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Hand-Carved Ellipses - Again

Ellipse cancels with horizontal or vertical bars, 
usually with a number or letter in the center and normally 
made of steel or brass, are the most commonly seen cancels in 
the 1880s. A fair number of small-town post offices created 
hand-carved versions in wood. In the May 2001 and August 
2002 issues of the NEWS we featured such examples and 
continue to do so here.

Figure 2 is postmarked December 30, 1887 from 
Wabash, Indiana with a cancel produced by a much more 
primitive carving. This ellipse apparently has a “1” in the 
center.

Figure 3 is postmarked August 22, 1887 from 
Nantucket, Massachusetts. Whether the center contains what 
is supposed to be a very large “1,” or just a canceling bar, is 
unknown. We illustrated this cancel in the May 2001 issue 
but didn’t know its origin. Our thanks to Arthur Beane who 
supplied the cover. ■

Figure 1 is a cover from South Butler, N.Y. with the 
Sc. 184 stamp canceled by an ellipse with a “B” in the center. 
(Is the “B” for Butler or perhaps the postmaster’s name?) The 
small double circle CDS dated June 23 is in blue ink.
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1852 Letter from Handstamp Supplier
-An Update

The May 2002 NEWS reproduced, through the 
courtesy of Tom Keesling, the text of an interesting 1852 
advertising letter from Rippon & Co. of New York City, a 
supplier of post office handstamps. Tom didn’t know the 
addressee but speculated that it was a postmaster located in 
east central Indiana or west central Ohio.

We have now heard further from Tom and his letter is 
herewith quoted in pertinent part:

“. . . I think I’ve solved a mystery—with 
some help from a couple of postal history 
collectors ...

If you’ll recall, the 1852 Rippon letter . . . 
published in May (page 28) was a mystery 
as far as the addressee was concerned. I 
found it in an 1850 envelope where it clearly 
didn’t belong. That envelope and a few 
others in Dad’s small collection were 
addressed to Mr./Dr./Capt. R. W. Hamilton. 
Robert Hamilton was a physician who 
practiced in Hillsborough and White Water 
in Wayne County Indiana before moving his 

practice a few miles north to Lynn in 
Randolph County in the 1850s.

A postal history collector, whose name I 
have regrettably misplaced, recently pointed 
out that one of the folded stampless letters 
addressed to Dr. Hamilton at White Water 
had “PM” below his name. I brought this 
information to the attention of Roy Weber, 
who now owns the Ripon letter. Roy found 
that according to . .. the 1851 Table of Post 
Offices in the United States Robert W. 
Hamilton was the PM from White Water, 
Wayne Co, Indiana.”

So, given the small size of Dad’s postal 
history collection and given that Dr. 
Hamilton was the postmaster in White 
Water in 1851, and given that the Rippon 
letter was dated 1852, I believe it is highly 
likely that Dr. Hamilton was the recipient of 
the letter from Rippon & Co. At least as far 
as I’m concerned, the mystery is as close to 
being solved as it’s ever going to be.”

Thanks to Tom for this additional information.■

Pinckney, Michigan

We have taken up the subject of letter cancels in 
several issues of the NEWS, usually as they involve letters not 
commonly encountered. Figure 1, shown through the courtesy 
of Arthur Beane, illustrates a reasonably common letter, but 
what an unusual and pleasing design! The CDS and 
unduplexed killer as well as the Chicago carrier marking are in 
blue. Regrettably, even though it is a beautiful strike of the 
killer, it doesn’t show up well against the dark background in 
the halftone illustration. Thanks to John Donnes for his 
excellent tracings.^

Figure 1
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Philadelphia Registered Markings, 1876-1878

by Norman Shachat

The fancy purple datestamp struck by the 
Philadelphia Post Office from approximately mid-1877 to 
mid-1878 on the back of registered letters (November 
2002 NEWS, p. 55) is not the only interesting postmark on 
such covers. On the front, one normally finds a 27-mm. 
circular registered postmark in black with a significant 
dent in the circle.

