1 comes from Alexander and 
the bottom from Skinner-Eno. We assume the two 6-point 
stars and two pentagons represent the same cancels. Given the 
usage of the pentagon on 1857 issue stamps, it is surprising to 
note the Figure 2 cover docketed “Ans Api 9/65” which bears 
a sharp strike of the cancel. Or was this, in fact, a new cancel? 
I also have a record of a September 2?, 1866 example.

ST-6P 7 1857 ST-E 23 1857-61

An interesting question presents itself from a review 
of the five covers above. Were the killers duplexed to the 
Putnam town postmark? The answer certainly seems to be 
“no” in the case of the Figure 1 cover where the left-most 
point touches and even extends slightly into the townmark. 
What we need, generally speaking, are multiple examples to 
compare the distance between townmark and killer and look 
for other indicators of constancy from strike to strike.

Entering the decade of the 1870s we encounter a 
large “P” (Figure 5), which can be dated from the enclosure as 
March 13, 1870. A much smaller “P” is found on a May 13 
entire (U82) which is probably 1870 or 1871. Figure 6 
illustrates a simple geometric dated September 7 with “72” 
docketing. This killer is rather plain in appearance and we 
lack other Putnam covers to illustrate until Figure 8 dated 
October 18, 1879 with one exception which is Figure 7 dated 
May 26 (1875 from docketing). Since Figure 7 also is rather 
plain, one wonders if Putnam used what might be termed 
nondescript killers during the bulk of the 1870s.

The Figure 8 “US” in circle killer is well known and 
is shown with the Cole listing. This may be from a rubber­
faced handstamp.

A large circle of “arrowheads” appears as Figure 9. 
While the year date is undetermined it is assumed to be 1881 
or earlier because the stamp is a pre-reengraved issue. The 
early 1880s bring a spate of large “cut cork” killers. Figure 10 
illustrates two 1881 covers. Figure 11 shows 1882 cancels. 
Please note the remarkable straight-line townmark. It was 
struck in blue ink while the killer is black. Figure 12 is not 
dated but would likely be 1882 or 3 since the stamp is a re­
engraved issue.

Figure 2

The “U.S.” concept was reintroduced in 1882 (FigureFigure 1

Figure 3 shows Skinner-Eno listed Putnam cancels 
that were not noted before the 1860s and Figure 4 several 
covers bearing such cancels. From an enclosure, the “US” 
cover can be dated November 7, 1866.

13). Cole reports the August 23 killer from July-November 
17, 1882.

Figure 14 is from Cole. The “1875” postal card was 
current until replaced in late 1881. I have records of this 
cancel dated September 26 and November 2, 1882.
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ST-St 10

GE-R 53 1861

SD-G 11 1861 ST-E 29 1861 GE-T 19 1861 1861

GE-R 54 1861

Figure 3

fijjfl
PO-An 14 1861 PT-C 23 1861 PT-USM 1 1861

ND-M 161861 ND-M 15 1861, 1869 1861ND-M 12

Figure 4
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Figure 7
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Figure 10

Digitized by https://stampsmarter.org/



U.S. Cancellation Club NEWS, February 2002 18

Figure 11

Figure 12

9
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t
Figure 13

Putnam, Conn.

1875 P.C.

The Figure 15 townmark is a bit difficult to read but 
the last numeral in the year date is assumed to be a “3.” Three 
1883 killers and one undated killer, all from Cole, are shown 
in Figure 16.

Figure 17 presents an 1886 Cole-listed cancel. I have 
a record of what I believe to be the same cancel dated April 
14, 1883.

We’ll conclude with the introduction into the Putnam 
post office of Wesson “time on bottom” handstamps as 
illustrated in Figure 18. In a November 1992 La Posta update 
to a 1990 La Posta monograph on these handstamps, the 
Figure 18 killer is reported from December 9, 1883 to March 
28, 1896. The monograph also reports a leaf design killer 
duplexed to a Putnam “time on bottom” townmark dated 
September 22, 1883 and also one of the most interesting and 
unusual Banknote era cancel designs dated December 9, 1884. 
The Cole listing for this latter design is shown as Figure 19.

Figure 14
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GE-68 I-

Figure 16

Putnam, Conn.

Jan. 30,1883

GL-36 I-

Putnam, Conn.

Febuary 3,1883

Putnam, Conn.

September 24,1883

"TroweF
Putnam, Conn.

The Putnam post office produced a rich and extensive 
array of cancels over a considerable period of time. As 
indicated at the outset, we are eager to accumulate further data 
and solicit the assistance of readers.■

1 Alexander, Thomas J. U.S. Postal Markings 1851-61, U.S. 
Philatelic Classics Society, Columbus, Ohio (1979), various 
pages.
2

Skinner, Hubert C. and Eno, Amos, United States 
Cancellations 1845-1869, APS Handbook Series (1980), 
various pages.

3 Cole, James M. Cancellations and Killers of the Banknote 
Era 1870-1894, The U.S. Philatelic Classics Society, 
Columbus, Ohio (1995), various pages.

GE-175 I-

K
ML-111 HI

"Jehovah" in Hebrew 
Putnam, Conn

October 17, 1884

Figure 18

Putnam, Conn.

1886

Figure 19

Figure 17

SPECIALTY PAGES FOR CALENDAR DATE COLLECTORS

FEBRUARY C ZoukH I

lUQbDnC. \\ nnrintiu

8 !4 X 11 100 lb . White Cascade 
Deluxe Vellum Bristol Pages

Heavy Duty Plyex Reinforced Protectors

Suitable for 30-1851; 30-1861; 
etc., etc.,..............

Pages are so designed that they can be used 
for exhibition

SI 5.00 Abe Boyarsky P.O. Box 570 LaMirada, CA 90637-0570
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