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The obvious assumption is that the "N" stood for National (or perhaps stood for Nathan and was left over from 
Slaughter's term) and the "A" represented Arnold. However, to muddy the waters somewhat, the 1885 Iowa state census3 
shows a Mr. A. Smith, also from New York, resided next to Slaughter and was employed as a mail carrier. Possibly, 
Smith stayed on as mail carrier with new postmaster Arnold, and the "A" was his creation. It is unlikely we will ever 
know. The haphazardly struck marks in Figure 2 do suggest an inexperienced, or mischievous, hand (of Arnold?) was 
involved in May 1886.

Incidentally, Nathan Slaughter had a life not without tragedy - he and his wife lost all three of their children in infancy. 
His wife died in 1881, aged 68. Widower Slaughter lasted another 19 years and passed in 1900, aged 85.

As for National itself, the map4 shown in Figure 3, also dates from 1886 and suggests a village of some importance 
- with a school, a hotel and two churches. National was the site of the Clayton county fairground and often hosted 
important events, political conventions and the like.5

Figure 3

National has always been administratively a part of the township of Farmersburg, about 3.5 miles to the west. 
Farmersburg was once important enough to have a depot of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway but for whatever 
reasons, it eventually lost the railroad line and now most of the 19th century town center has been reclaimed as farm land.

As for National itself, the only remaining hint as to its former existence as a village once worthy of a successful post 
office, is the cemetery! ■

Notes:
1. Ramsey, Guy Reed, Postmarked Iowa. 1976.
2. Ibid.
3. . Iowa, State Census Collection, 1836-1925, Provo, UT, published by  Operations, Inc., 2007, accessed 
May 18, 2020.

Ancestry.com Ancestry.com

4. Historic Map Works, , accessed May 18, 2020.http://www.historicmapworks.com/Atlas/US/8748/Clayton+County+1886/
5. Price, Realto E., History of Clayton County, Iowa, published by Robert O. Law Co, Chicago, 1916.
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Large Negative Boston-Style Cancels of Portland, Maine Revisited (Part III)

Robert L. Conley

Parts I and II covered Portland's non-variated cancels. Variated killers are discussed below.

Style L/N Description EKU LKU #

P-VC-2 2 in circle, with inverted 'V top and 'V bottom 29-Dec-81 1 O-Mar-82 7
P-VC-4 4 in circle, with 1 horiz & 2 vert cuts 20-Apr-81 15-Jun-81 2
P-VC-6 6 in circle, with UR and LL cutoffs 20-Jul-81 6-Sep-81 5
P-VC-10 10 in circle, cut down to narrow band Not seen 0
P-VC-12 12 in circle, cut to narrow band, w/3 octagonal sides on left 9-May-82 15-Sep-82 11
P-VC-17 17 in circle, with top sliced off, top comers rounded 2-May-xx Year unknown 1
P-VC-20 20 in circle, cut down to narrow band 4-Apr-82 21-Jul-82 10
P-VC-B B in circle, with 1 horiz & 2 vertical cuts 20-Dec-81 1
P-VC-C C in circle, sliced diagonally on both sides 30-Jul-81 24-Oct-81 3
P-VC-E E in circle, with left and right sides removed 23-Mar-81 1

Note: P-VC-2 gradually wore down to be rounder at upper left and flatter along bottom and top edges as seen in the tracing below. 
Note: Early strikes of P-VC-20 shown no edge break at the toe of'2' and no deterioration at the right of'O' and adjacent edge.

P-VC-6 P-VC-12

P-VC-17 P-VC-20 P-VC-B P-VC-C P-VC-E

An early, clean strike of the oddly 
shaped, P-VC-6. (Vince Costello)
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Return to
chas. McLaughlin & co.,

Central St., PORTLAND, Me., 
If not delivered within 10 days.

Two examples of P-VC-2, the 
first early in its life showing 
definite straight edges and 
points at top and bottom, 
and the second revealing the 
rounding/flattening of those 
edges and deterioration of the 
'2'. (Author and Roger Curran)

Mt

Three examples of P-VC-20 and 
the only known strike of a P-VC-B. 
(Roger Curran and Bill Tatham)

7 Aw

NOTHING BUT THE ADDRESS GAN EE PLACED ON T
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UAW

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIOE-THE MESSAGE ON THE OTHER

Examples of strikes of 
P-VC-12, P-VC-C and 
P-VC-E. (Roger Curran 
x2 and Bill Tatham)
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Style L/N Description EKU LKU #