The earliest example that 1 have with this dented 
marking is dated May 27, 1876, well before Philadelphia 
began using the fancy purple backstamp. The double rate 
registered letter is shown in Figure 1. It only contains the 
following manuscript notations on the back:

“From John F. School
3011 Spring Garden St. and “Enclosed letter receipt May 30 / 76

West Phila Pa ” WWD.”

The other three examples in my collection are 
dated Oct. 8, 1877 (Figure 2), Oct. 24, 1877 (Figure 3) 
and April 5, 1878 (Figure 4). All contain the fancy purple 
datestamp on the back, across the flap. The backstamp on 
the Oct. 24 cover is illustrated in Figure 3a.

Because the fancy purple backstamp was used 
for only about a one year period, whenever I see an 
1870’s vintage Philadelphia registered cover with the 
dented registered marking, I instinctively turn it over 
hoping to find the fancy marking. ■

Figure 3a

Figure 1

Figure 3

Figure 4

NEW BOOK AVAILABLE

“Cancellations Found on 19th 
Century U.S. Stamps”

by Kenneth A. Whitfield

6,000+ tracings

$40 postpaid 
(payable to USCC)

Order from: USCC, 20 University Ave. 
Lewisburg, PA 17837

See announcement on page 54 
of November 2002 NEWS

Figure 2
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British Mechanical Handstamp

According to official records, a British mechanical 
handstamp was sent in March 1874 to the Post Office 
Department in Washington, D.C. for testing. A proof 
impression from it is shown as Figure 1. There is no evidence 
this device was ever used in the Washington, D.C. post office. 
But there are three markings from other U.S. post offices that 
machine cancel specialists think may be impressions from this 
British stamper.

Figure 1

Before we delve into these markings, however, a few 
words should be said about the two British mechanical 
handstamps of the day. The first was introduced in March 
1858 and the second in November 1866. They are not 
considered to be machines because they had no feed 
mechanism. What they did have was a self-inking apparatus 
wherein ink rollers swept across the canceling dies as they 
were raised from the letters being marked. The earliest 
version was a table-mounted model. It was used in a number 
of British post offices and has been referred to as a “parallel 
motion” device. The second version, and this is the stamper 
assumed to have been sent to Washington, D.C. in 1874, was 
simpler and made to be attached to the wall or other vertical 
surface behind the stamping table. It has been termed a 
“pivot” device because it would swing out from the wall and 
move down to the letter being marked and back up. All this 
movement was, of course, under the control of the stamping 
clerk. Both versions were developed by Pearson Hill, son of 
Rowland Hill who in 1840 spearheaded the introduction of the 
Penny Black and Two-penny Blue postage stamps.

The earliest U.S. cancel to fall under suspicion of 
being a product of a “pivot”stamper is shown in Figure 2. Bob 
Payne has recorded usages from September 10, 1874 through 
November 9, 1874. The killer is quite similar to a design used 
in British killers, albeit a design used in the earlier “parallel 
motion” stamper. (See Figure 3.) Does this mean that the

Figure 2 Figure 3

New York marking was likely produced by a “parallel 
motion” stamper? After all, one of those devices was sent to 
Washington for testing in 1861. Conceivable but not at all 
probable. The “pivot” stamper had replaced the “parallel 
motion” stamper in British post offices and logically would 
have been the stamper of interest to U.S. postal officials in 
1874. Also, the fact that uses of the New York “12” occurred 
only six months after receipt in the U.S. strongly implies the 
testing of a just-received model, rather than one on hand for

Figure 4

13 years. Figure 4, on piece, is a variation of the Figure 2 
duplex in that the “12” in grid is replaced by a circle of 
wedges. This is the only reported example. An 1876 U.S. 
cover to France bears a strike in red ink of the New York CDS 
(without an accompanying cancel) as a transit marking. (See 
Winter 1997 NEWS.)

