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Figure 13

Figure 14

Figure 15 
holes. The bottom cover shows the due stamps canceled by a 
3 'A mm. single hole punch applied three times to each stamp. 
Another cover in Mr. Selengut’s collection addressed to 
Westerly shows a due stamp canceled by two 3'Amm holes.

Through the courtesy of Club member and dealer 
Bill Steams, a cover in his stock addressed to Westerly 
bearing due stamps canceled by a “cross” ticket punch is 
shown as Figure 19. The cover has a 1998 PF certificate.

Figure 20 illustrates a square punch. Such a cancel 
has been reported used in 1882 from Farmington, Maine.1

The cancels applied by the Boston post office to large 
numeral postage due stamps have been the source of 
discussion and some disagreement as to whether or not they 
are precancels. The 1976 American Philatelic Congress Book 
carried an article by Morrison Waud entitled “Postage Due in 
the United States to 1894.” In it Mr. Waud stated “Precancels 
on postage dues generally emanated from the larger cities ...” 
and he identified six cities, including Boston, as the primary 
sources. He illustrated, as precancels, a cover with a red 
Boston “propeller” and another with a “Bow and Arrow” 
which was actually, I believe, an incomplete “X” in a box. 
(See Figure 21.) Warren Bower presented a different view in
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Figure 16

Figure 17

an article in the May 1876 issue of The United States 
Specialist entitled “Cancels Used at Boston on Bank Note Era 
Postage Due stamps.” On page 212 he reported the following 
observations:

With only a few exceptions, these 
Boston postage due cancels used from 1879- 
1894 were largely a sequence of various 
fancy “X’s” in red or black ink. They were 
used only to cancel postage due stamps, not 
postage. Some precancel collectors consider 
many varieties to be precancels of Boston, 
but upon study these items appear to be neat 
“on-the-nose” post cancels. A collection of 
sufficient covers shows many of the dues 
tied to cover and/or their canceling ink 
smeared on the envelopes.

Tracings of several of these cancels are shown in Figure 22. 
Years later, George Arfken briefly restated Bower’s view and 
discussed several covers including one where a large red 
propeller reported by R. Malcom Hooper comes to the edge of 
the stamp but not onto the cover, suggesting a precancel.2

In the 2004 book Silent Precancels published by the 
Precancel Stamp Society, David Smith lists only the cross in a 
circle cancel as a precancel on large numeral dues but, under 
the Boston heading, also made the following comments.

“Several other cancels were used 
on Postage Dues. Some were used 
provisionally as precancels. Most are well 
centered post cancels. Additional listings 
will be made if new information becomes 
available.”
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Figure 19

Figure 20
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Figure 21

Figure 22

Just here we believe it worthwhile to mention a few 
words about “provisional” precancels as the term is used by 
precancel collectors. Generally speaking, a provisional 
precancel, as opposed to a traditional precancel, is applied by 
a device that was also used to post cancel stamps. Therefore, 
one would not be able to determine that an off-cover stamp 
bearing this cancel was precanceled. Figures 10, 11 and 12 
above are examples of “provisional” precancels and 
provisionals are typically not listed in precancel catalogs. 
Thanks to Mr. Selengut for drawing our attention to this 

subject.
(Tobe continued)

1 Smith, David W. Silent Precancels Precancel Stamp Society 
(2004), p. 51.

2 Arfken, George B. Postage Due the United States Large 
Numeral Postage Due Stamps 1879-1894 Collector’s Club of 
Chicago (1991), p. 195.

Double Circle Postmark

by Roger D. Curran

In the February 1986 Chronicle, Richard Graham 
discussed a well-known “Government Issue” handstamp that 
he reports was introduced in 1859. An example is shown in 
Figure 1. The diameter of the outer circle is approximately 25 
mm. Later examples were slightly larger. It is seen from a 
number of post offices and a single strike was often used both 
to postmark the letter and cancel the postage stamp, at least 
until the POD issued a regulation in 1860 banning the practice 
and requiring a separate obliterator.

As is generally the case with markings that were 
widely used or possess some other noteworthy aspect, postal 
history students find it of interest to explore dates of use. 
Early uses of these double oval postmarks are usually 
associated with Mobile, Alabama. Indeed, Mr. Graham 
reported in the 1986 article that he had seen “a few late 1859

Figure 1

uses from Mobile” and went on to say that he suspected ”at 
least a few other cities used the small double circles as early as 
1859 . . We illustrate in Figure 2 an off-cover Sc 35 
bearing a Mobile double circle dated “NOV/3/1859.” A 
tracing by John Donnes is included. While the last two 
numerals in the year date are not clearly struck, John and I are 
confident that they are indeed the numerals “5” and “9.”

