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from the sender on the reverse of the postal card states “I forgot to tell you in my last letter that I expected you over 
tomorrow; therefore please to let me know by postal immediately wheth you are coming”. The postal card was posted 
at 10:30 AM (datestamp) and the distance between Allentown and Kutztown is approximately 18 miles. Did the postal 
card arrive in time for the addressee to reply with a message about visiting the next day?

CHARLES L. HAWLEY, 
RAILWAY, MINE AND 

CORPORATION LAW. 
SCRANTON,PA.
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WM. H. FENNER & CO., 
129 & 131 Broad St., oor. Eddy, 

PROVIDENCE, R. I.

HOUSE FURNISHING HARDWARE, 
FURNACES AND RANGES, 

METAL ROOFERS AND 
PLUMBERS.

Figure 17___________________________
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Figure 18

The second example with an 8mm. central core is recorded from Bay City, Michigan. The small cover shown here 
as Figure 19 has a comer card for Bay City Club, Washington Ave. and Sixth St. and is addressed to Menominee, MI. 
The backstamps indicate the letter reached Chicago (transit) the next day and arrived in Menominee the day after - on 
January 4th. Dated 2 January 1888. the 20 red brown 1883 issue American Bank Note stamp is tied by both the datestamp 
and the single ring solid ellipse.

Another solid ellipse type not reported by Burr is a type composed of four rings surrounding a 5mm central core. In 
the example shown here as Figure 20, the rings are much more delicate, measuring less than 1mm in width. The 1884 
Plimpton entire, dated 29 November 1887, is addressed to the “Clipper Office” in New York City. The “The Clipper” was 
a weekly entertainment newspaper published between 1853 and 1924 covering such topics as theatre, music and sports. 
The entire originated in Kansas City, MO as noted by the smudgy datestamp and four-ring solid ellipse cancellation.

Notes
6. Burr, Gilbert M., “Standardized Hand Stamp Cancellations on the Bank Note Issues”, The American Philatelist, 1935, p. 622.
7. Cole, James, M, Cancellations and Killers of the Banknote Era, 1870-1894, The U.S. Classics Society, Inc., 1995, p. 316.
8. Salkind, Sol, U. S. Cancels 1890-1900, self published, 1985, p. 106.
9. Edson, Ralph A. & Levere, Gilbert L., Wesson "Time-On-Bottom"Markings Revisited, USCC 2010.

End of Part II.
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Wheel of Fortune Cancels with Unusual Aspects

Roger D. Curran

With the exciting prospect of Larry Rausch's book on wheel of fortune (WOF) cancels, which may be available by 
the time these words are read, the present article is offered describing a couple of unusual WOF-related uses.

The first involves WOF cancels found on the large numeral postage due stamps. They exist but are quite scarce. 
Figure 1 illustrates the front of a cover that entered the mails at Coleville, Pennsylvania on May 2, 1881. Coleville is 
known to collectors to have used a commercially supplied skull and crossbones cancel which, on this cover, is lightly 
struck. The 2012 update of the Whitfield book lists 16 post offices that used the cancel. However, it is the J3 postage due 
stamp, of course, that is of interest here since it is canceled by a WOF. Postage due stamps were affixed at the destination 
post office which, in this case, was Meriden, Kansas. We can determine from the received marking on the back of the 
cover that it was likely struck on May 5, 1881. At the upper left comer of the back there is a lightly struck WOF that 
was undoubtedly applied, along with the Meriden CDS, from a duplex handstamp. Ray Porter, a specialist in cancels 
on the large numeral due stamps, reports the Figure 2 cover in his collection which shows a pair of 1c due stamps with 
a WOF cancel. He also has two off-cover stamps with WOF cancels and knows of a cover with a large numeral due 
stamp canceled by a WOF from Edgar, Nebraska. Who can report additional examples?

Chae. W. Hamilton Ee q.

At t orney-at - Lar.

BRIMFIELD- - --Ills.

Figure 2
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We move now to the second category of unusual uses. WOF cancels were generally struck from handstamps that 
duplexed the postmark and cancel. Examples where separate handstamps were used are seen but they are much less 
common. Occasionally, strikes from what clearly appear to be from duplex handstamps involve postmarks that are 
not in proper alignment with the cancel on the right side. Figure 3 is an example from Ritchie C. H. (C. H. for Court 
House), West Virginia. A second example from Raymond, Mississippi is shown in Figure 4. Finally, two examples from 
Scandia, Kansas appear as Figure 5.