The other two likely candidates are shown in Figure 
5. The earliest date recorded by Bob Payne for the Chelsea

Figure 5

Station “7” is October 19, 1881. Figure 6 illustrates a cover 
bearing the latest date so far recorded, February 11, 1891. The 
Boston “C” is scarce, used to a limited extent in 1880 and 
1881. The reason the Chelsea Station and Boston cancels 
were identified was because the vertical sidebars to the left 
and right of the “7” and “C” are of British - and not U.S. - 
style.

Wilbur Davis, co-author of Boston Postmarks to 
1890, provided the Figure 5 tracings in an October 1952 U.S. 
Cancellation Club Quarterly article. He made some 
interesting remarks about the two cancels that are worth 
repeating here:

“The cancellation with the figure 7 
is common. It is from the city of Chelsea, 
Mass. I have it on all the issues beginning 
with 1875 and running into 1890. The 7 
denotes the station number. Chelsea is a 
station of the Boston Postal District, 
although it is not, nor never was, a part of 
the City of Boston. One noticeable feature 
is that the cancellation with its town mark is 
generally sharp and clear and well placed on 
the cover. It is very attractive.

The cancellation with the letter C is 
uncommon. I have been able to find, over a 
period of years, but six copies, including 
two on cover. They are all on the 20 
vermilion soft paper issue of 1879. 
Apparently this cancellation was used only 
for local mail 20 rate. It was used only at 
the Boston main post office.”
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Figure 6

Perhaps the reference to “1875” above is a typographical error 
with “1879” intended.

Thanks are extended to Bob Payne for his very 
helpful review of this article while in draft. Reader comments 
and additional information will be welcomed.■

More on “Psychedelic” Cancel

In the May and August 2002 issues of the NEWS we 
discussed an unusual concentric circles cancel. It has a bit of a 
psychedelic look due to how the individual rings vary in width 
as they go around. At the outset we didn’t know the origin 
but, after the May issue appeared, Dick Nunge and Allan 
Schefer reported covers bearing this cancel in blue ink from 
Meridian, N.Y. Allan’s example can be year dated as 1862 
based on an enclosure. Dick stated that he had seen this

cancel in black from Meridian and believed it was also used 
by other post offices. Through the courtesy of Vic 
Reichenbach we are now able to show in Figure 1 a cover 
bearing the cancel in black ink from Allegheny, Pennsylvania. 
Docketing on the back states “Rec’d Oct. 25th 63.” Who can 
report uses from other post offices?«

Figure 1
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Odd “11” Killers

by Roger D. Curran

Figure 1 illustrates a card in the collection of John 
Donnes postmarked at Liberty Falls, N.Y. with a date of 
November 17, 1887. I’ll describe the ink as a lightish black 
with a slightly brown cast touched by a suggestion of magenta. 
(Everyone have a clear picture of that?!?) John’s description 
of “light violet” is probably better. What’s particularly 
interesting is the “11” in four circles killer which looks very 
much like the “11” in a set of killers used by Philadelphia in 
1879-1880. John has compared the Liberty Falls “11” to that 
of Philadelphia and reports it to be “. . . very close in size to 
the Philadelphia ‘11’ four ring killer with differences mainly 
in the spacing and thickness of the numerals.” He consulted 
Post Offices in the United States in 1890, copyrighted 1973 by 
John D. Bennett, and Liberty Falls was reported to have a 
population of 100. Hardly a need for eleven handstamps in 
that post office.

It appears that the Philadelphia “11” simply provided 
inspiration for the Liberty Falls “11.” However, it looks to 
have been made not of steel, as would be needed for the heavy 
workload in Philadelphia, but of rubber. The CDS appears to 
bow out slightly on the left, implying a slightly pliable 
material. The ink color possessing slight coloration is 
suggestive of rubber. And it is reasonable that a small post 
office would purchase the least expensive handstamp which 
would be rubber. The Liberty Falls marker was probably a 
duplex handstamp but that is not altogether clear. Further 
examples are needed to confirm this. Readers are encouraged 
to report any examples in their collections.