New Orleans was another early user of this double 
circle postmark. A cover (outer folded letter sheet only) from 
New Orleans postmarked on what must surely be October 21, 
1859 is shown in Figure 3 along with a John Donnes tracing.
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Figure 2

issuing in 1863 larger double circle postmarks (about 29 mm 
generally) duplexed to a concentric circles killer.

How late these small double circles were used is also 
an interesting question. We’ll offer one late usage shown 
herewith as Figure 4. The postmark reads 
“SHIMERSVILLE/PA” with “11/27” written in the middle. 
The several references I have checked all list the post office

Figure 3

The “5” in the year date of this strike is unmistakable but the 
“9” is not clear and, with the inking on the left side, it could 
well be interpreted as an “8.” Indeed, we note in The Great 
Mail by Huber and Wagner, a book devoted to New Orleans 
postal history, this New Orleans postmark is reported used 
beginning in 1858.' Perhaps the “9” slug extended slightly 
more from the slot for the year date than did the other numeral 
slugs and hence picked up and deposited more ink leading to 
the distorted appearance. Long time New Orleans postal 
history student Erin Gunter reports the earliest use of this New 
Orleans double oval in his collection to be dated September 
16, 1859. Incidentally, references to these postmarks as 
“small double circles” are due to the fact that the POD began 

name as “Shimerville.” This includes the 1878 and 1884 
Postal Guide. The sender of the card, interestingly, was a 
person names Shimer. The Shimerville post office operated 
from 1854 to 1935.

Readers who can add to the above are encouraged to 
do so. We are eager to learn of any earlier dates for Mobile 
and New Orleans than those mentioned, of additional post 
offices that used these double circles in 1859, and of other 
examples of late usages.■

Figure 4

1 Leonard V. Huber and Clarence A. Wagner The Great Mail 
APS, State College, Pa. (1949), pp. 160 and 194.
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Figure 1

Figure 4

More on “IXL”

The November 2002 NEWS, page 58, reported on 
two cancels that incorporated the letters “IXL” in the design, 
one from Chicago and the other from Mineral Point, 
Wisconsin. We mentioned that the Mineral Point example 
was interpreted by Kenneth Whitfield as “I excel.” It was of 
considerable interest, therefore, to note on page 35 of an April 
2004 “Massachusetts Illustrated” listing of covers, distributed 
by Amberman Postal History, a portion of the cover that is 
reproduced here as Figure 1. Please note the top line on the 
cover. We can quickly interpret an “I excel” meaning but 
what about the illustration to the right of the “L”? Your editor 
submits that it is an awl - a pointed tool for making holes in 
wood; leather, or the like. Perhaps a more familiar image 
would have the point straight as in Figure 2 but we assume the

Figure 1 image is an awl nonetheless. If so, we could read the 
expanded phrase as “I excel all” meaning I surpass, exceed, or 
outdo the others. Perhaps the “I excel” phrase was a popular 
and fairly common one in the latter half of the 19th century.

Information for this article was gathered from the 
American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language 
(1970).■

Members Who Were Left Off the Recent Roster

Claghom, William, 253 Essex Way, Benecia CA 94510, 
NYFM, claghom@crl.com

Crowley, John, 7758 Strathmore Rd., Dublin, OH 43016, 19th
C. upstate NY, RPOs and Rec'd. cancels

Curran, Roger, 20 University Ave., Lewisburg, PA 17837, 19th
C. cancels, esp. NYC, Boston, ellipses, rating numerals, 
rdcnrc@evenlink.com

Edmondson, Steve, PO Box 871, Shelton, WA 98584, TN 
machines and PH, tenac@hctc.com

Jatho, Jr., Edgar, 1513 Michigan Ave., Kenner, LA 70062, 
US, German, Ryukus

Manson, Walter, 10441 North Bay Rd., Sister Bay, WI 54234, 
US postal cards

Naas, David, 31 Sierra Oaks Dr., Sugarland, TX 77479, Large
BNs, mage346@yahoo.com

Skinner, Hubert, PO Box 4097, New Orleans, LA 70178, FC, 
PH, US classics

Tedesco, Stephen, PO Box 2109, Healdsburg, CA 95448, US 
essays, proofs, Latin and South Amer., nbstamp@sonic.net

Todaro, Nick, PO Box 193, Oswego, NY, 13126, FC 
including Oswego, NY
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Fort Wayne Faces

Jim Kesterson submits the nice cover shown in 
Figure 1 bearing two strikes of a hand-carved face cancel from 
Fort Wayne, Indiana. The cover is dated April 3 (1869) and 
the cancel is listed as PH-M4 (Figure 2) in the Skinner-Eno 
book. Next to this tracing, Skinner and Eno show a similar 
cancel, illustrated here as Figure 3.

Are they two strikes of the same cancel? We note 
that Jim’s cover is dated 1869 and the Figure 3 cancel was 
reported on the 1861 issue. We also note that this intricate 
cancel was probably from a cork killer that broke down 
quickly. These points argue in favor of the cancels being 
different.