Figure 4

Figure 3

Figure 5
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The question arises as to how these erroneous alignments came to be; that is, what caused the problem. A couple 
of answers are put forth. First, especially when seeing a first example from a particular post office, there is a logical 
explanation that the CDS dies would screw into a holder on the face of the handstamp which could, and sometimes 
would, loosen and sit at an off-center location in relation to the cancel. The other explanation is that the postmark die 
was glued directly to the face of the handstamp and in the above cases was glued in error. WOF handstamps appealed 
to small town postmasters because they were inexpensive. A screw-in dial would entail additional cost. 1 favor this 
explanation which I believe gains support from a couple of additional observations. 1 have seen several examples of the 
Ritchie C. H. duplex with the Figure 3 alignment ranging in dates from September 1883 to January 1884. One might 
expect to see isolated misaligned strikes that would soon have been corrected, but to have such a misalignment last for 
several months, where it could have presumably been easily corrected, seems doubtful. Also, note the dates in the Ritchie 
C. H. and Scandia CDSs - they are right side up in terms of their orientation to the top of the cover. I think these two 
postmasters received erroneously made handstamps and decided to use them, rather than return them, and corrected the 
situation, as much as they could, by how they inserted the date slugs.

The Raymond, Mississippi case was handled differently, with the postmaster inserting the slugs to match the orientation 
of the lettering in the postmark. Perhaps this was done because the alignment wasn't as bad as in the other cases and 
could be read more easily.

Two more Ritchie C. H. items to mention. First, Figure 6 shows a photocopy of part of a postal card with postmark 
dated June 19,1882 involving an identical triple circle CDS and WOF duplex strike, but this time, of course, with correct 
alignment. 1 assume the handstamp used in Figure 6 broke or wore out and a new handstamp was ordered which turned 
out to have the error. The second aspect involves the remarkable postmark, apparently duplexed to the WOF cancel, 
used on December 4, 1884 - see Figure 7. There is a penciled note by Arthur Beane on the back of the cover stating that 
he had seen an April, 24, 1884 example on a postal card. The Ritchie C. H. Post Office, located in Ritchie County, is a 
DPO that operated from 1847 - 1895. ■

The Classic Cancel
Quality 19th Century U.S. Stamps, Cancels and Postal History

John Valenti
P.O.Box 211 

Wheeling, IL 60090-0211 
(847) 224-2401 B classiccancel@att.net

Visit my Web Site at http://www.theclassiccancel.com

Member: APS, VSPCS, USCC
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Observations on the Oval & Circular Date Stamps Used in Worcester, Massachusetts (Part II)

Bob Trachimowicz
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1881-1883
Black
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Style S-24

1892-1899
Black

I welcome all responses, questions, comments and updated information that will help me make the Worcester CDS 
List as complete and accurate as possible. ■

En d of Part II & Series.
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Cancellations on the 20 Issue of 1890 (Part III)

Merritt Jenkins

Here are a few multiple letter cancels:

Atwood ILP4-in-D
A clever way to denote the 
town name: Danforth, ME

HS
Harry Sanderson was the 
postmaster at Winchester, IL

An interesting multiple letter cancel but not a thing of beauty is the “WPF” killer from Winter Park, FL to Medford, MA.

A Medford-bound cover 
sent from Winter Park, FL 
on December 15,1891, with 
a "WPF" killer.

The USCC NEWS has had at least two articles, in May 2004 and May 2009, concerning the Mexico, New York date 
cancels. I think most dates have been discovered except perhaps for April, July and September. I have only three examples 
on Scott #220; an “AUG” cover, a “DEC” cover dated 12/10/1991 that I bought in the late 1970s in a John Kaufmann 
Sale and a blob of an “OCT” single.

About 100 million of the 20 stamp were printed in the lake shade and more than 2.2 billion in the carmine shade. As 
it became harder and harder for me to find cancels to enhance the collection, I began turning my attention to the common 
cancels and over the next few years 1 accumulated more than 26,000 copies of this stamp.

I quickly learned that one of the most common cancel appeared to be varieties of the barred ovals. Trying to sort them 
into some semblance of order, I was forced to create a code to help me separate the minor differences encountered. To 
prevent boring my readers to tears, I will dispense with lengthy explanations on how my coding system works. I will 
simply show a portion of a page of horizontal barred ovals (or ellipses) and another of vertical barred. In both cases, the 
examples are of the same general type. There are many more types than shown here.

The last area I will touch on is fakes. As with any collections the possibility of fakes is almost unavoidable. The odds 
of unknown fakes residing in my collection probably approaches unity. If any reader spots a known fake, please notify 
me so I can identify it as such on my album page. Below are four examples of known fakes:
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Vertical Bar5 Bars 7 Bars

Vertical bar ellipses are catagorized exactly as the horizontal except 
that a “V” preceeds each classification to signify the ellipse is a vertical bar 
ellipse.

V1-4-1C Small Letters

An assortment of specially-classified barred oval cancels.
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Four fake cancels.

Roger Curran and I both agree that the anchor cancel is a fake. As for the pumpkinface cancel, I have no doubt it is 
not genuine; I purchased this cancel at BALPEX about 15 years ago. As I was going through stock from a very well 
known dealer, I found a lot containing five #220’s. All were struck in the same dark black ink but stamped on different 
areas of the stamps. In over 40 years of collecting, I have never seen such an accumulation in a dealer stock. I purchased 
one for $5.00 to take it off the market. I did not confront the dealer as he possibly had been duped.