Another unusual “11” killer is from Martin’s Ferry, 
Ohio, shown here as Figure 2. Martin’s Ferry was probably 
larger than Liberty Falls in 1887 since by the late 1960s it 
registered a population of about 12,000. Surely, however, the 
Martins Ferry post office didn’t need eleven stamping clerks 
in 1887. But rather than copy a killer that was used to identify

Figure 2
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Figure 3

a particular stamping clerk, in this case we likely have a 
takeoff on a machine cancel. Such cancels are often referred 
to as “pseudo-machine” cancels of which there are a 
considerable number. By 1887, canceling machines produced 
by the American Postal Machines Co. had been processing 
mail routinely in the Boston post office for two years and in 
1886 introduced cancel dies with the machine number placed 
within the killer bars. Numbers “1” through “7” were used in 
1886 and an example of a “1” is shown in Figure 3.

Comments and additional information will be 
welcomed.^

Private Enterprise at Work

A business correspondence that has provided covers 
enhancing many 19th century postal history collections is that 

of Messrs. C.E. Hartung & Co., located in New York City. A 
fortuitous aspect of this company’s business practice was the 
use of a dated company handstamp on the front of incoming 
covers. These receipt markings have enabled the year dating 
of numerous covers.

Figure 1 is a cover originating in Coming, N.Y. and 
addressed to Hartung. A partial strike of the company 
handstamp can be seen a little below and to the left of the 
Coming CDS. There is, however, a second strike of this 
handstamp that makes the cover unusual. The 30 green stamp, 
for whatever reason, escaped cancellation in the Coming post 
office and the Hartung clerk, noting the omission, applied a 
cancellation with his handstamp.

We can tell from the company handstamp that this 
June 29 cover was posted in 1874.

Figure 1
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A Newly Reported Palmer and Clark Cancellation

There is a rare cancellation noted used in the mid- 
18708 attributed to a machine developed by Timothy G. 
Palmer of Schultzville, N.Y. and Dr. Henry F. Clark of 
Poughkeepsie, N.Y. A March 30, 1876 letter on file at the 
Post Office Library in Washington, D.C. from the Postmaster 
General to Mr. Palmer authorizes Mr. Palmer to supply the 
Post Office Department:

. . ten postmarking, stamping and cancel 
printing machines of the same kind as the 
one exhibited in this Department on the 29th 
(March) inst., but of perfect mechanical 
construction and with such improvements as 
may suggest themselves ...”

Palmer was to be paid $100 for each machine. They were to 
be shipped as follows:

New York 2 machines Albany 1 machine
Boston 2 Cleveland 1
Philadelphia 2 Washington 1

82

(11/22/76-1/2/77), Albany (1/10/77-1/17/77) and 
Poughkeepsie (9/30/76, 1/30/77-3/27/77). A Washington 
example is shown as Figure 1. It is interesting to note that 
Poughkeepsie was not designated to receive a machine but it 
was the town of Mr. Clark’s residence.

Through the courtesy of Patricia Walker we are able 
to report a Palmer and Clark cancellation from Baltimore, 
Maryland, shown here as Figure 2.

It is clear from available covers that the Palmer and 
Clark machine never did realize the expectations of its 
inventors or the PMG. Indeed, in looking over the dates of the 
recorded covers, it appears that one machine may have had a 
very brief test first in Poughkeepsie and then shipped 
successively to Washington, Albany and Poughkeepsie. 
While at Washington, it would have been taken to nearby 
Baltimore and tested.

The background information for this article comes 
from Volume 1 of Bob Payne’s An Exhibit of Classic Machine 
Cancels 1871-1891 and we thank him for permission to use it.