P-VR-20 20 in circle w/negative ring, sliced top & bottom Not seen 0
P-VR-C C in circle w/negative ring, both sides sliced nearly vert 18-Aug-82 7-Oct-82 4

P-VR-0 o in circle w/negative ring, both sides sliced nearly vert 24-May-83 1

P-VR-C P-VR-0

Variated rings 
were uncommon in 
Portland. The earliest 
known P-VR-C and 
the only known 
P-VR-0 are shown 
here. (Roger Curran 
and Bill Tatham)

Digitized by https://stampsmarter.org/



Page 168/August 2020 U.S. Cancellation Club NEWS

Style L/N Description EKU LKU #

P-VL-8 8 in octagon, with 2 horiz negative bars 5-May-83 9-May-83 2
P-VL-13 13 in octagon, with 2 horiz negative bars 7-Mar-83 26-Mar-83 2
P-VL-K K in square, with 2 horiz neg bars and top band altered to 

resemble a crown
29-Apr-83 1

P-VL-0 0 in octagon with 2 horiz negative bars 28-Mar-83 1

P-VL-8 P-VL-13 P-VL-K P-VL-0

IF NOT CALLED FOR IN FIVE DAYS RETERN TO 

B. B. FARNSWORTH & CO.
WHOLESALE DEALERS IN

Examples of 
strikes of P-VL-13, 
P-VL-K and P-VL- 
8. (Bob Grosch x2 
and Nancy Clark)

HERBERT M. SYLVESTER, 
LAWYER, 

PORTLAND, ME.
LAW BUS'rLjS ATTENDED TO JN ALL IT3 BRANCHES.

13 3 MIDDLE STREET, 

PORTLAND. Al. UNE.

NOTHING BUT THE ADDKEbS CAN BE PLACED O

End of Part III.

12 M
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The New Orleans "Bow & Arrow" Cancel

Don Barany

An incredible variety of intricate geometric fancy cancels are were produced by the employees of the New Orleans 
Post Office spanning the period between the mid-1870s into the early 1880s - in fact, more than 100 have been identified 
by James Cole1 & Kenneth Whitfield.2

However, several pictorial fancy cancels are also known from this period, including an unusual, elaborate and very 
rare “Bow & Arrow” cancel. I know of only two off-cover examples both of which are on the 2 cent Navy stamp (Scott 
036). Figure I shows the example from Matthew Bennett’s 2004 Auction #280 (Lot 1832, realized $550) which was 
noted as being from the collection of Robert Markovits. The same stamp was also Lot 855 in Kukstis’ 1997 Auction 
#29 where it was described as being a “Bold negative Arrow through Heart.”

The second example, previously owned by Hubert Skinner and until recently, resident in Dan Richards’ collection, 
is seen in Figure 2. According to Mr. Richards, Skinner had identified the cancel as emanating from New Orleans - he 
would not have done so without proof. Indeed, Skinner had amassed photo records and notes over the years which sadly 
no longer exist.

If any members know of any other examples of this cancel, on or off cover, I would appreciate their sharing of scans, 
with provenance if known.

One other thing - while the fancy cancels from Chicago & New York have been thoroughly studied and written about 
by a number of philatelists, New Orleans really hasn’t publicly been accorded the same treatment. Hubert Skinner and 
Dan Richards started the process that I am attempting to reboot by first developing a census of known examples. With 
that outcome in mind, I am inviting all USCC members to participate in this study by sending along color scans of their 
examples of any New Orleans fancy cancels, both on & off cover, for inclusion.

Our Unique Newsletter

We have just published the 93rd edition of our full-color 
quarterly newsletter. All of our customers receive it free. 

Everyone can always freely view the latest issue on our website! 
It always features special offers from our vast inventory. 

JamesLee.com
I can be reached at donald@donbarany.com or 

through the USCC editor. ■

Notes:
1. Cole, James M., Cancellations and Killers of the Banknote Era 
1870-1894, U.S. Philatelic Classics Society; 1995.
2. Whitfield, Kenneth A., Cancellations Found on 19th Century U.S.
Stamps, U.S. Cancellation Club, 2002.

