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located because that would defeat what 
I assume to be the whole purpose of 
having a separate university post office - 
convenient location on campus.

Presented in Figures 4 and 5 are 
two cancels that may 
or may not be related 
to that in Figure 2. The 
blue cancel in Figure 
4 is listed in Cole 
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(YD-128) but not attributed. Figure 5 is in a 
brownish red ink. Cole lists 
a similar cancel (Figure 6), 
attributed to Charlottesville, 
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Figure 6.

but doesn’t report 
it in red ink. 
However, the UVA 
post office is known 
to have used red pigUre 5, 
ink as a canceler on
1879 issue stamps - see Cole STU-50 
on page 110. Were the Figures 4 and 
5 cancels used at either the UVA or 
Charlottesville post offices? I think it 
is plausible, perhaps even likely. The 
Figure 2, 4 and 5 cancels all involve 
hand-carved ellipse designs, with year 
dates in the center, struck in colored 

jinks. Readers who can supply additional information about these 
Cancels or about the canceling practices at the two post offices in 
question are urged to contact the NEWS.

Noted in Passing

A couple of cancel sitings are reported herewith. Edward 
Willard made a decades-long study of cancels found on the Sc 210 
stamp and his book on the subject devoted an extensive section 
to ellipse cancels. He would have been the first to acknowledge 
that such a work, covering a very common stamp, would never 
achieve completeness and new reports have been coming in ever
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since the book’s publication in 
1970. Figure 1 shows a new 
report from Greenfield, MO 
with a rather delicate “G” in the 
ellipse center.
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Figure 2.
circles cancels with a 
number or letter in the 
center were very commonly 
used in the 1870s and 
80s but some examples 
are decidedly uncommon. Figure 2 shows an unlisted “D” in
four circles. No year date is present but the stamp is a National 
printing. Danville, NH is a DPO that operated from 1836-1927.

Thanks to John Donnes for the two tracings.
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Unlisted Precancel

Figure 1 shows an unlisted precancel which is apparently 
from Lowell, MA, judging from the bottom right portion of the 
comer card. Perhaps the portion of the cancel appearing on the 
stamp is part of a “LOWELL” marking but that is not clear. 
The marking is odd because it is so large. Can readers report 
additional examples, on or off cover, so that we might begin to 
reconstruct the design of the full marking?

Figure 1.

More on an “Odd” Practice

The February 2009 NEWS carried an article on four 
postal cards that were postmarked at Brockport, NY during 
the June-September 1883 period. The duplexed postmarks 
were struck upside down and, in one case, placed on the back. 
Additionally, the indicium on each card was canceled separately 
in a different ink. What was going on here?

The answer, I’m quite sure, has been provided by Alex 
Gundel. He concluded that the Brockport postmarks do not 
identify where the cards entered the mails but rather are received 
markings. One supposes that they were put on the front initially 
so as to not obliterate the message but then, later, the postmaster 
concluded that placing it on the back wouldn’t do that, so he put the 
September 1 marking on the back where, in the case of envelopes, 
such markings were normally located. Your editor had assumed 
that the cards were mailed at Brockport to a local addressee. But 
looking now at how they are addressed, with “N.Y.” cited in each 
case and the county name given in two instances, it is apparent 
that these cards were not locally addressed. Since the February 
article, the image of a partial cover has been noted with the same 
Brockport CDS and star duplex (dated August 10, 1883). The 
star struck a 30 green and there is no evidence of any other cancel 
on the stamp.

There is now, of course, a new mystery and that is why 
the originating post office, whatever one it was, didn’t postmark 
the cards as well as cancel them. Did the postmaster somehow 
think that postal cards didn’t require postmarking?

Many thanks to Alex for his explanation of an odd
appearing situation.
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Closed Album - Hubert Skinner

Outstanding philatelist Hubert C. Skinner died 
February 26 at age 79. His accomplishments, recognitions 
and volunteer activities are legion. Hubert served as APS vice 
president from 1973-1977, as APRL trustee for more than 30 
years and as associate editor and senior editor for Volumes I 
and II respectively of the American Stampless Cover Catalog. 
He was an APS-accredited judge and a successful exhibitor 
who received gold and large gold medals in national and 
international competition. He was the recipient of awards 
from the Confederate Stamp Alliance and American Philatelic 
Congress and was presented the APS John N. Luff award for 
distinguished philatelic research in 1994. He was named in 
1997 to the APS Writers Unit 30 Hall of Fame.

Hubert’s interests centered on 19th century U.S. and 
Confederate stamps and postal history with particular attention 
to New Orleans and New York City. He maintained a broad and 
passionate interest in cancellations, recalling in the preface of 
the landmark book he co-authored with Amos Eno, United States 
Cancellations 1845-1869, that he was introduced to fancy cancels 
in early 1957 by Raymond H. Weil and thereupon began his own 
collection. The Skinner-Eno book, published in 1980, established 
the standard by which future compilations of cancellations will be 
judged for years to come. It remains today the primary reference 
for cancels found on early U.S. stamps through the 1869 issue 
and has contributed greatly to knowledge about and interest in 
this collecting field. In recent years Hubert served as section 
editor for the 1851-1861 period for the Chronicle, journal of 
the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society, and he presented numerous 
articles on a range of postal history subjects with considerable 
emphasis on cancellations.

The contributions and enthusiasm of Hubert Skinner as 
a student and collector will long be remembered.
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Help Our Club Grow

Please notify us of the names and addresses of philatelic 
acquaintances who are not USCC members but who you think 
might be interested. We’ll send them a completely no
obligation sample of the NEWS plus a flyer outlining 
membership benefits.

Thanks!!
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