Along with the Figure 1 cover Jim also submitted a 
July 8 Fort Wayne cover (Figure 4) docketed July 7, 1869. It 
shows a face cancel that he refers to as the “peek-a-boo” 
version. He describes it thusly:

PH-M 4 1867
Fort Wayne, 

Indiana

Figure 2

same as PH-M 4 (?)

PH-M 3 1861
Fort Wayne, 

Indiana

Figure 3

“It appears to be unfinished on the left side, 
has a thin long line for mouth and the eye is 
formed like a crescent moon and star.”

Who can report additional Fort Wayne face cancels of the 
period or more information about those discussed above.■
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Figure 1

New York Whimsy

The cover in Figure 1 was mailed locally. On the 
front is a grilled Black Jack canceled by a nondescript blue 
killer which was apparently duplexed to a blue “NEW YORK 
CITY /G/ RECEIVED” postmark dated January 29, 9AM. 
The “G” indicates Station G. On the back we see the same 
style postmark, struck this time in red ink, except for the “B” 
instead of “G.” The remarkable aspect is the duplexed killer 
which is a bee for “B”! What a delightful flight-of-fancy by 
someone at Station B.

In the March 1968 NEWS, Arthur Bond illustrated the 
tracing shown here as Figure 2 which was taken from a 
December 1869 cover. He stated his belief that New York

Figure 2 Figure 3
station letters as killers were first used in 1863 when free 
delivery started. They were duplexed to some of the city

ONE DOZEN , 
ESTERBROOK'S 

SUPERIOR AHO BELECTEI

•STEEL pens
-Assorted styles

4 FOR BUSINESS USEF 

delivery handstamps reading “N.Y. City” with the station 
letter below (Figure 3).»

Pen Cancel

The cover illustrated in Figure 1 took your editor 
back to his childhood. Before the advent of ballpoint pens, 
fountain pens were the norm with their reservoirs of ink 
precluding the need for frequent dipping of the points of the 
earlier steel pens such as advertised in the comer card. The 
most characteristic ink color of fountain pens and of steel pens 
(at least in later years as we can recall) ranged from blue black 
to medium blue.

We were struck, therefore, to see such an ink color in 
the Figure 1 manuscript postmark and cancel. And the 
shaping of the lines that form the letters and numbers in the 
postmark is very reminiscent of what those split nibs 
produced. One can almost hear the slight scratching sound 
that would have been present as the point moved across the 
paper. Was the Mica postmaster trying out (or showing off) 
his new Esterbrook steel pen or was it his regular marker? 
Mica, incidentally, was listed in the 1884 Postal Guide as 
located Pickens County, Georgia. ■

Stationers <£ Printers, 
ALEXANDRIA, VA.
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WAITED
U.S. & Foreign Covers

We will pay you extremely generous prices 
for old American letters, correspondences, 
diaries, journals, documents and manuscripts. 
We especially seek 19th century or earlier, but 
will consider anything pre-1945, including 
WW1, WW1I soldier's correspondences. These 
needn't be for famous people, just interesting 
content. We also buy autographs. Free 
appraisals, quick decision, instant payment! schmitt
We pay all postage costs.

TOP PRICES PAID!
Visit our website: www.fredschmitt.com

Figure 1, dated November 22 (1880), from the collection of 
John Donnes. Figure 2 shows a tracing of the full design 
(Whitfield 6942). Especially off cover, it is very easy to 
overlook the fact that there is a numeral in the design, which 
brings us to the matter of what numeral it is. Surely in Figure 
1 it is “9,” but most examples your editor has seen — and they 
are admittedly off cover - appear, by virtue of their 
orientation, to be “6”. Perhaps we have both “6s” and “9s.” 
And there is also the question of how many different carvings 
there were. Figure 3 shows four strikes and the carving on the 
left clearly differs from the others. There are some differences

Figure 2

Member: Manuscript Society,
Since 1953

Schmitt
ASDA, APS, PTS (London), 
CSDA (Canada)

Investors Ltd.
International Postal Histoiy Specialists Since 1953

P.O. Box 67 ■ Woodburv NY 11797 USA
Phone: (631) 367-4030 (24 hours) -(631) 385-8961

Fax:(631)425-0460
E-Mail: fred@fredschmitt.com

Figure 3Obscured Numeral

Killers containing hand carved numerals are seen 
with some frequency on stamps of the Banknote era, 
especially those prior to the 1881 re-engraved stamps. This 
was due largely to the New York Post Office which used such 
cancels on out-of-town mail from 1872 to 1876. No other post 
office remotely equaled New York’s output but a substantial 
number produced one or more examples.

A leading contributor was the Worcester, Mass, post 
office and one of the most interesting designs is shown in

among the remaining three but it is hard to tell if they result 
from different carvings. Readers who can provide further 
information are encouraged to do so.«

Figure 1
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