How may we help you?
P.O. Box 3876 • Oak Brook, IL 60522-3876

Phone: (847)910-6048
please email us so you can Email, jim@jameslee.com 
receive our semi-monthly W* jt mnicrhH 

email bulletins packed with V 1ML U-O HJ111U11L.
special offers!
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Solid Center or "Black Ball" Ellipses (Part IV)

Ardy Callender

Negative Letter Ellipses
Numerous tracings of colorless or negative letter ellipses are recorded despite the origin of many of these cancellations 

being unknown. The most comprehensive study to date was published by Roger Curran in his 1996 article in the USCC 
NEWS™ whereby he recognized eight different negative letter ellipses. Subsequently, Curran and John Donnes, added 
three more letters, and they have generously provided information as well as most of the examples of adhesives and 
covers illustrated here.

All negative ellipses examined are composed of 9 horizontal bars and have a colorless area between the outer ring and 
the central core. Table 2 (shown on p.67 of the August 2019 NEWS) shows 11 different letters and one undetermined 
symbol have been recorded, although only eight originating cities have been identified. The ellipses were most commonly 
duplexed for use in domestic and foreign mail, although at least two ellipses (from New Haven, CT and Camden, NJ) 
were employed as a simplex cancellation on circular/printed matter rate mail. A few negative letter ellipses have the same 
"cock eyed" orientation of the ellipse to the datestamp as was observed in the solid ellipses discussed above: Elizabeth, 
New Haven, Newton, New Brunswick and Jersey City. Reports of "on cover" examples should help fill in and clarify 
the information reported in this article.

Two different variations of the letter "B" have been identified. New Brunswick, NJ employed an ellipse which 
contained a narrow, somewhat slim, letter. Curran15 reports the cancellation "shows a thinner lined 'B' possessing a 
slightly crude quality." An example is shown here as Figure 28. Addressed to Miss Mary Wilbur in New Brunswick, 
the drop rate cover is franked by a 10 1873 Continental Bank Note stamp tied by a duplexed "B" ellipse killer. As seen 
on other negative letter ellipses, the central core is surrounded by a colorless ring.

A dozen or so miles south of central Boston, Brockton also used a negative letter "B" - although it is broader and 
somewhat heavier than New Brunswick’s. Curran notes16 this ellipse "closely resembles" the tracing from Burr’s 1935 
The American Philatelist article.17 A domestic use example of this cancellation is shown as Figure 29. Addressed to 
Mrs. Joshua E. Blood, Woonsocket, RI, the cover is dated 24 January with the year unknown. The 30 Bank Note Issue 
stamp is applied sideways facing downward tied by a nice strike of the negative "B" ellipse.

The negative letter "E" was used, perhaps fittingly, in Elizabeth, NJ. The postal card shown here as Figure 30 is dated 
March 26, 1878 and is addressed to Marine Na(tional)l Bank, Bath, Maine. Although the ellipse is struck in a "cock 
eyed" orientation, it appears to be duplexed to the datestamp. The negative letter “E” is clearly visible within the central 
core and is surrounded by a colorless ring.
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The post office in Marblehead, on the water just east of Salem, Massachusetts, employed the negative letter "M" in the 
center of its ellipse. The cover shown as Figure 31 is franked with a 30 Bank Note Issue and is addressed to Miss Alice 
Toppan, Newburyport, MA. The datestamp, dated 17 January (year unknown), is duplexed to a very clear negative "M" 
solid ellipse with the central area surrounded by the typical colorless ring.

Figure 31
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What appears to be a negative letter "M" is shown as Figure 32. The orange circular rate cover was sent to the postmaster 
of Bedminster, NJ. An advertisement for Felt, Carpeting and Plastering for C. J. Fay of Camden, NJ is embossed at 
left. The 10 Bank Note adhesive is tied by an angled strike of a simplex negative letter ellipse. It should be mentioned 
here that the letter "M” could be nothing more than the letter "W" turned upside down or struck at an angle. In fact, a 
closer review reveals differences between Marblehead’s known negative letter "M" and the negative letter struck on the 
Camden cover, enlarged in Figure 33. The two vertical bars at either side of the Marblehead’s letter "M" are parallel 
while negative letter struck on the Camden cover have tapered vertical bars. As seen in Figure 34, Cole’s tracing of the 
letter "W" exhibits the tapering vertical bars towards the bottom of the letter. Thus it appears that the negative letter in 
Camden’s ellipse is the letter "W" and tapered vertical bars can be the criteria for differentiating the two cancellations. 
Roger Curran18 adds further support for this assumption as he reports Camden’s postmaster between February 12, 1879 
and March 1, 1883 was Henry B. Wilson, a probable explanation for the letter "W."