Figure 2
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A Remarkable Cover

Figure 1 illustrates a cover bearing three strikes of a 
rare and noteworthy cancellation from Washoe City, Nevada. 
For many years this cover was in the collection of Abe 
Boyarsky. The cancel appears on page 102 of the Skinner- 
Eno book and is listed as ST-C 13. The book also illustrates a 
cover with this cancel and it, too, is also addressed to W.E. 
Elliott Esq. of Stockton, California. Please note the “MAY/7” 
marking just to the left of the stamps on the Figure 1 cover. 
On the Skinner-Eno cover, which is postmarked April 8, there 
is a similar “APR/12” marking. Are these possibly early 
examples of “receipt” markings?^

From the Sublime to the ...

This small piece postmarked in 1882 from 
Whitesboro, California presents a startling contrast. The 
ornamental CDS, which is struck very clearly in a bright 
purple ink, shows fine detailing around and to the right of the 
buckle. The stamp cancellation, however, is a shapeless and 
poorly struck blob in black ink. The postmaster apparently 
made the most of a good thing - carefully applying his 
artistically designed postmarker — and gave the back of his
hand to the application of the simple cork killer.B

S^AMPSHOW 2003 in Columbus, Ohio

The APS is currently accepting exhibit applications 
and seminar requests for APS STAMPSHOW 2003 which will 
run from August 7-10, 2003 at the Columbus Convention 
Cento-.

The largest annual philatelic event will include more 
than 150 dealers, nearly 15,000 pages of exhibits, U.S. and 
foreign first day ceremonies, 125 Society meetings and 
seminars, a cachetmakers bourse, and at least one auction. 
Admission will be free.

Visit http://www.stamps.org/Stampshow/intro.htm 
for the latest information on the show. Also on the website, 
individuals may register for the show, sign up for a monthly e- 
mail bulletin, or volunteer to help. If you do not have access 
to the web, the APS can be reached at PO Box 8000, State 
College, PA 16803-8000, telephone 814-237-3803 ext 218, 
fax 814-237-6128. E-mail queries may be sent to 
stampshow@stamps.org.

New Club Members
Robert Buckler, 2 W. Hamilton Pl., Jersey City, NJ 07302 
Thomas Clarke, Box 290145, Davie, FL 33329-0145 
David Coleman, PO Box 4813, El Dorado Hills, CA 

95762-0024
Marshall Doyle, 12514 Boheme Dr., Houston, TX 77024 
William Doyle, 29 Golf Terrace, #107, Winter Springs, FL 

32708
Dan Fellows, 529 Eisenhower Ave., Janesville, WI 53545
Merton Fulweiler, 256 N. Campbell Rd., Apt. D, Oshkosh, 

WI 54902-4002
Joseph Harowitz, 7210 Newport Ave., Apt. 4, Norfolk, VA 

23505-3914
John Hayes, 5467 Rattlesnake Hammock Rd., Unit C-205, 

Naples, FL 34113
Jeffrey Hayward, 163 Baden PL, Staten Island, NY 10306 
Keith Lichtman, 37, Indale Ave., Staten Island, NY 10309 
Theodore Lockyear, PO Box 3515, Evansville, IN 47734 
Owen Merton, Jr., 1832 Chattahoochee Circle, Roswell, GA 

30075
Jack Rabin, 2103 Fairway Lane, Harrisburg, PA 17112 
Stan Raugh, 4217 8th Ave., Temple, PA 19560-1805 
William Robinson, Rt. 5, Box 93, Pikeville, TN 37367-9026 
Gerald Shaw, 7 Greenwood Circle, East Lyme, CT 06333 
Harry Straus, Jr., 4880 E. Placita Tresvidas, Tucson, AZ, 

85718
Charles Wood, 244 W, Breckenridge, Ferendael, MI 48220 
Jame Zimmer, 745 Trio Ct., Cincinnati, OH 45238
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