Roger gave me the two 2c stamps with the fake “ONE CENT” surcharges some time ago. Under magnification, one 
can clearly see that the surcharge is printed on top of the cancellation. All the cancellations shown are a representative of 
the collection. The fancy cancel album consists of a bit more than 100 pages. The common junk cancels, “The Gorp”, 
as I call them, includes several other types of Horizontal and Vertical Bar cancels, Double Oval Registration cancels, 
Circular and Oval Target cancels, a smattering of Machine cancels, and a few Precancels.

Many thanks to Roger Curran for his help in correcting errors, providing infromation from Helmblock’s books and 
general support.

Anyone want to buy a box of 26,000 or so used and sorted Scott #220 - cheap? ■

End of Part III & Series.

Book Review: New York Foreign Mail From 1870 to 1879 - A Research Project 
by Alex Gundel

Roger D. Curran

New York Foreign Mail from 1870 to 1879 
A Research Project

An informative 48-page book by Mr. Gundel on the above subject has recently been published. It contains several 
sections. The first presents his study of New York exchange office markings found on postal cards used during the 
1873-1879 period. The focus is on postmarks rather than cancels. However, the two NYFM cancels most commonly 
found on postal cards (Weiss GE-EP3 and GE-EP4) are discussed in some detail. Mr. Gundel presents a census of 251 
cards. These do not include cards processed by other exchange offices, mail to Canada, and supplementary mail. The 
22 postmarks he has recorded are illustrated and discussed.

A second section addresses NYFM cancels found on printed matter. Mr. 
Gundel presents two separate lists: (1) NYFM cancels found on printed matter 
but not on letters and postal cards and (2) NYFM cancels found on both 
printed matter and on letters and postal cards. Additionally, the NYFM cancels 
associated with each category are illustrated. These lists extend by more than 
50% the number of such uses reported in the Weiss book.

A concluding section reports Mr. Gundel's study of NYFM postmarks and 
cancels on mail to Central and South America, 1872-1876.

A number of covers throughout the book, all in color, are illustrated, 
especially those involving printed matter. Several articles by Mr. Gundel on 
the subjects covered by the book appeared in past issues of the NEWS and 
these generated helpful information from USCC members for his studies. The 
book is recommended for anyone who has an interest in New York Foreign 
Mail sent during the 1870s.

New York Foreign Mail From 1870 to 1879 -A Research Project is available 
from Amazon.com for $14.99 plus shipping. ■

by Alex Gundel
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Large Negative Killers from Portland, Maine: Last Call!

Robert L. Conley

Readers with good memories will recall my intention to review the Boston-like, Large Negative Killers from Portland 
as mentioned in the August 2018 NEWS.

Several members have since provided me with scans and information from their collections and some others took 
up my offer of letting me do all the work for them - if they would just send me their collections - and they did! Vince 
Costello was the most recent member to do so and as a result, I found he owns the card illustrated below. It is yet another 
new discovery — a 'P' in a circle.

Almost eveiyone who was kind enough to contribute has been 
suprised by a new discovery they were not aware of. Thousands 
of these ubiquitous items from c. 1880 survive today, yet I have 
only seen a few hundred. And even if there is nothing apparently 
new to see, every item gives a much needed clue as to dates of 
use - EVERY cover or card with one of these killers is useful!

However, it is now coming a time to wrap this study up 
- look for the full results of the study, probably in the next 
NEWS. So I urge you to send me scans of all of your Portland
Large Negative items and where possible provide a year date of use. If you don't have the time for that, simply send 
your collection to me to record - Vince was without his collection of 60 or so covers for less than two weeks! Just let 
me know it is coming by sending an email at uscceditor@mail.com, wrap it up in a few layers of plastic, and head out 
to see your friendly, local post office clerk. ■

Recently Acquired
Roger Rhoads' Six Frame Gold Medal Exhibit 
of Chicago Blue cancellations on Postal Cards.

American Flag - One of two reported on a postal card 

Over 300 cards, over 25 newly reported varieties, 
high quality strikes throughout.

Offered Intact. P.O.R.

See our new half page ad in the June American Philatelist 

JamesLee.com
Call: (847)910-6048

Email: jim@jameslee.com

It pays to visit our website often!

P.O. Box 3876 • Oak Brook, IL 60522-3876

Wheel of Fortune 
Cancellation

by Larry L. Rausch

featuring 
136 color pages 

8.5 x 11 inches in 
size, available 

spiral bound or as 
a free PDF 
download.

A thorough personal study of the commonly 
called “Wheel of Fortune” cancellations produced 
by the F. P. Hammond Company in the late 19th 
century and used by post offices in over 1,050 
towns across the U.S. as well as in Mexico and 
Guatemala.

This philatelic monograph documents and 
illustrates these fascinating daters and cancellers 
in state and town order, complemented by nearly 
300 covers in full color. A must for the casual 
collector or postal history specialist!

Download at www.rpastamps.org/wof.html or 
purchase a spiral-bound printed copy for $21 
postpaid to US addresses from: Larry Rausch, 
1403 Rivers Run, Rochester, NY 14623.

Email: stonywoods840@gmail.com
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