Figure 32

Figure 33 Figure 34 Figure 35
Newton, Massachusetts employed a negative letter "N" ellipse, illustrated in Figure 35. Although difficult to detect, 

a second example on cover is shown here as Figure 36. Part of the letter "N" is just visible at the right edge of the 10 
Continental Bank Note Issue adhesive, paying the 10 circular/printed matter rate. The ellipse has rotated almost 90° in 
relation to the CDS.

The 30 Plimpton entire shown here as Figure 37, appears to have been struck by a negative "N" ellipse. The cancellation 
was so strongly struck that the ellipse resembles marginally enclosed solid ellipses discussed above. However, upon 
close inspection, the marginal line is missing at left and there appears to be part of a colorless ring around towards the 
bottom of the central core. The central core is indistinct due to the embossing of the indicia. Aligned somewhat to the 
right, the ellipse is not rotated as much as the ellipse on the cover shown in Figure 36, yet the datestamp appears to be 
identical. Dated 14 May, it was sent at the 30 domestic rate to Mr. John Fisk in South Framingham.
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& PACIFIC MAIL STEAMSHIP COMPANY
aKVJ Av—1 —TO—

CALIFORNIA, JAPAN and CHINA,
- THE SANDWICH ISLANDS, NEW ZEALAND AND AUSTRALIA,

And to British Columbia, Waahingten Territory and Oregon. 
nit Line io note equipped trUh nc<c and potrerful Zron Steamers, having maffniflcent paagenger accommodations, 

and offen tupcrior IndurrtHcnlg fa thooe who contemplate a trip to California.
For Freight and Passage, apply to the New England Ajanl%

End of Part IV.

ARIZONA - NEW MEXICO POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Founded in Tucson in 1985, the AZNMPHS is APS affiliate 188 with its purpose being: 
“To encourage, create, sponsor and guide research in the postal history of Arizona and New Mexico.”

Our official journal, the ROADRUNNER, provides a venue for members to publish articles which enlighten, enliven and educate 
our peers regarding the many aspects of postal history within the boundaries of these two frontier states. From Spanish & 
Mexican Colonialism to Territorial mining camp growth to Statehood and beyond, there is a wealth of opportunities to study 
the many aspects of postal history related to covers, postal routes and the pioneering, enterprising folks who endeavored 

to bring this all to daily success.

You are invited to join our Society at a modest subscription price of $15 per year. The ROADRUNNER, published and 
mailed quarterly, is included. Request a membership application from the Society's president: 

Joe Cody, 2661 E. Beechnut Place, Chandler AZ 85249 - joecody480@gmail.com.

Digitized by https://stampsmarter.org/

mailto:joecody480@gmail.com


Page 174/A ugust 2020 U.S. Cancellation Club NEWS

Kirk's Killers of Sioux City, Iowa

Joe Crosby

After reading my article on Multiple Letter Cancels in the last issue of the USCC NEWS, Jim Petersen asked me to 
investigate a few of his multiple and single letter cancels from Sioux City, Iowa. Scans from his collection and the results 
of my research are provided below.

Figure 1 shows the relevant comer of a postal card which is struck with a negative "ERK" killer inside what might be 
a baseball. The card is dated May 3, 1882. The "ERK" letters are probably meant to represent the Sioux City postmaster, 
Edwin Ruthven Kirk, who served from 1878-1885 and again from 1889-1894 - the broken period of tenure resulting 
from the election of Democrat, Grover Cleveland to the U.S. presidency.1

Ohio bom, Kirk was a wealthy and successful merchant, a sutler in the Civil War and among many other civic works, 
organized the Volunteer Fire Department in Sioux City.2 Judging by the newspapers, he was a highly respected, leading 
citizen and pioneer of Sioux City.3 In 1881, his annual compensation as postmaster was a very substantial $2,800.4 A 
portrait of postmaster Kirk is seen in Figure 2.

As for the negative "ERK" cancel, it has already been reported as Whitfield 4613 but with no post office attributed to 
it.5 However, that listing interprets the letters to be "EBK" as seen in the Whitfield tracing in Figure 3. Figure 1 clearly 
shows the middle letter is "R" and the Whitfield listing should now note it represents postmaster, Edwin R. Kirk's initials 
and that its origin is Sioux City. Further, Whitfield's notation that the cancel is seen on 1861 issues is obviously an error.

Postmaster Kirk seems to have enjoyed seeing his name on the mails - Figure 4 shows two different negative “KIRK” 
cancels as identified by Cole6 (ML-206) and Whitfield (4503). Cole's ML-206 and its connection to postmaster Kirk 
were mentioned in the USCC NEWS of February 2005.

70 Sioux City, low& 
(c.r)’k»hk‘

"Kirk" 
"E.R. Kirk-P.M." 
Sioux City, Iowa 

1873 Issues

Figure 3 Figure 4
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Figure 5 illustrates a portion of a cover bearing another Sioux City killer with a rough "WK." This same killer was 
shown in the earlier-mentioned 2005 NEWS article with the identical CDS on a Scott UX5 card. Known as Whitfield 
5363 and illustrated as Figure 6, we can safely assume that the "WK" was the work of William Allen Kirk, son of Edwin, 
and officially the assistant postmaster.7 A photograph of William Kirk is seen in Figure 7.

Figure 5 Figure 6 Figure 7

Assistant postmaster, William Kirk, just like his father, also liked to carve his initials - Cole lists ML-96, with a similar 
"WK" design on 1879 issues. The tracing is reproduced in Figure 8.

Finally, we see one last Sioux City killer-this with just a single "K". Seen in Figure 9, it certainly closely compares 
to the two preceding "K"s. It too, is probably William's work - then again, it might also have been his brother, Edward 
or a Mr. James Kennedy, both of whom were postal clerks at the time!8 ■

Notes:
1. Sioux City Journal, Sioux City, Iowa. October 1, 1900, p.2, . Retrieved on May 26, 2020.https://www.newspapers.com/image/436448694
2. Kirkpatrick, Inez E., A Postal History of Sioux City, J-B Publishing Co., Crete, Nebraska, 1977. pp 28-30.
3. Sioux City Journal, Sioux City, Iowa. October 1, 1900, p.2, . Retrieved on May 26, 2020.https://www.newspapers.com/image/436448694
4. Official Register of the United States Vol. II, July 1, Government Printing Office, Washington D.C., 1881, p. 417.
5. Whitfield, Kenneth A., Cancellations Found on 19th Century U.S. Stamps, U.S. Cancellation Club, 2002.
6. Cole, James M., Cancellations and Killers of the Banknote Era 1870-1894, U.S. Philatelic Classics Society; 1995.
7. Official Register of the United States Vol. II, July 1, Government Printing Office, Washington D.C., 1881, p. 627
8. Ibid
<2 The Official Register erroneously lists the names of two of the three Sioux City postal clerks as "Kute." The correct name is "Kirk." It is known that 
the given names of the two "Kute" clerks match that of the postmaster's two eldest sons and their places of birth. Further, the 1880 Federal Census shows 
the two clerks residing with their father, the postmaster, and lists their occupations as "P.O. Clerk." The name "Kute" is virtually non-existent in the U.S. 
at anytime or any place.
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More on an Unusual Cincinnati Cover

Roger D. Curran

The August 2018 NEWS carried an article about a cover bearing unusual postmark and cancel markings - unusual 
enough that the question arose as to whether the markings were genuine. The pertinent portion (unusually, the left side) 
of the cover in question is shown here as Figure 1.

There is now new information to report. Dan Haskett recently submitted the piece shown in Figure 2. The registry 
fee in 1881 was 10 cents so it is fair to assume that the 13 cents franking on the piece paid the registry fee and the 3 
cents first class mail rate. It is noteworthy to see how similar the positioning of the Figures 1 and 2 strikes are - the "G" 
cancel barely touching the postage stamp.

Dan suggested that the additional cancel of nine segments, present in both Figures, might have been intended to convey 
the Masonic symbol of a square and compass. In my 2018 article, I stated that this cancel "seems to be in a different 
ink" from that in the CDS and "G"... but on reflection now think the differing appearances may result from the different 
colors of the underlying surfaces. And it so happens that the shape of the "G" in Figures 1 and 2 matches the basic shape 
of the letter "G" seen in some Masonic symbols - see example in Figure 3.

Figure 1

Figure 2

1 now think it likely that the handstamp that applied the CDS and "G" also applied, at the same time, the cancel that 
was placed on the stamps. That is to say it was a triplex handstamp. The two impressions - the combined unit of the 
CDS, "G" and the nine-segment circle - are identical.

Could it be that a clerk in the Cincinnati post office was given permission to use, perhaps only occasionally, a handstamp 
that he acquired locally, based on his own design and at his own expense? The clerk was very careful to keep the "G" 
impression, which would have represented God, from use as a cancel on the stamp as a gesture of respect for his Lord.

Comments and additional analysis will be welcomed. ■
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